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TO  DRUGGISTS  ABROAD. 

This  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  appeals 
specially  to  you.  A  large  number  of  British  houses  who 
are  desirous  of  extending  their  business  with  colonial  and 
foreign  buyers  have  taken  advantage  of  it  to  insert  announce- 
ments regarding  their  goods,  and  it  will  pay  you  to  go  care- 
fully through  the  advertisements  and  make  notes  for  orders 
to  be  included  in  your  next  indents.  The  fact  that  in  this, 
the  third  year  of  our  Colonial  Issue,  trade  announcements 
are  very  largely  increased  in  number  and  improved  in 
style,  indicates  that  it  has  met  a  want,  and  that  Colonial 
■buyers  have  shown  practical  appreciation  of  its  value. 
We  hope,  for  the  sake  of  enterprising  firms  represented  in 
this  isace,  that  this  will  be  the  case  again, 


Summary 


An  anti-catting  meetirg  was  held  at  Nottingham  this 
week,  and  is  repoited  on  p.  607. 

Hebbalists  want  to  be  grouped  along  with  chemists  in 
the  matter  of  early  closing  (p.  572). 

A  penny  a  pound  off  camphor  gives  us  the  opportunity  of 
reviewing  the  market  situation  (p.  593). 

Ideas  in  regard  to  plaster-spreading  formed  the  last 
symposium  of  Dublin  assistants  (p.  579). 

Me.  H.  H.  Robins  comments  upon  the  inadequacy  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  tests  for  cream  of  tartar  (p.  578). 

A  note  on  the  recent  legal  decision  in  regard  to  the  in- 
candescent gas-light  patents  will  be  found  on  p.  595. 

In  addition  to  some  useful  formulas,  there  are  on  p.  602 
sketches  of  shop  appliances  intended  to  facilitate  trade. 

We  endeavour  to  show  in  an  article  on  p.  592  one  of  the 
principal  reasons  for  success  in  putting  up  specialities. 

Some  particulars  of  the  forthcoming  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  will  be  found  on  p.  578. 

A  case  illustrating  the  risk  of  giving  an  unfavourable 
character  to  a  discharged  employe  is  summarised  on  p.  594. 

Me.  H.  Garnet  has  devised  a  process  for  the  estimation 
of  citral  in  oil  of  lemon.  Full  particulars  are  given  on  p.  599. 

Me.  J.  C.  Umney,  corroborates  the  American  observation 
that  the  quality  of  cassia  oil  is  rapidly  deteriorating  (p.  613). 

The  names  of  those  who  have  passed  the  Minor  and 
Major  in  Edinburgh  and  London  this  month  are  printed  on 
p.  577. 

The  patentees  of  musk  Baur  have  obtained  an  injunction 
(by  consent)  against  the  London  agents  of  a  rival  artificial 
musk  (p.  604). 

An  interesting  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Japanese 
oil  of  peppermint  is  distilled,  with  illustrations  of  the 
apparatus,  is  given  on  p.  601. 

The  Love  Apotek  at  Aarhus,  in  Denmark,  is  the  oldest 
pharmacy  in  the  world,  having  recently  reached  its  ter- 
centenary, as  our  sketch  of  its  history  shows  (p.  588). 

An  Idle  shopkeeper,  trading  as  a  dentist  and  druggist, 
administered  chloroform  to  a  girl  for  the  purpose  of  extract- 
ing teeth,  and  the  girl  died.  He  has  been  committed  for 
manslaughter  (p.  572). 

Baron  Pollock  and  Mr.  Justice  Day  have  heard  both 
sides  in  regard  to  the  Treatt  v.  Domeier  citronella-oil  dispute, 
and  have  referred  the  matter  back  to  the  arbitrators,  saying 
that  they  must  take  into  consideration  "description  "  as  well 
as  "  sample  "  (p.  603). 

A  Baron  Tiudal  has  obtained  a  concession  from  the 
Paris  municipality  for  sterilising  the  public  water-supply  at 
a  charge  of  IJc.  per  cubic  metre.  If  successful  it  should  be 
a  good  thing  for  him  (p.  574). 

One  of  our  staff  took  part  in  the  festivities  which  accom- 
panied the  opening  of  a  new  chalybeate  spring  at  Haarlem 
last  week,  and  we  piint  an  illustrated  description  of  the 
place  and  its  product  on  p.  581. 

Professor  Schmidt  denies  Hesse's  statement  that 
scopolamine  is  a  mixture  of  byoscine  and  atroscine,  and 
states  that  the  commercial  salts  of  the  alkaloid  are  mixtures 
of  two  isomers  of  the  base  (p.  600). 

The  executive  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  has  resolved,  by  10  votes  to  3,  that  the 
time  has  arrived  for  making  the  Preliminary  examination  a 
more  efficient  test  of  a  candidate's  general  knowledge 
(p.  576). 

A  workman  employed  by  a  chemist  and  mineral-water 
maker  at  Devonport  sued  his  employer  for  140Z.  damages  in 
connection  with  the  loss  of  an  eye  through  an  explosion 
while  at  his  work.  The  judge  was  satisfied,  however,  from 
the  evidence  that  the  man  had  been  ordered  to  wear  a 
guard  which  was  provided  for  him,  and  therefore  found 
for  the  defendant  (p  605), 
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A  "  Druggist  and  Dentist "  Charged  with. 
Manslaughter. 


On  April  17  a  girl  named  Vinnie  Sawdon,  15  years  of  age, 
a  general  servant  at  Howgate,  Idle,  went  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Priestley,  dentist  and  druggist,  to  have  some  teeth  extracted. 
She  consented  to  have  chloroform,  and  Priestley  administered 
half  an  ounce.  He  had  extracted  one  tooth  and  was  in  the 
act  of  taking  out  a  second  when  he  noticed  serious  symptoms, 
and  began  to  apply  restoratives.  They  had  no  effect,  and 
death  took  place  before  medical  assistance  arrived.  An 
inquest  was  held  on  Saturday  last,  when  it  appeared  that 
though  Priestley  had  practised  as  a  dentist  for  the  past  seven 
years  at  Idle,  his  name  is  not  on  the  register.  [Nor  is  it  on 
the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists.]  He  first  tried  to 
remove  the  teeth  without  an  aneesthetic,  but  one  of  the  teeth 
breaking  he  suggested  that  chloroform  should  be  administered, 
the  charge  for  which  would  be  3s.  or  3s.  Qd.  The  girl 
assented,  and  Priestley  administered  about  half  an  ounce  in 
two  doses.  The  girl's  condition  suddenly  became  alarming, 
and  she  died  before  the  doctor  who  was  sent  for  arrived. 
Dr.  Honeyburne,  who  conducted  a  post-mortem  examination 
of  the  body,  said  the  heart  and  brain  and  other  organs 
were  quite  healthy.  The  Coroner :  In  your  opinion  what  was 
the  cause  of  death  ? — Witness :  I  should  think  the  chloroform. 
There  was  nothing  else  that  could  account  for  it.  There 
were  no  traces  of  weakness  or  disease? — None  whatever. 
There  could  hardly  be  a  healthier  person.  In  reply  to  further 
questions,  witness  said  that  in  performing  operations  upon 
persons  under  the  influence  of  ansesthetics  it  was  usual  for 
the  operator  to  have  the  assistance  of  a  qualified  medical 
man  to  administer  the  drug.  The  Coroner :  It  is  the  invari- 
able practice,  I  suppose  1 — Certainly,  unless  circumstances  of 
positive  urgency  prevent  it.  Police  Superintendent  Crawshaw  : 
Is  it  usual  to  administer  chloroform  with  the  patient  in  a 
sitting  position  ? — No.  Is  it  usual  to  administer  it  immediately 
after  the  patient  has  had  a  meal  1 — No.  The  Coroner :  Was 
it  a  proper  thing  to  have  all  her  clothes  fastened  ? — No ;  it  is 
necessary  to  have  the  garments  as  loose  as  possible  in  order 
to  permit  perfect  freedom  in  breathing.  The  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  manslaughter  against  Priestley,  who  was  im- 
mediately placed  under  arrest.  He  was  brought  before  the 
Magistrates  at  the  Bradford  Police  Court  on  Monday,  and 
committed  to  the  Assizes. 

Alleged  Theft  of  a  Tank. 

At  the  Hull  Borough  Sessions  on  April  18,  Charles  Sergeant 
(36),  an  essence-maker,  was  indicted  for  stealing  in  August, 
1894,  a  tank,  the  property  of  William  Hay.  There  was  a 
further  indictment  for  stealing  a  gas-meter,  also  the  property 
of  Mr.  Hay.  The  allegation  was  that  the  prisoner,  who  was 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Hay,  sent  the  tank  away  to  his  cousin 
at  Thornton.  Mr.  Kemp,  who  prosecuted,  said  that  to  suggest 
that  the  prosecution  had  been  instituted  out  of  pure  spite 
was  a  gross  insult  to  Mr.  Hay.  It  was  true  Sergeant  had 
gone  over  to  a  rival  firm,  but  he  did  not  know  the  method  of 
essence-extraction,  which  wa9  alone  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Hay  himself.  For  the  defence,  however,  Mr.  Middleton 
contended  that  the  tank  was  given  to  prisoner  in  return  for 
services  in  adapting  an  electric  lamp.  Seven  months  had 
elapsed  between  when  Mr.  Hay  knew  of  the  destination  of 
the  tank  and  by  whom  it  had  been  sent  and  the  time  of  the 
institution  of  proceedings.  He  suggested  that  if  Sergeant 
had  not  left  Mr.  Hay's  employ,  or  had  not  gone  to  a  rival 
firm,  the  prosecution  would  not  have  been  brought.  Evidence 
as  to  the  prisoner's  good  character  was  given  by  Deputy- 
Chief  Constable  Jones,  Mr.  Jonathan  Hay  (brother  of  the 
prosecutor),  and  others  ;  and  after  the  Recorder  had  summed 


up  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty — the  an- 
nouncement beirjg  received  with  loud  applause.  Mr.  Kemp 
said  he  did  not  feel  justified  in  proceeding  with  the  second 
indictment  considering  the  view  taken  by  the  jury  in  the 
case  just  heard.  "  I  think  you  have  exercised  a  wise 
discretion,"  said  the  Recorder. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 

Mrs.  Kearns,  of  Collyhurst,  wife  of  a  working  m«n,  com- 
mitted suicide  with  carbolic  acid  last  week.  J.  H.  Knid,  the 
druggist  who  supplied  the  carbolic  acid  to  a  boy,  said  he 
asked  the  lad  if  it  was  for  himself,  and  he  replied  No,  it  was 
for  a  woman.  He  sold  carbolic  acid  many  times  a  day, 
and  sold  it  to  children.  It  was  used  by  people  in  cleaning. 
He  knew  it  was  a  strong  poison,  and  that  people  had  killed 
themselves  with  it.  Had  he  known  it  was  for  a  drunken 
woman  he  should  not  have  supplied  it.  The  Deputy- Coroner 
said  chemists  in  selling  this  acid,  which  was  a  popular  poison, 
did  not  act  illegally,  but  every  chemist  who  had  any  respect 
for  himself  should  exercise  proper  discretion,  and  not  have 
to  be  compelled  by  law  to  do  so.  The  witness  suggested 
that  the  Deputy-  Coroner  should  communicate  his  views  to 
the  Privy  Council. 

Walter  Humphreys,  pork-pie  maker,  Melton,  who  had 
been  drinking  heavily,  poisoned  himself  with  carbolic  acid. 
At  the  inquest  on  April  16,  James  Attenburrow,  chemist, 
said  deceased,  whom  he  [knew  very  well,  came  to  his  shop 
and  asked  for  1  oz.  of  carbolic  acid,  and  said  he  wanted  it 
to  dress  a  horse's  foot  with.  He  supplied  it  and  labelled  the 
bottle  "  Poison."  Humphreys  did  not  appear  the  worse  for 
drink  nor  excited.  Carbolic  acid  was  frequently  used  in 
stables. 

Jabez  Colley,  whose  death  in  the  West  Bromwich  Hospital 
from  carbolic-acid  poisoning  was  mentioned  last  week,  did 
not  take  the  poison  because  he  was  out  of  employment.  It 
was  believed  that  the  death  was  due  to  an  accidental  use  of 
carbolic  acid  during  a  'paroxysm  of  toothache.  The  [jury 
found  that  death  was  due  to  misadventure. 

Catherine  Robinson  (64),  lately  residing  at  Bverton, 
Liverpool,  who  had  been  depressed  for  some  time  in  con- 
sequence of  her  son  and  son-in-law  being  out  of  employ- 
ment, committed  suicide  by  taking  carbolic  acid  soon  after 
they  had  found  work.  She  got  twopennyworth  of  the  poison 
from  a  chemist,  stating  that  she  wanted  the  stuff  to  kill 
vermin  with.  The  Coroner  commented  upon  the  ease  with 
which  the  poison  can  be  obtained,  and  considered  that  some 
legislative  restriction  was  urgently  needed.  Carbolic  acid 
caused  the  most  intense  pain  when  swallowed,  and  produced 
the  most  painful  death  imaginable,  and  he  thought  if  this 
were  more  widely  known  people  would  not  be  so  ready  to 
swallow  it.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  while 
temporarily  insane. 

Referring  to  the  inquest  on  C.  Slaney,  whose  death  from 
carbolic-acid  poisoning  was  reported  last  week,  the  Launces- 
ton  Weekly  News  says : — "  A  strange  fact  brought  to  light 
at  the  inquest  was  that  carbolic  acid  is  not  a  registered 
poison.  An  unlimited  quantity  of  it  can  apparently  be 
bought  without  as  much  as  an  inquiry  as  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  required.  Is  not  this  a  state  of  things  which 
requires  attention  ?  It  is  almost  criminal  to  afford  persons 
such  facility  for  self-destruction." 

Herbalists  and  the  Early-closing  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Mason,  of  Teams,  near  Gateshead,  who  wrote  to 
Sir  John  Lubbock  urging  that  herbalists  should  be  granted 
the  same  privileges  as  are  given  to  chemists,  has  received  a 
postcard  from  the  author  of  the  Bill,  dated  "  Pegli," 
April  8,  1896,  as  follows  :— 

"  Sir, — I  quite  agree  with  you  that  herbalists  should  be 
allowed  to  sell  medicines,  &c.  My  impression  is  that  they 
would  be  covered  by  the  clause,  but  I  will  look  at  it  when  I 
return.  "  Yours  truly, 

"John  Lubbock." 

Drug-  contracts. 

Nottingham  Union. — Tbe  following  tenders  were  sent  in 
for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  sundries  ior  six  months : — C.  W. 
Warriner,  3767.  7s.  Zd. ;  Knight  &  Co.,  375Z.  Os.  lQd. ;  C.  A. 
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Bolton,  3412.  7s.  IQd. ;  Spencer  &  Co.,  3302.  19s.  5d.  The 
tender  of  Spencer  &  Co.  was  accepted. 

Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  chemist,  Thame,  has  again  secured 
the  contract  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants,  soap,  and  oil  to 
the  Thame  Union  for  the  ensuing  six  months. 

Retired  Chemist  Reprimanded. 

On  Saturday  evening  last,  at  the  Guardians'  Board-room, 
at  Westbury,  Mr.  F.  M.  Carter,  Coroner,  held  an  inquiry  into 
the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  the  2l-months-old 
child  of  Thomas  Hart,  labourer,  of  that  place.  The  evidence 
showed  that  the  child  was  taken  unwell  on  the  previous 
Monday,  and  Mr.  Walter  Trigg,  late  of  Gloucester,  chemist, 
who  has  taken  to  farming  at  Westbury,  gave  it  some 
soothing-medicine,  but  the  child  died  on  the  following 
Thursday.  The  Coroner  (addressing  Mr.  Trigg)  said  he  had 
set  himself  up  as  a  medical  man,  which  he  should  not  have 
done.  He  had  acted  very  injudiciously,  and  he  (Mr.  Carter) 
hoped  never  to  hear  of  this  conduct  being  repeated.  Death 
from  convulsions,  arising  from  teething,  was  the  jury's 
verdict. 

The  Sale  of  Petroleum. 

The  Select  Committee  of  the  Houce  of  Commons  on  the 
Petroleum  Acts  took  further  evidence  on  April  17.  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle,  Permanent  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  the  law  required 
strengthening  in  order  to  guard  against  the  dangers  in  the 
carriage  of  petroleum.  The  importation  of  petroleum  in 
tank- ships  was  largely  on  the  increase,  while  importation  in 
barrels  was  largely  on  the  decrease.  The  present  Act  gave 
the  department  no  power  over  a  ship  after  the  cargo  was 
discharged,  and  therefore  they  were  unable  to  make  or  con- 
firm by-laws  for  the  cleansing  of  a  tank-vessel  from 
inflammable  vapour,  which  he  believed  to  be  a  source  of 
great  danger.  Mr.  G.  F.  Lyster,  C.B.,  engineer-in- chief  to 
the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board,  told  the  Committee 
of  the  precautions  taken  in  Liverpool.  Superintendent 
Tozer,  chief  of  the  fire-brigade  of  Birmingham,  stated  that 
in  that  town  the  common  use  of  petroleum  had  led  to  an 
increase  of  fires,  especially  in  small  retail  shops  where 
petroleum  was  sold.  Lamps,  which  had  been  the  chief 
cause  of  accidents,  were  of  a  cheap  and  fragile  character, 
and  could  be  bought  from  6d.  upwards.  The  present 
standard  of  73°  flash-point  was,  in  his  opinion,  much  too 
low  for  oil  kept  in  a  heated  room  in  a  small  cottage.  It 
ought  to  be  not  less  than  100°.  Inspector  Jarrett,  chief  of 
the  Explosives  Department  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation, 
gave  confirmatory  evidence,  and  favoured,  among  other 
things,  extending  the  powers  of  the  Petroleum  Act  to  the 
sellers  of  all  classes  of  petroleum,  inspection  of  the  con- 
ditions under  which  it  is  stored,  limitation  of  the  quantity, 
and  the  prohibition,  after  due  notice,  of  the  sale  of  lamps 
except  such  as  comply  with  specifications  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

A  Chemist  Killed  by  Pyridene. 
Mr.  Carttar  held  an  inquest  at  Greenwich,  on  April  22  on 
the  body  of  Frederick  Cecil  Westbrook  (24),  who  died  at  the 
Seamen's  Hospital,  from  the  effects  of  scalds.  He  had  been 
engaged  as  chemist  at  Forbes,  Abbott  &  Lennard's  coal-tar 
and  chemical  works,  Ordnance  Wharf,  Blackwall  Lane.  Mr. 
Field,  manager  at  the  works,  said  deceased  was  superintend- 
ing a  still,  and  the  foreman  was  on  the  top  of  the  crystallis- 
ing tank.  They  were  shutting  off  steam  at  the  time,  and 
witness,  who  had  just  gone  into  the  office,  heard  a  puff,  and 
turning  round  saw  deceased  running  towards  him.  He'  was 
badly  scalded  across  the  back,  arms,  face,  and  legs,  with  a 
solution  of  pyridene.  Medical  assistance  was  requisitioned 
and  deceased  conveyed  to  the  hospital.  The  Coroner  said  the 
case  was  one  on  which  they  ought  to  have  an  expert's 
opinion.  He  thought  it  came  within  the  province  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  inquest  was  adjourned  accordingly 
until  May  13.  °  J 

Obtaining  Drugs  by  False  Pretences. 
George  Thomas  Millership  (42),  described  as  a  dispenser 
was  sentenced  on  Wednesday,  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court' 
to  nine  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  on  charges 
of  obtaining  drugs  by  falsely  representing  himself  to  be  Dr 
Miller,  from  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers,  Jewry  Street,  Aldgate 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  Be  will  b* 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  b* 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Personal. 

Dr.  Williams,  surgeon,  of  Dr.  Williams  &  Co  ,  licentiate 
apothecaries,  Medical  Hall,  Fermoy,  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Cork. 

Dr.  Gordon,  L.P.S.I.,  was  thrown  out  of  his  trap  last 
week  in  avoiding  running  over  an  old  man.  The  doctor  was 
successful  in  his  effort,  but  unhappily  broke  his  own  leg. 
He  is  progressing  as  favourably  as  possible. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Professor  of  Botany,  Mr.  Henry 
Dixon,  B.A.,  has  returned  from  Washington  and  New  York, 
where  he  was  delayed  somewhat  longer  than  he  expected. 

Mr.  Albert  German,  late  proprietor  of  the  Dublin 
Mineral -water  Company,  has  abandoned  his  business  for  the 
musical  profession,  and  was  last  week  entertained  at  the 
Gresham  Hotel  and  presented  with  a  purse  of  sovereigns  on 
the  occasion  of  his  departure  for  London. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 

At  an  examination  for  Registered  Druggist  licence  held 
at  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  the  following  have  passed: — 
Messrs.  W.  C.  Adams,  J.  S.  Balmer,  J.  Goudy,  and  J.  Moore. 
Five  candidates  were  rejected. 

Drug-contracts. 
At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  South 
Dublin  Union,  held  on  April  16,  the  Clerk  reported  that  he 
had  checked  five  tenders  for  the  supply  of  medicine  for 
twelve  months,  and  that  the  names  of  the  houses  tendering 
and  the  amounts  were  as  follows  : — Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd, 
1,3212.  7s.  Hd. ;  Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co.,  1,1402.  10s.  Zd. ;  Messrs 
Thacker  &  Hoffe,  1,1112.  16s.  9d. ;  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
1,0902.  5s.  5d. ;  and  Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co.,  9672.  16s.  t±d. 
The  tender  of  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.  was  unanimously 
accepted. 

Selling  Methylated  Spirit. 

On  Monday  last  at  the  Coolock  (co.  Dublin)  Petty  Sessions, 
Messrs.  Carolan  &  Powell  and  Mr.  Simpson,  grocers  and 
general  dealers,  were  each  fined  122.  10s.  for  selling  methyl- 
ated spirit  without  a  licence.  The  conviction  was  accom- 
panied by  a  strong  recommendation  that  the  Excise 
authorities  should  reduce  the  fine  to  12.,  as  the  Bench  believed 
that  the  defendants  had  broken  the  law  in  ignorance. 

Beef-tea  and  Madness. 
On  Saturday  last  a  whole  family  in  Ballinasloe,  with  one 
exception,  were  committed  to  the  District  Lunatic  Asjlum 
raving  mad.  The  outbreak  has  been  traced  to  beef- tea,  of 
which  all  the  family,  save  the  one  mentioned,  had  partaken 
on  the  previous  day. 

The  Local  Government  Board  and  Drug  contracts. 

The  Dispensary  Committee  of  the  South  Dublin  Union  are 
up  in  arms  at  the  interference  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  revising  the  tender  for  drugs  submitted  by  the 
Guardians.  In  a  vigorous  protest  which  they  have  addressed 
to  the  Guardians  they  declare  their  inability  to  discover  on 
what  principle  the  Board  has  revised  the  list,  as  careful 
examination  on  their  part  has  failed  to  discover  how  it  has 
been  done.  They  protest  against  the  striking  out  of  many 
B.P.  preparations,  and  defend  machine-made  spread 
plasters  on  account  of  their  cheapness.  So  rapid  did  medical 
science  advance  that  a  Pharmacopoeia  issued  to-day  becomes 
in  two  years  inadequate  to  cover  the  requirements  of 
physicians.  The  Guardians  have  forwarded  the  letter  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  with  a  hope  that  the  writers  may 
be  given  a  free  hand  in  the  supply  of  medicines  for  the  sick 
poor. 
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Another  Athletic  Cup. 
We  annex  a  sketch  of  a  silver  cap  presented  to  the  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  by  Messrs.  Anderson  &  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  Edinburgh,  for  the  anneal  five-a-side 


competition  promoted  by  the  club,  the  final  tie  of  which 
will  be  played  at  the  club  sports  at  Powderhall  Grounds  in 
May. 

A  Reorganisation. 

Messrs.  Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists,  Glasgow, 
are  reorganising  their  business.  Mr.  G.  Macfie  Smith  has 
been  entrusted  with  the  management,  Mr.  Alexander  Bruce 
has  bean  engaged  as  traveller,  Mr.  Colvin  Gates,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  is  to  supervise  the  laboratory,  and  Mr.  William 
Hindman  has  charge  of  the  warehouse  and  attends  to  the 
buying.  The  firm  of  Brown  Brothers  &  Co.  has  been  in 
existence  since  1827.  Its  present  head  is  Mr.  Robert  Brown, 
B.Sc. 


Jfrencb  IRews. 

{From  cur  Paris  Correspondent.') 


Fibst  Aid. — M.  Paul  Strauss  has  had  printed  and  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  members  of  the  Paris  Municipal 
Council  a  report  of  inquiries  made  by  him  concerning  "  first 
aid  "  in  cases  of  street  accidents.  After  drawing  attention 
to  the  fact  that  Paris  is  less  well  equipped  than  most  other 
leading  European  cities  for  cases  of  accidents,  he  mentions 
the  well-known  fact  that  an  injured  person  is  invariably 
carried  to  a  pharmacy.  M.  Strauss  goes  on  to  say :  "  The 
pharmacist  has  not  made  the  necessary  studies  to  enable  him 
to  scrupulously  conform  to  the  prescriptions  of  the  law  and 
science,  although  his  devotion  in  such  cases  cannot  ba 
doubted.  Special  instruction  should  be  given  to  pharmacy 
students  in  the  matter  of  attending  injured  persons." 

The  Misdeeds  of  Pharmacists. — A  sort  of  campaign 
seems  to  spring  up  with  a  certain  amount  of  regularity  in 
the  Paris  Press  against  pharmacists  and  their  supposed 
backslidings.  Le  Temps  was  the  last  newspaper  to  discover 
that  there  is  something  rotten  in  the  state  of  pharmacy  in 
this  country.  Le  Matin  heads  an  attack  against  the  pro- 
fession with  the  headlines,  "  Agiinst  the  Formula,"  "  Les 


Falsifications  de  Messieurs  les  Pharmaciens,"  &c.  It  is  very 
evident  that  Le  Matin  has  no  other  motive  than  merely 
that  of  endeavouring  to  find  subject-matter  for  a  sensational 
article.  This  result  has  been  partially  obtained,  as  half-a- 
dozen  other  Paris  newspapers  comment  on  the  article  in 
question,  with  such  headings  as  "  Fraudulent  Pharmacists," 
"  Criminal  Frauds,"  "  Falsified  Medicaments,"  See.,  and  the 
provincial  Press  is  bound  to  copy.  Le  Matin  has  discovered 
a  physician  who  prescribed  antipyrin  to  a  client,  and,  find- 
ing it  had  no  effect,  analysed  the  substance  and  found  in  it 
50  per  cent,  of  bicarbonate  of  soda.  According  to  the 
article  in  question,  several  columns  of  a  newspaper  would  be 
required  to  enumerate  the  list  of  pharmaceutical  frauds  that 
are  regularly  practised. 

Sterilisation  of  River-water. — The  Paris  Municipal 
Council  has  decided  to  accept  the  offer  made  by  Baron 
Tindal  for  sterilising  river-water  by  ozone,  already  referred 
to  in  the  C.  <$•  D.  of  April  4.  The  conditions  remain  that 
he  undertakes  to  erect  at  his  own  risk  the  necessary  ap- 
paratus for  sterilising  daily  5,000  cubic  metres  of  water. 
The  cost  is  not  to  exceed  2^3.  (less  than  \d.~)  per  cubic 
metre,  and  Baron  Tindal  is  to  receive  ljc.  per  cubic  metre 
of  water  treated  during  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  The 
other  conditions  are— (I)  that  the  water  must  be  freed  from 
all  germs ;  (2)  it  must  retain  a  natural  and  agreeable  taste  ; 
and  (3)  must  contain  no  deleterious  substance  as  a  result  of 
the  treatment.  In  case  of  failure,  or  if  the  chemical  experts 
are  not  satisfied  that  all  the  conditions  are  exactly  fulfilled, 
the  inventor  will  have  to  remove  his  apparatus  without  any 
expense  whatsoever  to  the  city  of  Paris,  besides  which  he  is 
accorded  no  special  privilege.  Baron  Tindal  bases  his  hopes 
of  success  on  the  results  already  obtained  by  him  in  Holland 
in  treating  river- water.  Other  inventors  are  turning  their 
attention  to  the  question  of  purifying  Paris  river-water,  and 
a  Mr.  MacDonald  is  at  present  here  from  England  engaged 
in  experiments  in  the  same  connection. 

M.  Jules  Lefort,  chief  editor  of  the  Journal  de  PJiar- 
macie  et  de  Ckimie,  the  oldest  French  pharmaceutical 
journal,  died  rather  suddenly  on  April  6  at  Pierrefonds, 
where  he  had  gone  to  spend  Easter  with  his  family.  M. 
Lefort  was  born  in  1819,  and  graduated  pharmacist  of  the 
first  class  at  Paris  in  1815.  For  the  next  seventeen  years  he 
conducted  business  at  various  places  ;  but  in  1862  he  com- 
menced to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  science,  and  became 
successively  Vice-President  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Hydro- 
logy of  Paris,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Paris,  and  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  In  1864 
he  obtained  the  Legion  of  Honour.  M.  Lefort  was  the 
author  of  a  great  many  treatises  on  pure  and  applied 
chemistry  and  pharmacy,  but  his  most  important  work  was 
in  connection  with  water- analysis.  His  handbook  on 
Hydrological  Chemistry  went  through  several  editions,  and 
still  ranks  as  one  of  the  standard  works  of  its  kind.  He  was 
awarded  a  medal  for  it  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  He 
was  also  the  co- editor  of  a  General  Dictionary  of  Mineral 
Waters.  Among  M.  Lefort's  pharmaceutical  publications 
the  most  important  are  treatises  on  the  compounds  of 
tungstic  acid,  on  the  distribution  of  atropine  in  belladonna, 
on  emetine  and  ipecacuanha,  and  on  chromium  hydroxides. 
Since  1875  M.  Lefort  had  been  a  member  of  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Ckimie,  and  last 
year  he  succeeded  the  late  M.  Regnault  as  "  President  of  the 
Committee"  of  that  journal. 

Paris  Pharmacists'  Assistants. — The  Syndicate  of 
Pharmacists'  Assistants  have  now  taken  up  their  head- 
quarters at  the  Bourse  du  Travail  (Workers'  Exchange),  a 
handsome  building  with  a  colonnade  frontage,  near  the  Place 
de  la  Republique.  They  have  a  fairly  large  office,  with 
painted  walls,  furnished  in  a  plain,  substantial  manner,  on 
the  second  floor,  and  it  is  a  decided  improvement  on  the  old 
office  in  the  Rue  Tiquetonne.  It  has  an  outlook  on  the 
glazed  roof  of  the  extensive  "  Salle  des  Greves  "  (Strikers' 
Hall),  which  is  entered  on  the  ground  floor.  The  Bourse  du 
Travail  has  been  closed  for  some  time,  owing  to  difficulties 
that  arose  in  connection  with  a  strike,  and  was  only  re- 
opened a  week  8go.  Pharmacy  was  represented  at  the 
ceremony  by  ten  members  of  the  Assistants'  Syndicate. 
Fraternity  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  refreshments 
being  at  a  premium,  the  delegates  present  shared  glasses  of 
champagne  amongst  three  or  four  with  much  cordiality.  A 
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representative  of  the  G.  <('  D.  called  at  the  new  pharmacists' 
assistants'  offiss  a  few  days  ago,  and  was  received  by  a 
M.  Boisaud,  who  was  in  charge.  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  as 
to  how  the  members  of  tb.9  Syndicate  would  like  their  new 
headquarters,  he  said,  "  Well,  for  one  thing,  we  shall  be  able 
to  hold  our  meetings  hsre  instead  of  at  cites,  and  that  will 
be  more  dignified.  Oaly,  as  the  Bourse  c'.oses  at  midnight, 
we  can  no  longer  carry  our  discussion  far  into  the  early 
hoars  of  the  morning;  but  we  shall  probably  find  a  com- 
pensation by  having  reunions  oace  a  fortnight,  instead  of 
monthly.  We  are  in  good  qaarters  here,  with,  as  you  see, 
telephone,  electric  light,  and  uniformed  attendants,  besides 
which  we  are  promised  a  library  and  reading-room  very 
shortly.  In  fact,  the  Paris  Municipal  Council  has  been  quite 
paternal  to  us." 


Jforeian  ano  Colonial  flews. 


Amebica  is  a  Fkee  Country.— When  the  New  York  State 
Board  of  Health  finds  out  that  a  pharmacist  dispenses  inferior 
medicines,  instead  of  prosecuting  the  pharmacist,  the  Board 
advertises  that  he  has  dispensed  inferior  phytic.  This  may 
save  expense,  but  where  does  the  justice  come  in  1 

African  Nitre. — The  plant  for  the  treatment  of  the 
deposits  of  nitrate  of  potasb.  on  the  South  African  Saltpetre 
Fields  Company's  property  at  Prieska  has  been  ordered, 
and  will  be  shipped  to  South  Africa  in  a  few  weeks ; 
meanwhile,  a  consignment  of  the  nitrate,  containing,  it  is 
stated,  90  per  cent,  of  pure  saltpetre,  is  expected  shortly  at 
Southampton. 

An  Anti  cutting  Breakdown — A  month  or  two  ago 
there  was  no  spot  on  the  globe  wbere  things  looked  so  bright 
for  anti-cutters  as  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  but  now 
Boston  wholesale  druggists  have  departed  from  their  agree- 
ment not  to  supply  cutters,  and  the  only  hope  of  retailers  is 
in  the  success  of  the  Druggists'  Union.  This  is  a  body 
formed  to  manufacture  specialities  for  anti-cutters  exclu- 
sively, but  reports  indicate  a  poor  time  ahead. 

U.S.  Naval  Hospital  Dispensers — A.  Bill  has  been 
introduced  in  the  United  States  Senate,  andhasbeen  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  for  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  dispensers  for  the  Marine  Hospital  service.  The 
Bill  requires  dispensers  to  be  graduates  in  pharmacy,  but  they 
mast  in  addition  piss  a  special  examination.  Pay  will  be  at 
the  rate  of  $75  a  month,  and  10  per  cent,  increase  every  five 
years,  with  ooard,  lodging,  and  travelling-expenses. 

How  it  is  Done  in  "  the  States." — Drug-store  specu- 
lators are  not  unknown  in  the  United  States.  By  that  we 
mean  men  who  make  a  living  by  baying  and  telling  stores. 
They  generally  fit  np  a  showy  looking  shop,  get  hold  of  a 
greenhorn,  says  the  Era,  a  young  man  with  only  a  few 
hundred  dollars,  who  makes  the  first  paym°nts  and  gives  his 
notes  for  the  rest,  payable  at  the  rate  of  $50  a  month.  He 
struggles  along,  thinking  the  times  are  hard,  and  business 
will  pick  up.  He  puts  his  last  cent  into  it,  and  then  when 
the  notes  are  not  paid,  the  property  is  foreclosed,  sold,  and 
bought  in  by  the  speculator,  who  has  meanwhile  been  living 
comfortably  on  the  sums  paid  by  his  dupes. 

The  Bombay  Government  "  Analsyer's"  Report.— The 
chemical  "  Analyser "  to  the  Government  of  Bombay  has 
issued  his  report  for  1895,  from  which  it  appears  that  he 
has  had  a  pretty  busy  year.  No  fewer  than  1,486  articles 
were  examined  in  connection  with  legal  cases,  besides  411 
samples  of  potable  waters,  and  1.153  samples  of  Government 
stores  and  articles  questioned  by  the  Custom".  The  more 
stringent  enforcement  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  is 
partly  responsible  for  this  increase  of  work.  The  medico- 
legal cases  investigated  by  the  department  included  the 
following: — Cases  of  suspected  human  poisoning,  170  cases; 
cf  suspected  animal  poisoning,  100  cases ;  missallaneous 
cases  (principally  cases  of  staining  with  blood,  &c ),  57 
cases.  Of  the  170  cases  of  suspected  human  poisoning  in- 
vestigated during  the  past  year  poison  was  detected  in  91  (or 
55  3  per  cent ),  a  larger  number  and  percentage  than  in  any 
previous  year.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  reports 
furnished  to  this  office,  the  94  cases  of  human  poisoning  in 
which  some  poison  was  detected  during  the  past  year  included 


the  poisoning  of  122  persons,  o£  whom  47  died.  These  figures- 
of  persons  poisoned  and  deaths  from  arsenical  poisoning  are 
all  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  dhatura  arid  other 
poisons  remaining  much  the  same,  while  opium  was  found 
in  more  than  double  the  number  of  cases,  with  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  persons  poisoned  and  deaths.  From  the 
figures  are  calculated  the  following  percentages  of  death  for 
each  poison  in  the  cases  where  the  poison  was  actually 
detected: — Arsenic,  50  0  per  cent.;  opium,  59  2  per  cen-t. ; 
dhatura,  100  0  per  cent. ;  other  poisons,  316  per  cent. 


$raoe*ffl>arft$  HppUeo  for. 


A  NY  person  who  has  good  grounds  of  objection  to  the  registration  of  Jif.y 
A  of  the  following  mirks  shrald  at  ones  communicate  with  Sir  Reader 
Lack, Comptroller-General,  at  ihi  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings 
Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O, 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal"  April  22,  1836  ) 

Device  of  pennant,  with  initials  "  F.  S  D.  Co.";  for  sheep- 
dip.  By  Cope  Brothers  &  Co.,  10  Lord  Nelson  Street, 
Liverpool, tobacco-manufacturers.  193,310.  Theessectial 
particular  is  thj  device. 

"  Shieldrigg"  ;  for  chemical  substanegs  usel  in  matin. pic- 
tures, photography,  &c.  By  Shields  &  Brown,  12  Gordon 
Street,  Glasgow,  coal- exporters.  193,421. 

"  Hassall's  Chemical  Food,"  and  facsimile- signature  of 
applicant  in  square  ;  for  a  medicated  food  for  human  a;e. 
By  Abner  Hassall,  Sunnjdene,  Palmerston  Road,  Eowea 
Park,  London,  N,  manufacturing  chemist.  The  essential 
particular  is  the  signature.  193,046. 

Geometrical  device ;  for  a  substitute  for  cream  of  tartar  in 
the  manufacture  of  confectionery.  Bv  the  Manchester 
Chemical  Company,  2  and  8  Corn  Exchange,  Fennel 
Street,  Manchester.  193,094.  The  essential  particular 
is  the  device. 

"Cymralis  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  R.  Bllia 
&  Son,  Mineral- water  Works,  Ruthin.  193,776. 

Signature  of  applicants  and  their  initials ;  for  mineral  and 1 
aerated  waters.  By  R  Fenwick  &  Co.,  74  High  Street 
West,  Sunderland,  brewers.  193,185. 

"  Vibrona  "  ;  "  Molex  " ;  "  Solex  "  ;  for  chemical  sub- 
stances used  in  manufactures,  photography,  &c,  in 
Class  1.  "  Solex  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  for 
agricultural,  veterinary,  sanitary  purposes,  &o.,  ia 
Class  2.  By  F.  W.  Fletcher,  Beauchamp  Lodge,  Enfield, 
manufacturing  chemist.    192,733,  193,828-9-30. 

Figure  of  two  children,  surmounted  by  name  and  address  of 
applicants  ;  for  farinaceous  foods.  Applicints'  facsimile - 
signature,  and  name  and  address  ;  for  substances  used 
as  food.  Combination  of  devices  on  floral  label,  fac- 
simile-signature and  wording  ;  for  a  food-stuff  prepara- 
tion, specially  prepared  for  infants,  invalids,  &c.  By 
J.  R.  Neave  &  Co.,  Fordingbridge,  manufacturers. 
189,248,  189,514,  192,867.  The  essential  particulars  of 
the  last-named  trade-mark  are  the  combination  of 
devices  and  applicants'  signature. 


The  Deterioration  of  Sodium-thiosulphate  Solu- 
tion is  prevented,  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction  (accord- 
ing to  Mr.  F.  H.  Allcock),  by  the  addition  of  a  little  carbon 
bisulphide,  and  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  reactions. 

The  Director  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens  at  Trinidad 
has  ascertained  beyond  doubt  that  Vanilla  plamfolia,  Aud'.r 
is  the  best  variety  that  can  be  obtained  for  cultivation  in  the 
West  Indies.  Last  December  he  harvested  in  his  gardens  a 
small  quantity  of  vanilla  from  the  plants  of  Sion  House  and 
Mauritius  varieties,  Vanilla  planifolia,  Au&  One  bunch 
contained  fifty- one  ripe  "  beans  "  or  "pods,"  weighing  con- 
siderably over  1  lb.  when  cut  from  the  plane.  Tae  banch  of 
flowers  from  which  these  were  produced  had  been  hand; 
fertilised  by  Mr.  Lunt,  the  assistant  superintendent. 
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frbarmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain, 


MEETING  OF  EXECUTIVE  OF  THE  NORTH 
BRITISH  BRA.NCH. 

A MEETING  of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held  at  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh,  on  April  17.  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing  (Chair- 
re  an)  presided. 

Is  the  Preliminary  Examination  an  Adequate 
Test? 

The  discussion  adjourned  from  the  last  meeting,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  George  Coull  (Edinburgh)  was  resumed.  The 
motion  was  as  follows  : — 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  o£  the  Executive  of  the  North 
British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical Society  of  Great  Britain 
that  the  time  has  now  arrived  for  makiug  the  first  or  Preliminary 
examination  a  more  efficient  test  of  a  candidate's  general  know- 
ledge. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Fisher  (Dunfermline)  moved  as  an  amendment : — 

That  the  Executive  delay  further  consideration  of  this  matter  in  the 
meantime. 

Mr.  Coull  said  he  did  not  think  the  motion  required  much 
argument  in  its  favour.  It  appeared  to  be  thought  it  would 
be  an  act  of  temerity  on  their  part  to  move  in  the  matter 
without  headquarters ;  but  since  their  last  meeting  Mr. 
Carteighe  had  taken  the  subject  into  his  consideration,  so 
that  he  had  no  doubt,  by  simply  making  the  motion,  it  would 
be  carried.  He  pointed  out  that  since  John  Knox  instituted 
parochial  education  Scotland  had  always  been  in  the  fore- 
front as  regarded  that  subject,  acid  that  even  yet  the  Board 
Schools  in  Scotland  were  in  advance  of  those  in  England,  so 
that  it  was  right  that  Scotland  should  advocate  that  this  ex- 
amination should  be  made  more  stringent. 

Mr.  George  Lunan  did  not  think  Mr.  Coull's  motion  at 
all  premature.  He  thought  the  Preliminary  examination 
should  be  stiffened,  and  thus  brought  into  line  with  the 
Minor  and  other  examinations.  The  Minor  examination 
really  required  a  higher  education  than  their  Preliminary  de- 
manded, and  if  they  wished  to  occupy  a  more  professional 
status  they  must  have  a  stiffer  Preliminary.  Outsiders 
looked  at  the  Preliminary,  and  measured  the  Minor  exami- 
nation by  it.  They  would  be  able  to  command  a  greater 
monopoly  if  they  had  a  Preliminary  almost,  if  not,  equal  to 
the  medical  Preliminary.  He  repudiated  the  idea  conveyed 
by  Mr.  Fisher  at  the  last  meeting  that  the  trade  was  not 
worth  a  more  difficult  Preliminary  examination,  and  asserted 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  what  it  was  because 
they  had  passed  from  voluntary  to  compulsory  examinations. 
If  they  had  not  put  shackles  on  themselves,  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  get  the  legislation  they  had  obtained. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Fisher  said,  when  he  proposed  the  amendment, 
he  stated  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  Preliminary  or  any 
of  the  examinations  being  made  stiffer,  but  it  would  be  folly 
to  do  so  until  they  had  a  curriculum  for  the  other  examina- 
tions. Mr.  Lunan  had  misunderstood  him.  He  did  not  say 
the  trade  was  not  worthy  of  a  more  difficult  examination.  His 
view  had  always  been— and  still  was — that  if  their  status 
was  to  be  improved  they  must  have  a  curriculum,  and  then 
they  could  have  as  stiff  an  examication  as  the  medical.  It 
was  as  stiff  already  in  the  subjects  they  had.  Until  they 
had  a  regular  curriculum,  he  did  not  think  the  Preliminary 
should  be  any  stiffer  than  it  was. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry,  speaking  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
candidates,  said  he  thought  the  Preliminary  was  fairly  easy, 
but  the  Minor  was  very  difficult.  Therefore,  as  matters  stood, 
it  was  too  much  the  "  will  you  walk  into  my  parlour  said  the 
spider  to  the  fly  "  policy— candidates  found  it  very  difficult 
to  get  further  than  the  Preliminary.  He  found  that  for  the 
twenty- five  years  endiDg  1895  the  percentage  of  passes  in 
the  Minor  and  Preliminary  examinations  averaged  51 6, 
and  ranged  from  46  from  1870-75  to  58  from  1890-95. 
Altogether  17,713  young  men  had  passed  the  Preliminary, 
and  out  of  these  9,302  had  passed  the  Minor  examination  as 
yet.   Taking  into  account  the  candidates  who  had  recently 


passed  the  Preliminary  and  would  yet  pass  the  Minor,  those 
who  went  abroad,  who  entered  the  medical  profession,  and 
who  died,  he  thought  they  might  take  it  that  there  were  fully 
4,000  young  men  in  the  trade  who  had  passed  the  Prelimin- 
ary and  had  not  yet  passed  the  Minor  examination.  That 
did  not  prove  that  the  Preliminary  should  be  made  easy 
because  trade  was  bad,  but  that  trade  was  bad  because  the 
Preliminary  was  made  easy,  because  these  young  men  were 
filling  positions  which  ought  to  be  filled  by  qualified  men. 
If  the  Preliminary  was  a  bar  at  the  beginning,  and  if  they 
told  these  young  men  that  they  had  a  difficult  examination 
to  begin  with  and  that  if  they  had  not  the  brains  to  pass  it 
they  would  not  be  able  to  pass  the  Minr  ,  that  would  be 
fair.  But  candidates  were  enticed  by  tvis  Preliminary,  and 
when  they  were  in  they  found  it  ^ery  difficult  to  get 
further.  That  was  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the  Pre- 
liminary being  made  stricter.  The  introduction  of  a  curri- 
culum might  be  an  argument  for  making  the  Minor  stiffer, 
but  it  did  not  affect  the  argument  with  regard  to  stiffening 
the  Preliminary. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Cursie  (Glasgow)  said  the  view  he  had  expressed 
at  the  last  meeting  had  been  considerably  strengthened 
by  what  he  believed  would  be  the  result  of  the  recent  Pre- 
liminary examination.  T  hat  Preliminary  paper  was  an  easy 
one  to  him,  but  to  those  who  sat  under  him  it  would  be  a 
very  serious  stumbling- oiock.  He  felt  it  was  too  easy  from 
the  fact  that  he  submitted  it  to  an  ex -sixth  standard  boy, 
13  years  of  age,  who  did  the  three  subjects  in  two-and-a- 
half  hours,  and  gave  practically  the  same  answers  to  all  the 
questions  as  were  given  in  the  examination-room.  Three  of 
the  candidates  at  that  Preliminary  examination  spent  one 
hour  over  one  of  the  sums  in  arithmetic,  and  one  of 
them  afterwards  came  to  him  with  his  paper  and  said  it 
was  too  bad  that  the  examination  should  be  so  stiff.  He 
(Mr.  Currie)  told  the  candidate  that  he  had  done  the  sum  in 
twenty  minutes.  He  sympathised  with  those  who  were 
averse  to  making  the  Preliminary  stiffer,  but,  speaking  for 
the  good  of  their  trade,  he  thought  it  was  far  too  easy.  If 
they  stiffened  it  they  would  keep  back  a  great  many  who 
were  unworthy  to  step  into  the  ranks  of  pharmacy.  He 
would  go  further  than  Mr.  Coull,  and  say  that  if  a  man 
failed  to  pass  the  Preliminary  after  a  certain  number  of 
times  he  should  be  debarred  from  coming  up  in  future.  The 
same  thing,  he  thought,  should  apply  to  the  Minor  examina- 
tion. 

On  a  vote  being  taken,  Mr.  Coull's  motion  was  carried  by 
ten  votes  to  three  for  the  amendment. 

There  was  a  further  discussion  on  the  subject  of  exami- 
nations on  the  reading  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Branch  to 
the  Council,  which  report  was  held  to  be  private. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  the  outstanding  feature  in  it  was  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  candidates  who  bad  come  forward.  He  was  very 
glad  that  such  a  full  analysis  of  the  results  of  the  examina- 
tions was  given,  because  it  bore  out  what  he  had  been 
contending  for.  The  percentage  of  failures  was  simply 
alarming. 

Mr.  David  Storrar  (Kirkcaldy)  seconded  the  adoption 
of  the  report.  It  was  not  to  be  left  out  of  mind,  he  said, 
that  they  could  increase  the  percentage  of  passes  either  by 
increasing  the  stringency  of  the  Preliminary  or  decreasing 
the  stringency  of  the  Minor  examination.  They  could  go 
on  increasing  the  stiffness  of  the  Minor  examination,  and 
raising  the  qualification  of  the  men  who  joined  their  body  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  whatever  they  did,  lads  were  taken  into 
shops  who  had  not  the  general  education  that  would  fit 
them  to  make  a  success  in  the  trade.  The  result  of  stiffening 
the  examination  would  be  that  these  lads  would  not  even 
try  to  pass,  but  simply  lay  themselves  out  to  make  a  living, 
and  they  would  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  in 
the  trade  all  their  lives. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Kermath  (St.  Andrews)  said  it  would  be 
interesting  to  get  some  idea  of  the  training  of  those  who 
came  there  as  candidates — whether  they  simply  came  on 
chance  and  took  the  risk  of  passing,  or  prepared  themselves 
in  any  methodical  manner.  He  asked  those  who  were 
under  his  charge  to  leave  his  shop  for  half  a  year  or  a  whole 
year  and  go  in  for  regular  study,  because  he  thought  it  a 
great  hardship  to  expect  a  young  man  who  worked  from 
morning  till  night  to  prepare  himself  and  make  a  decent 
appearance  in  the  Minor  examination.    He  had  a  great 
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difficulty  to  get  lads  with  fair  knowledge  and  who  could  pass 
the  Preliminary  to  eater  hit  shop  Hi  mide  it  a  point  ol 
letting  them  understand  th*t  the  first  thing  they  would  have 
to  do  was  to  pass  the  Preliminary.  If  he  could  manage  to 
have  them  pass  before  they  came  near  him  he  preferred  it, 
and  he  aimed  at  that  and  encouraged  them  by  paying  their 
fees.  There  must  be  some  haphazird  woik  in  the  way  they 
came  up  and  bothered  the  examiners,  and  it  was  terrible  to 
have  such  a  large  percentage  of  failurep 

Mr.  Moir  said  he  supposed  about  75  p?r  cent,  of  the 
candidates  came  from  school 

The  Chairman  said  they  could  not  tell  how  they  had 
been  trained,  but  he  thought  he  might  safely  say  the  greater 
number  of  them  had  had  some  training  at  Board  schools. 
The  weakest  part  of  the  candidates  was  their  elementary 
training  in  science,  particularly  in  the  principles  of  chemistry 
and  botany. 

Mr.  G.  Lunan  said  their  percentage  was  no  worse  than 
that  of  the  mtdical  Preliminary. 

Mr.  Cukrib  said  that,  according  to  the  report  of  the  last 
Council,  the  majority  of  the  failures  were  in  dispensing. 
That  seemed  to  him  a  serious  matter. 

The  Chairman  said  that  was  true  of  the  London  exami- 
nations, but  not  of  the  North  British  Bianch.  He  would  say 
that  twice  as  many  failed  in  chemistry  as  in  dispensing. 

Mr.  Coull  asked  if  the  Edinburgh  candidates  got  more, 
than  the  six  volumetric  solutions  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  Chairman  said  they  could  not  discuss  that.. 

Mr.  Cotjll  said  they  got  more  in  London.  He  had  seen 
the  papers. 

The  discussion  then  dropped. 

Election  of  Executive. 

Mr.  G  Ltjnan  moved,  and  ifc  was  agreed,  to  fix  Friday 
June  19,  for  the  election  of  the  Executive  for  next  year,  and 
the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  were  appointed  scrutineers, 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

The  Executive  then  met  in  private. 


APKIL  EXAMINATIONS. 
Edinburgh. 

Major  Examination. 
Five  candidates  were  examined,  and  two  passed,  viz. : — 

|     Wilson,  Thomas,  Burntisland 
Minor  Examination. 


Orornbie,  James,  Pertli 


The  following  were  successful : — 


Adamson,  Andrew,  Edinburgh 
Andrew,  James,  Southpoit 
Bannatyne,  Ebenezer,  Irvine 
Bentley,  Arthur  Mee,  Nottingham 
Binks,  John  Durham,  Rotherham 
Bisset,  Arthur  Wm.,  Edinburgh 
Black,  David,  Glasgow 
Boyle,  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Oasson,  Prank,  BirmiBgham 
Cellars,  William,  Edinburgh 
Clarke,  Peter  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Denton,  John  Gill,  Sheffield 
Duncan,  George,  Glasgow 
Edge,  William  D.,  Withington 
Edwards,  Evan  David,  Manchester 
Eyre,  Sidney,  jun.,  Sheffield 
Fenton,  Richard,  Manchester 
Prance,  William  Henry,  Rotherham 
Gibson,  Hubert,  Manchester 
Gray,  Herbert,  Manchester 
Halstead,  Joseph  Ernest,  Burnley 
Hickes,  Charles  Edward,  York 
Hindmarch,  Thomas  P.,  Manchester 
Holt,  William,  Dukinfield 
Hudson,  Frederick  W.,  Edinburgh 
Irvine,  Alexander,  Edinburgh 
Johnstone,  Robert  Ross,  Cromarty 
Knowles,  W.  R.,  Newton-le-Willows 
Lawton,  Richard,  Manchester 
Leak,  Frederick  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Lock,  James,  Edinburgh 
Low,  John,  Chester-le- Street 
Low,  Jojeph,  Edinburgh 


McMaster,  Thomas,  Greenock 
Macrae,  John  Grigor,  Edinburgh 
Middler,  Robert  James,  Edinburgh 
Mitchell,  Willie,  Halifax 
Mossop,  Moses,  Maryport 
Murdoch,  James,  Glasgow 
Murray,  Donald  S.,  Edinburgh 
Nelmes,  George,  Liverpool 
Oliver,  John,  Birmingham 
Pringle,  N.  D.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Procter,  Alfred,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Raw,  Herbert,  Withington 
Robinson,  John  Henry,  Edinburgh 
Rogerson,  Bernard  A.,  Edinburgh 
Scott,  Jn.  Wilson,  Birmingham 
Sherriffs,  Alexander,  Glasgow 
Shimwell,  James  Hugh,  Manchester 
Simpson,  Dundas,  Broxburn 
Sleggs,  William  Arthur,  Liverpool 
Stevenson,  James  Ross,  Edinburgh 
Sutherland,  John  George,  Glasgow 
Taylor,  Alfred,  Birmingham 
Taylor,  William  B.,  Edinburgh 
Taylor,  William  P.  A.,  Blackpool 
Terry,  Erne3t  Wayte,  Manchester 
Thompson,  John  Robert,  Edinburgh 
Thomson,  John  Henry,  Edinburgh 
Troup,  Alexander  S.,  Edinburgh 
Walters,  Eowell  Jones,  Edinburgh 
Waters,  Joseph,  Edinburgh 
Whitelaw,  John  Herbert,  Sheffield 
Whitney,  Alfred,  Birmingham 
Wilson,  George  M.,  Edinburgh 


London. 

Major  Examination. 

Twenty-five  candidates  were  examined,  and  the  following 
twelve  passed  : — 

Martin,  J.  W.,  St.  Agnfs,  Cornwall 
Playfoot,  Frederic  H.,  Dorking 
Smedley,  Walter  Graham,  Farnham 
Williams,  John,  Bagillt 
Willson,  Robert  W.,  Peterborough 
Wright,  Frederick,  Knutsford 


Barritt,  Wesley,  Newton  Heath 
Beachell,  John,  Boston  Spa 
Blunt,  Henry  R.,  Birmingham 
Bridges,  Hertert,  Norwich 
Elwell,  F;ederick  Budd,  Southsea 
Howard,  Alfred,  Newton  Hyde 


Minor  Examination. 

The  number  of  candidates  examined  was  234,  oE  whom  the 
following  eighty-one  passed  : — 


Blunt,  Walter  Arthur 
Brice,  Henry  Doyle 
B'.jrgham,  Harry  Hinsley 
Burnett,  Albert  Edward 
Burrows,  Frank 
Oampkin,  Francis  Sidney 
Cannell,  John  Wilfred  Patrick 
Chandler,  Martin  William 
Coggin,  Archibald  H.  G. 
Cole,  Frederick  William 
Cornfoot,  Thomis  Boots 
Ooverdale,  Arthur  Edward 
Creswell,  Harry  George 
Dann,  Charles 
Dean,  John 

Dimmock,  Charles  Woolmin 
Ellis,  William  Ncale 
Forbes,  James 
Gerrish,  Emerson 
Goode,  Arthur  Frederick 
Green,  Sidney  HerberS 
Hallett,  William  John 
Hamerton,  James 
Haynes,  Arthnr  Herbert 
Hill,  Charle3  Alexander 
Hinde,  Ernest  Lionel 
Hitt,  Thomas  Gabriel 
Horniblow,  Frederick  Herbert 
James,  Henry  Palmer 
Johnson,  Frederick  Ingram 
Jones,  Driver  Fitzherbert 
Jones,  John  Harrison 
Jones,  John  Richard 
Jones,  Morgan  Richard 
Jones,  R  ibert  Coetmor 
Jones,  William  Rhys 
Langham,  Ebenezer 
Last,  Ernest  Charles 
Last,  George  Valentine  C. 
Lean,  Wilfrid 
Lloyd,  Hugh  William 


Lloyd,  Thomas  Henry 
Munton,  James  Boughton 
Nelson,  George 
Oakley,  Frank  Arthur 
Orchard,  Fred 
Paddon,  Samuel 
Payne,  Roger 
Pearson,  Geo'ge  Frnest 
Perkin=,  Thomas  Richard 
Pilcher,  Daniel  Garnet 
Pollard,  Albert 
Rackham,  Charles  George 
Rhodes,  John  William 
Roberts,  William  Henry 
Round,  William  Hopkins 
Srlter,  1  hpmas  Lewis 
Senior,  William  Arthur 
Senter  George 
Shakerley,  WillHm  Arttur 
Sheldrake,  Albert  Mason 
Silz,  Oscar 

Smart,  Harold  William 
Smith,  Albert  George 
Smith,  Wm.  Hy.  Harold 
Spurge,  Edward  Charles 
Stabler,  Edgar 
Stamp,  Francis  Underwood 
Stearn,  Ralph  Marmaduke 
Sutcliffe,  Lot  Bains 
Thomas,  Jacob  Beynon 
Thompson,  Fredefiek  William 
Thorpe,  Arthur  Mux'ow 
Tru'cott,  Gilbert  Edgar 
Umney,  Ernest  Albert 
Weston,  William  Arthur 
Wheeler,  Ernest  John 
Whitchurch,  Ernest  William 
Wileman,  Frederick  Walter 
Woodruff,  Walter 

Wroth  well,  Frederick  James  Hartley 


It  is  curious  how  names  change  as  they  go  round  the 
world.  One  would  think  that  there  could  be  no  mistake 
about  Professor  J.  R.  Green's  name,  yet  an  American  paper 
has  managed  to  convert  it  into  Dr.  J.  Gruss,  at  which  he 
stands  as  the  authority  on  diastasic  ferments  in  plants. 

"In  or  About  a  Shop." — The  Shop-hours'  Regulation 
Act,  1892,  provides  that  no  young  person  (defined  as  under 
18  years  of  age)  shall  be  employed  "  in  or  about  a  shop 
for  a  longer  period  than  seventy-four  hours,  including 
meal  times,  in  any  one  week."  A  newsagent  in  Shore- 
ditch  employed  a  boy  for  newspaper-work  in  the  early 
mornings  in  Fleet  Street  and  at  railway-stations,  and 
similarly  in  the  evening,  the  boy  filling  up  his  time  in 
the  shop.  The  newsagent  was  summoned  under  the  Act, 
and  the  Magistrate  held  that  the  words  of  the  Act  '  in  or 
about  the  shop"  did  not  apply  to  the  time  when  the  boy 
was  quite  away  from  the  shop.  Lords  Justices  Lindley  and 
Kay  (on  an  appeal  by  the  London  County  Council)  took  a 
different  view,  and  remitted  the  case  to  the  Magistrate 
(Mr.  Bushby)  at  Worphip  Street  Police  Court.  Mr.  Bushby 
therefore  convicted  the  newsagent  under  this  interpretation 
of  the  Act,  and  called  the  attention  of  employers  to  their 
liability ;  but  in  this  case  he  imposed  a  fine  of  Id  only  and 
costs  2s. 
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Zhc  TOfnter  Session. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  meeting  held  at  103  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.,  on 
Thursday,  Apiil  16,  waa  devoted  to  short  papers  by  the 
members.    The  first  of  them  was  on 

Ceeam  of  Tartar. 

By  H.  H/Robins,  F.C.S. 

Tha  author  pointed  out  that  the  cfficial  test  for  this  is 
inadequate,  as  it  does  not  provide  against  sulphate  of  lime 
as  an  impurity.  Moreover,  the  assay  method  is  poor.  One 
sample,  according  to  it,  contained  84  per  cent,  of  potassium 
bitartrate,  while  direct  titration  showed  it  to  be  a  945- 
per-cent.  article,  besides  which  it  contained  0'8  per  cent, 
calcium  tartrate,  3  6  percent,  calcium  sulphate,  and  06  per 
cent,  of  moisture.  Calcium  sulphate  occurs  in  the  better 
grades  of  German  "  cream,"  and  in  the  French  calcium 
tartrate  it  is  the  chief  impurity.  There  is  no  difficulty  in 
getting  cream  of  tartar  equal  to  B.P.,  but  there  is  much 
offered  containing  up  to  12  per  cent,  of  impurity,  chiefly 
calcium  tartrate;  indeed,  the  author  had  a  sample  offered  to 
him  by  a  broker  the  other  week  which  contained  15  per 
cent,  of  that  impurity.  Speaking  of  the  cfficial  tests,  he  said 
that  if  they  are  used  at  all  that  should  only  be  in  conjunction 
with  direct  titration,  while  the  ash  should  be  ignited,  heated 
with  ammonium  carbonate,  gently  ignited,  and  weighed  as 
calcium  carbonate.  This  represents  the  calcium  sulphate 
and  tartrate  present,  and  the  difference  between  the  direct 
and  indirect  determination  of  tartrate  shows  hew  much 
sulphate  there  is,  and  any  calcium  carbonate  in  excess  of 
that  required  for  the  CaS04  figures  should  be  calculated  into 
tartrate. 
The  next  note  was  on 

An  Impurity  in  Phosphate  of  Quinine. 

By  Alexr.  Gunn,  F.C.S. 

From  a  100-oz.  tin  of  phosphate  of  quinine  a  small  sample 
was  taken  for  analysis.  In  the  course  of  examination  it  was 
observed  that  a  solution  of  it  in  hydrochloric  acid,  though 
bright  itself,  formed,  on  the  addition  of  sulphuric  acid, 
a  dull  mixture  which,  after  warming  and  allowing  to  stand 
for  some  time,  threw  out  a  slight  precipitate.  As  this  was 
quite  unusual,  and  in  order  to  identify  the  precipitate,  lcz. 
of  the  phosphate  was  dissolved  in  4  cz.  of  distilled  water  by 
the  aid  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  A  slight  excess  of  dilute 
sulphuric  acid  was  added,  the  mixture  warmed,  and  allowed 
to  stand  all  night.  The  precipitate  formed  when  washed 
and  dried  weighed  0  0364  gramme  (equivalent  to  about  0'13 
per  cent.),  and  turned  out  on  analysis  to  be  barium  sulphate. 
It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  presence  of  barium  in  the 
quinine  salt  except  on  the  assumption  that  it  had  been  made 
by  double  decomposition  from  sulphate  of  quinine  and 
barium  phosphate  in  some  way. 

Mr.  Gunn  next  exhibited,  described,  and  demonstrated  the 
use  of  his  apparatus  for  filtering  emulsions  formed  in  the 
course  of  estimating  alkaloids.  (See  C.  D.,  October  13, 
1894,  to  which  it  was  originally  communicated  with  an 
illustration  by  Mr.  Gunn.) 

The  next  paper,  cnthe  "Testing  of  Oil  of  Lemon,"  by 
Hr.  E.  Gabnett,  is  printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  last  week's  meeting  the  Shops  (Early-closing)  Bill  was 
the  subject  of  discussion,  Mr.  H.  S.  Lawton  leading  off 
with  an  able  defence  of  the  measure.  In  the  course  of  his 
advocacy.  Mr.  Lawton  stated  that  in  the  Birmingham 
district  the  average  time  for  closiDg  the  shops  was  9  or 
9.30  p  m.,  and  the  chief  cause  of  this  lateness  had  arisen  by 
the  competition  of  rival  establishments.  In  contrast  with 
such  a  condition  of  things  offered  to  the  qualified  assistant, 
there  were  equal  inducements  in  point  of  salary  open  in 
well-appointed  shops,  with  a  strict  time  of  closing  set — viz., 
7  30  in  the  evening  and  one  day  a  week  earlier — this  in  the 
shops  of  limited  companies.  He  maintained  that  not  until 
fcfre  hours  of  legitimate  pharmacy  were  brought  into  line 


with  these  sc-called  cuttirgfhopa  should  they  be  able  to 
tattle  successfully  with  the  degenerate  and  humiliating 
tendency  to  let  a  g:eat  End  valuable  portion  of  their  trade 
fall  into  the  hards  cf  graspirg  and  divider  d-seeking  specu- 
lators. In  ccncludirg,  Mr.  Lawtcn  pointed  out  that  most 
people  made  periodical  visits  to  the  back,  srd  in  evfry  case 
reached  theie  befcie  4  o'clcck.  Why?  Because  if  they  got 
there  later  the  deer  wculd  be  shut.  Why  not  transfer  the 
account  to  another  bank?  Simply  because  all  the  barks 
close  at  the  same  time,  and,  therefore,  each  bank  kept  its 
own  custcmers,  and  ro  cne  had  any  grievance  to  complain 
of  on  account  of  early  closing.  This  principle,  he  took  it, 
applied  to  all  trades.  The  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Seiby,  and 
Mr.  Bindlcss  also  joined  in  the  discussion,  and  eventually  it 
was  agreed  that  the  meeting  was  in  hearty  sympathy  with 
the  objects  of  the  Bill. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

Nottingham  Section. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  held  on  Wednesday,  April  15,  at 
the  Mechanics'  Institution,  Derby,  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
Carulla)  read  a  note  on 

the  corrosion  of  iron  by  crude  tar, 

the  object  of  which  was  to  shew  the  danger  that  the  careless 
or  ignorant  use  of  gas-tar,  as  a  substitute  for  paint  on  iron, 
may  entail.  Two  corroded  bolts,  which  had  the  appearance 
of  having  been  soaked  in  weak  acid  for  a  considerable  time, 
were  exhibited.  These  had  been  taken  cut  from  the  valve- 
boxes  of  a  pump  through  which  only  water  from  a  well  for 
the  general  supply  of  a  works  had  passed,  the  bolts  having 
been  immersed  in  this  water.  The  explanation  arrived  at 
from  a  consideration  of  the  analysis  of  the  water,  which  was 
evidently  contaminated  with  tar-residues,  was  that  the 
corrosion  was  due  to  the  chlorides  present  to  the  extent  of 
12  2  parts  per  100, CC0.  Carbolic  acid  is  the  chief  agent  in 
the  corrosion  of  iron  by  crude  tar,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
neutralise  it  by  boiling  the  tar  with  2  to  3  per  cent,  of  lime, 
after  which  it  may  be  used  with  advantage  for  covering  iron. 
Mr.  John  White  then  read  his  paper  on 

filtration  and  domestic  filters, 

in  which  he  gave  a  complete  account  of  "  the  first  line  of 
defence  " — that  is,  the  various  means  adopted  for  filtering  on 
the  large  scale  at  the  waterworks.  The  simple  sand- filter 
was  described  as  well  as  other  arrangements,  such  as  the 
"  Locock  "  patent  filter,  in  which  the  water  is  subjected  to 
aeration  whilst  undergoing  filtration.  The  author  referred 
to  the  experiments  carried  out  in  Massachusetts  with  the 
object  of  testing  the  various  points  that  might  affect  the 
efficiency  of  sand-filters,  when  it  was  found  that  after 
cleaning  it  required  three  days  to  restore  complete  efficiency 
to  the  filters  by  the  formation  of  the  active  film  on  the 
face  of  the  sand-bed.  It  was  made  clear  that  we  have 
entered  into  a  new  era  as  regards  the  question  of  obtaining 
a  safe  water-supply,  and  that  the  reliance  with  which  a 
great  number  of  domestic  filters  are  employed  is  misplaced. 
The  use  of  sponge  has  long  ago  been  abandoned  as  most 
objectionable  for  house- filters;  but  there  are  still  in  use 
other  filters  that  bacteriological  knowledge  condemns.  Mr. 
White  exhibited  numerous  forms  of  domestic  filters,  experi- 
menting with  some  of  them  by  passing  a  mixture  of  milk 
and  water  through  them.  A  clear  fluid,  quite  free  from  any 
appearance  of  milk,  was  obtained  frcm  the  "  Whitman  "  filter, 
which  consists  of  a  specially-prepared  carbon  dish.  The 
"  Berkefeld  "  and  the  "  Pasteur- Chamberland  "  also  stood  this 
test.  Woodhead  and  Caitwright  Wood's  investigation  was 
referred  to.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  Mr.  Lott  said 
the  length  of  time  during  which  a  domestic  filter  may  be  used 
with  safety  is  of  vital  importance,  and  inventors  fail  to  bring 
this  point  out  when  placing  them  before  the  public.  There  is 
an  opening  for  a  filter  making  it  clear  how  often  it  should  be 
renovated.  [This  has  been  done  for  a  long  time  by  tha 
Mawson  Filter  Company  and  Silicated  Carbon  Filter  Com- 
pany—Ed.  C.  $  2>.] 

Annual  Meeting. 

The  arrangements  for  the  annual  meeting,  to  be  held  in 
London  in  the  third  week  of  July,  are  now  well  advanced, 


April  25,  1 896 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


579 


and  it  is  expected  that  the  meeting  will  be  very  successful. 
Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  will  deliver  hie  presidential  address  in  the 
forenoon  of  July  15,  and  thereafter  the  members  will  lunch 
together.  It  is  expected  that  a  visit  will  be  paid  to  the 
Mint  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  London  will  receive  the  members  at  the  Mansion  House. 
Thursday,  July  16,  is  to  be  devoted  to  an  excursion  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Thames,  and  on  the  day  following 
there  will  be  a  trip  down  the  river  as  far  as  Woolwich,  when 
the  Arsenal  will  be  visited ;  but  Siemens'  works  at  Silver- 
town,  and  the  Anglo-American  Petroleum -works  at  Parfleet, 
will  also  be  available  for  inspection.  The  same  evening  the 
members  will  dine  together,  after  which  a  smoking-conoert 
will  be  held.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  meeting  promises 
to  be  of  exceptional  interest. 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

The  closing  meeting  of  the  present  session  took  the  form  of  a 
smoking-concert  held  on  Thursday  of  last  week.  The  students 
this  year  decided  to  make  a  departure  in  the  form  of  this 
gathering,  and  held  it  in  the  Kardomah  Cafe,  where  the 
only  baverage3  were  to  be  coffee  and  tea.  Some  doubt  was 
at  first  expressed  as  to  the  prospects  of  success  under  such 
circumstances,  bat  the  number  present,  being  nearly  double 
the  preceding  "smoker,"  fully  justified  the  council  in  their 
decision  The  singing,  playing,  and  reciting  were  unusually 
good,  Messrs.  A.  K.  Field,  Mercer,  Simmonds,  Jones, 
Pierson,  and  C.  E.  Clegg  contributing  enjoyable  items.  Mr. 
T.  S.  Wokes  was  in  the  chair,  and  during  the  evening  a 
collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Benevolent  Fund,  which  realised  about  11.  10s. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTS'  AND  APOTHECARIES 
ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION  OF  IRELAND. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association  held  in  Dublin  on  April  17, 
Mr.  G.  T.  Nagle  read  a  paper  on 

Plaster-spreading. 

Since  the  introduction  of  machine-spread  plasters,  he 
said,  the  preparation  by  hand  of  these  occasionally  "  bosom 
friends "  upon  the  prescription  of  a  physician  has  become 
almost  a  lost  art.  Bat  candidates  for  the  examination  are 
still  teste"d  in  this  art.  The  word  plaster  is  applied  to  the 
solid  substance  spread  as  well  as  to  the  spread  plaster  itself. 
A  good  plaster  when  spread  should  remain  soft,  pliable,  and 
adhesive,  and  ought  not  to  melt  at  the  heat  of  the  human 
body.  When  plaster  i  are  kept  for  any  length  of  time  they 
are  liable  to  become  hard  and  brittle,  and  an  alteration  of 
colour  takes  place  which  commences  on  the  surface  of  the 
plaster.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  protect  the  plaster 
from  air  as  much  as  possible  by  placing  antiseptic  muslin 
over  the  face  of  the  plaster,  and  afterwards  storing  in  suit- 
able cardboard  boxes  or  iron  presses.  Should  the  plaster 
become  hard  notwithstanding  these  precautions,  it  may  be 
softened  by  lightly  brushing  it  with  spirit  of  camphor  or 
olive  oil  and  gently  warming  it.  Leather  seems  to  be  most 
used  for  spreading  plasters  on,  especially  the  kind  com- 
mercially known  as  hemlock  splits,  and  it  serves  the  purpose 
very  well,  especially  when  the  plaster  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
sound  skin  ;  bat  muslin  is  preferable  when  the  application  is 
to  be  made  to  an  abraded  surface,  or  for  drawing  the  edges 
of  cuts  together,  because  of  its  greater  pliability.  Brown 
paper  spread  with  tallow  or  Bargundy  pitch  forms  a 
favourite  household  plaster  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  Irish 
rural  districts,  and  it  is  said  to  have  the  power  not  only  of 
relieving  pains,  but  of  preventing  witchcraft,  the  belief  in  the 
latter  being  yet  prevalent  in  the  remote  parts  of  Ireland.  This 
kind  of  plaster  is,  of  course,  not  sufficiently  elegant  for  the 
pharmacy,  but  it  serves  the  apprentice  admirably  for  practice. 

The  best  shapes  for  plasters  are  tho3e  made  from  sheet  tin, 
and  a  liberal  stock  of  them  should  be  kept  in  every  pharmacy. 
They  are  mo3t  expeditiously  removed  after  the  plaster  has 
been  spread,  and  by  their  use  there  is  no  necessity  for  fasten- 
ing or  nailing  the  plaster  to  the  counter  as  is  sometimes 
done ;  an  adhesive  margin  should  in  all  cases  be  attached. 
The  plaster-iron  to  be  most  recommended  is  the  one  heated 
by  gas  inside  the  blade.    It  can  be  used  to  spread  an  un- 


limited number  of  plasters  without  the  trouble  and  time 
wasted  in  heating  and  afterwards  cleaning  the  old  style  of 
iron. 

When  sending  out  a  plaster  the  surface  should  be  covered 
with  antiseptic  muslin,  over  which  is  placed  a  sheet  of  stearin 
paper  with  printed  directions  for  its  removal  before  applying 
the  plaster,  and  also  the  length  of  time  the  plaster  is  to  be 
kept  on  the  patient.  The  plaster  should  also  be  placed  in  a 
cardboard  box  to  prevent  its  being  crushed.  Mr.  Nagle 
showed  a  number  of  specimens.  One  was  a  plaster  for  face- 
ache  and  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  nerve,' called  emplastrum 
hirudinis,  so  styled  from  its  resemblance  to  the  form  of  a  leech. 
This  was  a  menthol  plaster  spread  on  linen.  He  also  spoke 
favourably  of  a  plaster  for  the  kidneys,  a  sample  of  which  he 
exhibited.  The  plaster  was  saddle  shaped  when  closed,  but 
when  open  the  two  wings  covered  the  region  of  the  kidneys, 
the  middle  or  projecting  part  acting  as  a  covering  for  the 
spine. 

In  the  discussion  which  folio  wed,  Mr.  Payne,  whilst  agree- 
ing with  many  of  the  writer'a  views,  condemned  the  use  of 
metal  shapes.  They  could  not  be  kept  level,  and  the  plasters 
could  not  be  peeled  off  as  easily  as  stated  by  Mr.  Nagle.  He 
also  deprecated  the  practice  of  nailing  the  groundwoik  of 
the  plaster  to  the  counter,  as  by  so  doing  it  prevented  the 
article  from  being  turned  round  in  process  of  manufacture. 
He  suggested  that  the  pharmacist  should  prepare  his  plasters 
on  an  artist's  board,  attaching  the  groundwork  to  the  board 
by  means  of  drawing-pins.  English  doctors  were  partial  to 
the  use  of  chamois  leather  for  .belladonna  plasters.  Mr, 
Hardy  gave  his  experiences  of  ear-blisters,  and  thought  these 
were  better  made  when  not  spread  by  means  of  the  plaster- 
iron.  He  dwelt  on  the  new  belladonna  plasters  of  the  B.P., 
and  said  these  were  not  so  satisfactory  as  those,  prepared  by 
the  old  formula.  Mr.  Ewihg  deprecated  the  use  of  the 
plaster-iron.  His  method  of  preparing  plasters  was  to  melt 
his  ingredients  in  a  gallipot  heated  in  a  warm  bath.  He 
briefly  described  the  advantages  accruing.  He  used  a  spatula 
instead  of  a  heating-iron,  pouring  out  the  stuff  on  leather 
and  giving  the  plaster  three  sweeps  of  the  spatula — two  at  the 
sides  and  one  down  the  middle.  This,  in  his  opinion,  was 
the  best  method  of  spreading.  Mr.  Hunt  condemned  the 
factory-made  piasters,  which  were  not  prepared  according  to- 
the  formula  of  the  B.P.  If  they  were,  they  could  not  keep 
fresh  so  long  ;  some  foreign  substance  must  be  added  to  keep 
them  from  decomposing.  Several  other  members  having 
spoken,  Mr.  Nagle,  in  replying,  objected  to  the  use  of  the 
thumb  as  a  spreader.  It  was  a  dirty  fashion,  however  useful1 
it  might  be,  and  it  gave  foe  public  a  bad  impression.  He 
also  condemned  the  use  of  vaseline  paper  as  suggested  bjt 
Mr.  Hardy. 

EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  business  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  oe 
April  17,  Mr.  J.  Mackintosh  Cameron  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  Priz3  Committee  oe 
the  "  Ewing"  pharmacy  prize  competition.  Only  one  of  the 
candidates  who  entered  had  attended  the  examination,  and  be 
obtained  60  per  cent,  of  marks,  and  had  been  awarded  a  third 
prize.  This  was  Mr.  Alexander  MacS ween,  23  Bernard  Street, 
Leith,  to  whom  the  President  presented  a  copy  of  the  British 
Pharmacopceia  given  by  Mr.  S.  G.  Crowden.  The  President 
expressed  regret  that  so  few  had  offered  themselves  for  these 
prizes,  and  mentioned  that  a  former  prizeman,  Mr.  George 
Senter,  had  further  distinguished  himself  by  carrying  off  three- 
sessional  medals  at  Bloomsbury  Square.  Another  former 
prizeman,  D:.  James  T.  Grant,  M.B.,  B  Sc.,  had  just  been 
appointed  medical  officer  of  health  for  Shanghai. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Professor  Patriot: 
Geddes  inviting  the  members  of  the  Association  to  visit  his 
botanic  garden  at  University  College,  Dundee,  on  the  Queen's 
birthday  holiday,  May  21  next.  It  was  agraed  to  a  ccept  the 
invitation,  and  it  was  remitted  to  the  committee  to  make 
arrangements. 

The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  then  submitted  their  re- 
ports, which  showed  an  increased  membership.  Tne  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings  had  averaged  forty,  the  highest  having 
been  ninety.  There  was  a  balance  of  31. 12s  Id.  in  hand. 
One  guinea  was  voted  to  ths  Binevolent  Fund  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Socie-y. 
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The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : — 
President,  James  McBain ;  Vice-President,  George  Sinclair ; 
Secretary,  William  F.  Hay,  139  Princes  Street ;  Assistant 
Secretary,  J.  Harris  Barns  ;  Treasurer,  Alexander  Murray  ; 
and  as  members  of  committee,  Messrs.  Cameron,  Cowie, 
McSween,  Rowland,  Seivwright,  Sime,  J.  R.  Thompson,  and 
Thwaites.  Messrs.  Cameron,  Dey,  and  Cowie  were  elected 
members  of  the  Prize  Committee. 


Professor  Dewar  on  Recent  Chemical  Progress. 

ON  Thursday,  April  16,  Professor  James  Dewar,  F.RS., 
commenced  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion, Albemarle  Street,  W.,  on  recent  progress  in  chemistry, 
taking  the  high  end  of  temperature  on  this  occasion  as  his 
starting-point.  M.  Moissan's  brilliant  investigations  with 
the  electric  furnace  which  have  resulted  in  the  production 
of  so  many  carbides,  and  the  study  of  their  behaviour 
towards  water,  were  referred  to,  and  speaking  of  acetylene 
in  this  connection,  Professor  Dewar  recalled  the  fact  that 
many  years  ago  Mendeleef  suggested  that  the  only  reason 
for  the  immense  localisation  of  petroleum  at  Baku  was  that 
it  was  being  generated  there  by  the  action  of  water  on 
carbides.  The  idea  was  rather  smiled  at  then,  but  now  it 
was  Mendeleef's  turn  to  smile.  Professor  Dewar  then  pro- 
ceeded to  speak  of  the  properties  of  acetylene,  and  its 
polymerisation  into  benzene,  and  explained  that  the  extra- 
ordinarily great  luminosity  of  acetylene  is  due  to  its  peculiar 
endothermic  structure. 

PROFES80R  LIPPMANN  ON  COLOTJE-PHOTOGRAPHT. 

The  Friday  evening  lecture  was  by  Professor  Gabriel 
Lippmann,  of  Paris,  whose  researches  four  or  five  years  ago 
on  the  production  of  photographs  in  colours  we  fully  re- 
ported at  the  time.  He  had  a  brilliant  audience  on  Friday 
evening,  and  after  explaining  what  had  been  done  up  to  his 
own  time  of  working,  said  that  the  method  which  he  pro- 
posed in  1891  was  the  interferential  one.  This  requires  two 
conditions — first,  a  transparent,  grainles3,  photographic  film, 
capable  of  giving  a  colourless  fixed  image  by  the  usual 
means ;  and,  second,  a  metallic  mirror  (such  as  mercury), 
placed  in  immediate  contact  with  the  film  during  the  time 
of  exposure.  The  photographic  plate  being  first  enclosed 
in  a  camera-slide,  mercury  is  allowed  to  flow  in  behind  it 
from  a  small  reservoir  connected  with  the  slide  by  india- 
rubber  tubing.  The  slide  is  then  placed  in  the  camera. 
After  exposure  the  slide  is  removed  from  the  camera,  and 
the  mercury  reservoir  lowered  so  as  to  allow  the  mercury  to 
flow  back  to  it.  The  plate  is  then  taken  out,  developed,  and 
fixed.  When  dry,  and  examined  by  reflected  light,  it  ap- 
pears brilliantly  coloured.  The  sensitive  film  must  be  in 
contact  with  the  mirror  ;  except  for  this,  and  that  the  fixiog 
is  done  by  cyanide  or  bromide  of  potassium,  the  conditions 
are  the  same  as  in  ordinary  photography.  The  Professor 
then  proceeded  to  show  that  the  theory  of  the  colours  pro- 
duced was  discovered  by  Newton.  He  showed  that  when 
two  parallel  reflecting  surfaces  are  separated  by  a  very  short 
interval,  and  illuminated  by  white  light,  they  reflect  only 
one  of  the  coloured  rays  which  are  the  constituents  of  white 
light.  If  a  colour-photograph  of  the  spectrum,  and  espe- 
cially the  violet  end  of  the  image,  were  examined,  it  would 
be  found  to  consist  of  a  deposit  of  brown  reduced  silver. 
In  the  case  of  an  ordinary  photograph  this  deposit  would 
simply  be  a  formless  cloud  of  metallic  particles.  But  in  a 
colour-photograph  the  cloud  had  a  definite  stratified  form  ; 
it  was  divided  into  a  number  of  equidistant  strata,  parallel 
to  the  surface  of  the  plate,  and  ygfgg  mm.  apart.  These  acted 
is  the  reflecting  surfaces  considered  by  Newton,  and  being 
it  the  proper  distance  for  reflecting  violet  rays,  only  reflected 
?iolet  rays.  In  the  same  way,  the  other  parts  of  the  photo- 
graph were  built-up  strata  with  the  proper  intervals  for 
reflecting  the  other  colours  of  the  spectrum.  The  appearance 
of  colour  was,  therefore,  due  to  this  regular  structure,  im- 
printed on  the  photographic  plate.  M.  Lippmann  discc  ssed  the 
formation  of  this  structure,  and  showed  that  by  the  presence 
of  the  mirror  waves  of  light,  which  would  otherwise  have 
rushed  throcg'h  the  film  at  enormous  speed  without  leaving 


any  permanent  impression,  were  changed  into  waves  surging 
up  and  down,  each  in  a  fixed  place.  Each  of  these  waves 
impressed  the  sensitive  film  where  it  stood,  producing  one 
of  the  photographic  strata  referred  to. 


Cjjttbten's  Pkbictnes. 

THE  staff  of  the  Evelina  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  South- 
wark,  have  recently  published  a  second  edition  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  of  the  hospital,  through  Messrs.  J.  &  A. 
Churchill,  7  Great  Marlborough  Street,  W.  The  little  book 
contains  a  large  number  of  good  prescriptions  for  children, 
and  as  this  is  a  department  of  knowledge  which  it  takes  the 
general  practitioner  a  long  time  to  master,  we  are  not  sur 
prised  to  hear  that  the  first  edition  of  the  work  was  quickly 
exhausted.  Perhaps  the  best  way  to  convey  an  idea  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  is  to  quote  a  few  of  the  prescriptions,  which 
we  accordingly  subjoin  : — 

Linctus  Infantilis. 


Take  of— 

Compound  tincture  of  camphor  . .  . .  W\2\ 

Ipecacuanha  wine       . .       . .  . .  . .  TT12A 

Glycerine  . .    . .    til?  0 

Peppermint- water  to   ..       ..  ..  ..    1  fl.  dr, 

Mix. 

Dose  :  1  fluid  drachm. 


MlSIUEA  BlSMUTHI  SEDATIVA. 


Take  of— 

Carbonate  of  bismuth  ..       ..       ..       ..  .  3gr. 

Carbonate  of  sodium    . .       . .       . .       . .    3  gr.. 

Solution  of  hydrochlorate  o£  morphine      ..  irtli 
Compound  powder  of  tragacmth     ..       ..    1J;  gr. 

Dill-water  to     . .    '  . .   1  fl.  dr. 

Mix. 

Dose  :  1  fluid  drachm. 


MlSTUEA  CARMINATIVA. 


Take  of— 

Aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia  . .       . .       . .  m2 

Tincture  of  ginger   in.1 

Compound  tincture  of  cardamoms  . .       . .  iti3 

Dill-water  to   1  fl.  dr. 

Mix. 

Dose  :  1  fluid  drachm. 


Mist ur a  Stomachica. 


Take  of — 

Carbonate  of  sodium    ..  ..       . .  2  gr. 

Syrup  of  ginger   ..       ..  1t|2A 

Aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia   Tn.4 

Infusion  of  rhubarb   Hl30 

Compound  infusion  of  gentian  to     ..       ..  1  fl.dr. 
Mix; 

Dose  :  1  fluid  drachm. 


PrjLVis  Acidi  BoRicr  Compositus. 

Take  of— 

Powdered  borio  acid    . .       . .       . .       . .  \ 

Powdered  starch   I  equal  parts 

Powdered  oxide  of  zinc   > 

Mix. 

For  local  application. 

POLVIS  SANTONINI  COMP031T(JS. 


Take  of— 

Santonin  ..   1  gr. 

Compound  powder  of  scammony      ..       ..    2i  gr. 

Calomel    . .   i  gr. 

Mix. 
Dose  :  4  grains. 


The  dose  in  each  case  is  for  a  child  sis  months  old.  It  is 
a  pity  that  brief  notes  on  the  uses  of  the  preparations  are 
not  added. 

Besides  the  formulas  for  medicines,  the  Pharmacopoeia 
contains  a  number  of  useful  diet-tables,  recipes  for  the 
diets,  instructions  for  making  peptonised  foods,  and  direc- 
tions for  urine-testing.  The  editjrs  have  indulged  in  Latin 
only  in  respect  to  titles,  among  which  we  notice  one  error — 
"  Mistura  olei  morrhuse  cum  ferro  et  'magnesii  sulphatw." 
The  book  is  published  at  1*.  6d. ;  by  post,  Is.  3d, 
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B  Grip  to  the  Chalybeate  Springs  at  Ibaarlem. 


The  Amsterdam  Gate  at 
Haarlem. 


HOLLAND,  the  country  which 
Napoleon  declared  to  have  been 
formed  by  the  mud  of  French 
rivers,  is  not  the  place  where 
one  would  look  for  mineral 
springs,  and  when,  therefore, 
a  letter  reached  The  Chemist  I 
and  Druggist  office  inviting 
a  representative  of  the  paper  j 
to  join  a  party  of  English 
journalists  for  the  purpose  of 
witnessing  the  opening  of  the 
Casino  and  chalybeate  baths 
at  Haarlem,  the  ancient  Flower 
city,  the  editorial  staff  shook 
its  collective  head  with  incre- 
dulity. But  there  the  invita- 
tion lay,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Christy,  of  Lime  Street,  whose 
name  was  mentioned  in  it  as 
the  British  agent  for  the 
"  Wilhelmina  water,"  affirmed 
that  the  thing  was  all  right,  that  he  had  drunk  the  1 
water  himself  and  liked  it— nay,  had  stood  by  the  spring  and 
seen  the  health-restoring  fluid  spout  up  from  the  bosom  of 
Mother  Earth.  So  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  man 
joined  a  baker's  dozen  of  professional  brethren  (and  sisters) 
from  the  Times,  the  lancet,  the  Globe,  the  Sporting  Times, 
tbe  Echo,  the  Daily  Graphic,  and  so  forth,  and  set  out  for 
Haarlem,  where  he  spent  three  happy  days,  gathering  a  vast 
quantity  of  information  and  hyacinths.  The  last-named  have 
beautified  his  humble  dwelling,  while  the  quintessence  of 
the  former  is  truthfully  set  forth  below  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pharmaceutical  world. 

The  City  op  Haaelem. 

Before  plunging  into  hydrological  and  analytical  details, 
however,  a  paragraph  may  fitly  be  devoted  to  a  short  account 
of  Haarlem,  and  the  pleasant  country  that  surrounds  it. 
The  city,  which  may  ere  long  become  as  popular  a  health- 
resort  as  Kissingen,  Aiz-la-Chapelle,  or  Carlsbad,  is  one  of 
the  historic  places  of  the  Netherlands  and  also  one  of  the 
prettiest.  You  can  get  there  from  London  in  about  eleven 
hours,  by  way  of  Harwich  and  "  the  Hook  of  Holland's  shelf 
of  sand,"  and  if,  in  your  pride  as  a  citizen  of  a  race  born  to 
rule,  you  disdain  to  know  any  tongue  but  English,  you  will 
not  be  much  worse  off  so  far  as  your  personal  wants  are 
concerned,  for  half  tbe  townsmen  in  Holland  are  more  or 
less  conversant  with  our  language.  Like  every  self-respecting 
city  in  the  Lowlands,  Haarlem  has  a  fine  market-place  and 
Town  Hall  as  well  as  a  beautiful  picture-gallery.  The  Church 
of  St.  Bavo  has  a  magnificent  organ,  and  one  of  the  curiosities 
of  the  city  is  a  peal  of  bells,  known  as  the  "  Damiates," 
brought  home  from  Damiate  on  the  Nile  when  that  city  was 
sacked  by  the  Dutch  Crusaders  in  1218.  Which  proves  that 
Haarlem  is  a  town  of  some  antiquity.  The  ladies  of 
Haarlem  have  long  enjoyed  a  special  reputation  for  bravery. 
The  most  conspicuous  picture  in  the  Town  Hall  is  a  bold 
canvas  commemorative  of  the  part  taken  by  the  women  in  the 
desperate  but  unsuccessful  defence  of  their  city  against  the 
son  of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  whereof  you  may  read  in  the  pages 
of  Motley.  The  Haarlem  ladies  of  to-day  are  as  charming 
as  their  forbears  were  brave,  and  when  the  "  Engelsche 
Jourcalisten,"  as  the  local  papers  called  them,  returned  from 
their  trip,  the  Press-men,  after  cheering  the  hosts  who  had 
entertained  them  with  truly  royal  hospitality  and  courtesy, 
gave  a  special  cheer  in  honour  of  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
the  committee  of  tbe  Chalybeate  Springs. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  the  country  round  Haarlem 
is  bedecked  with  a  carpet  of  Eastern  gorgeousness,  cover- 
ing many  thousands  of  acres.  The  carpet  is  composed  of 
millions  and  millions  of  tulips,  hyacinths,  and  daffodils,  for 
Haarlem  is  the  centre  of  the  famous  Dutch  bulb-trade,  and 


the  brilliant  hues  have  been  spread  out  here  every  springtime 
for  nigh  three  hundred  years  without  showing  signs  of 
fading.  Twenty  minutes  east  of  the  city  by  rail  lies 
Amsterdam ;  due  west  are  the  bracken- covered  sandhills 
that  form  the  country's  bulwark  against  the  North  Sea ;  and 
nearer  to  the  city  is  the  stately  Haarlem  Wood,  the 
modernised  and  slightly-trimmed  remains  of  the  forest 
primeval  that  once  covered  the  whole  country.  South  of 
tbe  city  is  a  drained  lake,  Haarlem  Mere,  the  mention  of 
which  brings  us  back  to  our  subject — the  chalybeate 
springs,  which  are  situated  there,  and  whose  history  shall 
now  be  succinctly  stated  : — 

The  Discovery  of  the  Spring. 

Chapter  the  First :  It  is  now  over  forty  years  ago  since 
Haarlem  Mere,  one  of  the  largest  lakes  in  Holland,  and  the 
scene  of  many  historic  events,  was  drained.  When  tbe 
district  thus  gained  was  parcelled  out  among  farmers,  and 
homesteads  arose  in  the  melancholy  expanse,  men  went 
about  drilling  wells  to  supply  drinking-water.  The  average 
depth  of  these  wells  was  about  130  feet,  and  it  attracted 
attention  that  the  water  of  some  of  them  was  markedly 
ferruginous.  No  attempt,  however,  was  made  to  investigate 
the  constitution  of  any  of  the  springs  by  systematic  research, 
until,  in  1884,  a  gentleman  of  particularly  observant  habit 
was  struck  by  the  red  coloration  of  the  water  yielded  by  a 
well  on  the  d'Yserinck  estate,  about  three  miles  from  the 
city  of  Haarlem,  and  with  its  general  similarity  to  the 
waters  of  certain  famous  German  bathing-resorts.  The 
gentleman  in  question  commissioned  a  prominent  local 
pharmacist,  Mr.  C.  G.  Loomeyer,  to  analyse  the  water,  and 
the  result  confirmed  the  expectations  of  its  possible  thera- 
peutic value.  At  this  stage  the  observant  gentleman,  after 
the  manner  of  original  inventors,  disappears  from  ken,  like 
the  fabric  of  a  vision,  leaving  behind  him  Mr.  Apotheker 
Loomeyer  and  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  poten- 
tially valuable  spriDg.  The  second  chapter  covers  the  period 
from  1885  to  1887.  Mr.  Loomeyer,  who  is  a  man  of  science  and 
hobbies  rather  than  a  huntgr  after  fortune,  kept  a  platonic 
eye  upon  the  spring, 

Analysing  the  Water  Periodically. 

and  always  finding  the  composition  to  be  practically  con- 
stant, as  follows  : — ■ 

Bicarbonate  of  iron   OH12 

Chloride  of  sodium   3'2445 

Chloride  of  potassium        ..       ..       ..  0'05d5 

Chloride  of  lithium   0-0051 

Chloride  of  magnesium    0  7306 

Chloride  of  calcium   07302 

Sulphate  of  calcium   0*1489 

Bromide  of  magnesium    0-0051 

Bicarbonate  of  magnesium   0-0084 

Bicarbonate  of  calcium    0-7722 

Bicarbonate  of  manganese  . .       . .       . .  0-0084 

Phosphate  of  calcium    0-0048 

Silicic  acid    0-0284 

Organic  matter    0-0021 

Chloride  of  ammonium       . .       . .       . .  0-0468 

together  with  other  salts  of  less  importance.  The  total 
proportion  of  solid  matter  in  the  water  is  5  9045  per  1,000, 
and  its  temperature  at  the  spring  11°  C.  The  Haarlem 
water  therefore  exceeds  in  iron -content  that  of  all  the 
leading  medicinal  springs  of  Europe  except  the  Pouhon 
spring  at  Spa.  It  issues  from  the  earth  with  great  force,  the 
jet,  before  it  was  covered  and  controlled,  projecting  nearly 
5  feet  above  the  level  of  the  soil,  and  when  Mr.  Loomeyer 
first  began  to  turn  his  attention  to  it  it  ran  to  waste  at 
the  rate  of  13.000  gallons  a  day.  Mr.  Loomeyer's  discovery 
was  made  known  to  various  craft-brethren,  including  a 
couple  of  University  professors,  and  ultimately  a  committee 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  water  by  a 
pipe  line  to  Haarlem,  and  exploiting  it  therapeutically 
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The  "  Wilhelmina  "  Water. 

Circumstances  arose  which  retarded  the  acquisition  of  the 
proprietary  rights  over  the  spring  by  the  committee,  and  for 
a  couple  of  years  nothing  was  done  beyond  bottling  the 
water  at  the  well  and  supplying  it  gratuitously  to  medical 
men  for  experimental  purposes.    Highly  satisiactory  results 


The  Dhtnxing-  fountain-. 

were  obtained,  and  the  directorate  of  the  company  which 
has  now  been  formed  to  exploit  the  springs  are  able  to 
start  their  career  with  a  big  array  of  testimonials  from 
Dutch,  French,  and  Italian  medical  men,  extolling  the 
therapentic  efficacy  of  the  "  Wilhelmina"  (for  so  the  spring 
has  been  baptized  in  honour  of  the  Queen  of  the  Netherlands) 
chalybeate  water  in  stomachic  and  bowel  complaints, 
anaemia,  disturbances  in  menstruation,  &c  ,  special  stress 
being  laid  upon  the  fact  that  its  administration  is  not 
accompanied  by  evil  effects  upon  the  process  of  digestion, 
this  being  chiefly  due  to  the  form  in  which  the  iron  occurs  in 
the  water.  The  Wilhelmina  spring  appears  to  be  the  only 
•one  in  the  whole  of  Haarlem  Mere  in  which  valuable  thera- 
peutic properties  have  been  found,  with  the  exception  of  one 
known  as  the  "  Hollandia,"  which  occurs  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  Wilhelmina  spring  and  yields  a  milder  water,  which 
is  brought  into  commerce  as  a  table-water.  The  third 
chapter  of  the  history  of  the  HaaTlem  Mineral  Springs 
carries  us  from  the  formation  of  the  company,  for  which  the 
usually  cautious  Dutchmen  have  readily  subscribed  a  capital 
of  about  35,0002 ,  to  the  openiDg  of  the  new  baths  and 
Casino  last  week.  The  ancient  city  of  Haarlem  has  now 
publicly  asserted  her  claim  to  a  place  among  the  spas 
of  Europe,  and  ib  will  not  be  for  want  of  directorial 
energy  and  faith  in  the  water  i£  she  does  not  make  it  good. 
In  that  anticipation  one  of  the  directors  has  already  perpe- 
trated the  following  acrostic  upon  the  name  of  the  town  :  — 

Hae  Aqnfe  Acerrimum  Reruedium  Laborum  Et  Malorum. 

The  directorate  of  the  springs  is  a  strong  one,  some  of  the 
moat  prominent  citizens  of  Haarlem  having  seats  on  the 
board.  The  managing  director  of  the  company  is  Mr.  C.  J. 
Vis,  and  a  well-known  medical  man  has  been  retained  as 
resident  physician  at  the  baths,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  K. 
Prins, 

Where  does  the  Water  come  from? 

When  the  Haarlem  chalybeate  spiiDg  commenced  to 
attract  the  attention  of  scientists  the  question  of  its  origin 
was  discussed  at  great  leDgth.  Two  theories  held  the  field 
for  several  years,  one  beiDg  that  the  water  came  sub- 
terraneously  all  the  way  fiom  Germany — was,  in  fact,  allied 
to  that  which  supplies  the  famous  springs  of  Pyrmont — the 
other  inclining  to  the  view  that  the  spring  had  its  source  in 
a,  reservoir  formed  of  a  mixture  of  sea-water  and  sweet 
water.  The  composition  of  the  Haarlem  water  militates 
•agahi3t  the  "  made  in  Germany  "  doctrine,  for  no  German 
chalybeate  spring  has  yet  been  found  containing  such  high 
proportions  of  iron  (0-11  per  1,000),  chloride  of  sodium  (3-25 
per  1,000),  and  chloride  of  lime  (0-73  per  1.000)  as  that  of 
Haarlem.  The  most  renowned  German  chalybeate  springs 
are  poor  in  salt,  and,  conversely,  the  salt  springs  of  Kreuz- 


I  nach  and  Kissingen  contain  but  little  iron.  The  precise 
fource  of  the  Wilhelmina  spring  has  never  been  ascertained, 
but  it  is  known  to  issue  from  a  grtat  depth,  as  do  the  waters 
of  the  German  springs.  Scientists  now  appear  to  favour  the 
view  that  the  Wilhelmina  spiirg  has  its  origin  in  a  reservoir 
of  sweet  water  into  which  a  certain  proportion  of  sea-water 
filters  through  a  separating  stratum  of  earth  which  inclines 
from  west  to  east.  The  iron,  it  is  thought,  is  dissolved  from 
a  subterranean  layer  by  the  carbonic  acid  in  the  water  and 
converted  into  bicarbonate.  With  respect  to  the  common 
salt,  in  which  the  Haarlem  water  is  exceptionally  rich,  there 
is  more  diversity  of  opinion.  The  most  generally  accepted 
view  is  that  the  subsoil  of  the  country  is  constantly  impreg- 
rated  with  fresh  sea- water,  but  other  theories  favour  the 
idea  that  the  salt  is  derived  from  sedimental  chlorine  com- 
pounds or  that,  at  a  certain  depth,  there  exists  a  layer  of 
sea-water  upon  which  the  country,  so  to  speak,  floats. 
The  Haarlem  chemists  took  great  pains  to  reassure  those 
of  their  visitors  who  were  interested  in  the  chemical  aspects 
of  the  question  on  the  subject  of  the  occurrence  in  the  spring- 
water  of  ammonia  in  the  form  of  its  chloride  conpound, 
Nestle's  reagent  gave  a  distinct  reaction,  and  the  ques 
tion  at  orce  arose,  Was  not  the  ammonia  caused  by 
the  contamination  of  the  well-water  with  organic  matter 
from  surface  drainage  ?  The  visitors  were  assured  that  that 
could  not  be  the  case.  The  spring  had  been  protected  with 
a  treble  ccat  and  bottom  of  brick,  concrete,  and  Portland 
cement,  and  the  length  of  the  iron  tube,  believed  to 
be  130  feet,  would  preclude  contact  of  surface-water  with 
the  chalybeate  fluid.  It  transpired  upon  investigation,  how- 
ever, that  the  statement  with  regard  to  the  length  of  the 
tube  rests  purely  upon  tradition,  all  that  is  known  for 
certain  being  that  the  person  who  sank  the  well  was  in  the 
habit  of  using  tubes  of  that  length.  The  matter  is  shortly 
to  be  settled  ;for  good,  however,  by  the  substitution  of  a 
glass  tube  for  the  ^old  iron  one,  and  it  is  only  right  to  add 


Thk  Pump-room. 

that  the  water  has  always  teen  found  bacteria-free.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  ammonia  is  derived  from  the  sea-water, 
and  that  the  humic  acid  owes  its  presence  to  the  same 
source. 

Baths,  Drinkikg-hall,  and  Bottling-works. 

So  much  for  the  chemical  question.  As  regards  the  com- 
mercial side  of  the  venture,  everything  is  being  done  to 
secure  success.  Patients  are  not  expected  to  proceed  daily 
to  the  aboriginal  spring  to  bathe  or  drink.  The  drive  from 
Haarlem  to  the  d'Yserinck  homestead  is  interesting  enough, 
but  the  intensely  melancholy  Icok  of  the  country — which  lies 
several  feet  below  the  sea-level,  is  almost  devoid  of  tree 
growth,  and  is  intersected  with  innumerable  ditches  running 
at  right  angles — would  soon  cause  it  to  pall.  For  that 
reason  an  aqueduct  has  been  constructed  to  the  outskirts  of 
Haarlem,  where  a  casino,  bathing  establishment,  and  drink- 
ing-hall  have  been  built  on  the  best  modern  principles,  and 
where  visitors  may  have  their  tub  or  swallow  their  draught 
amid  far  more  pleasant  surroundings  than  those  of  the  Mere. 
At  the  farm,  however,  the  water  is  aerated,  freed  from  iron, 
and  bottled  for  export,  and  we  observed  with  regret  that 
nearly  all  the  machinery  used  for  that  purpose  is  of  German 
make.  The  EeratiDg- tanks  have  a  capacity  of  nearly  1,000 
gallons,  and  after  CO.,  has  been  blown  into  them  for  an  hour, 
the  liquid  is  left  to  settle  for  twenty-four  hours,  in  order  to 
allow  the  iron  to  precipitate  as  ferrous  carbonate,  and  to 
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render  the  water  palatable.  It  is  then  filtered  through 
animal  charcoal,  gravel,  and  sand,  and  bottled  at  the  rate  of 
13,000  gallons  of  Wilhelmina  (chalybeate)  and  8,600  gallons 
Eollandia  (table-water)  per  twenty-four  hours.  From  the 
spring   three  miles   of   tubing   convey    the   water  to 


The  Farm  b'Yser-ixck,  Haarlem  Mere,  with  the  Wilhblmixa 
Spring. 

Haarlem,  where  the  first  bathing  season  has  just  been 
solemn!y  inaugurated  by  the  Mayor — not,  indeed,  as  has 
been  the  case  before  now  when  public  baths  have  been 
opened  in  England,  by  his  Worship  publicly  taking  a 
header  in  the  presence  of  the  Town  Council,  but  with 

Speeches,  Music,  and  General  Feasting. 

The  directors  of  the  company  bad  arranged  a  three- days' 
programme  for  their  visitors,  which  provided  the  Press-men 
with  a  constant  succession  of  new  and  interesting  sights. 
Mr.  Vis.  the  managing  director,  met  the  party  at  the  Hook 
of  Holland,  and  released  them  from  the  hands  of  the 
Amalekites  who  conduct  the  Dutch  Customs  office.  Almost 
immediately  after  their  arrival  at  Haarlem  they  were  taken 
for  what  the  programme,  with  unintentional  irony,  called  a 
"  preliminary  visit  to  the  bathing  establishment."  Here  the 
Lancet  man  poked  his  umbrella  down  the  drains  and  other- 
wise tested  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  building,  which 
seemed  to  emerge  triumphantly  from  the  ordeal.  The  party 
were  then  officially  received  at  the  Casino  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  Mr.  Scholtens,  the  President,  making  an  excellent 
speech  in  English.  Then  came  the  event  of  the  day — viz., 
the  flower-corso  in  celebration  of  the  annual  meetiDg  of  the 
Dutch  Cyclists'  Association.  Thither  the  party  were  driven 
in  a  vehicle  almost  entirely  hidden  under  decorations  of 
hyacinths  and  tulips.  The  horses  wore  tulips  on  their  heads 
and  festoons  of  hyacinths  over  their  bodies,  and  even  the 
solemn  coachman,  who  appeared  in  his  best  store- boots  and 
go-to-meeting  coat,  wore  a  wreath  of  giant  daffodils  round 
his  tall  hat.  "Emotions,"  Goethe  declared,  "are  like 
oysters,  and  should  be  enjoyed  fresh."  And  on  that 
principle  an  account  of  the  "  corso  "  can  only  inadequately 
convey  the  delight  which  the  fete  called  forth  in  the 
spectators.  The  cyclists'  procession  was  two  miles  long,  and 
over  5,000  members  of  the  Cyclists'  Union  took  part  in  it, 
the  show  being  preceded  by  the  only  gendarme  of  the 
hamlet  of  Bloemendaal,  mounted  on  the  cycle  on  which  that 
functionary  habitually  goes  his  beat.  The  gendarme  being 
on  duty,  his  cycle  was  the  only  undecorated  one  in  the  show. 

Many  tons  weight  of  flowers  was  used  for  the  decoration 
of  cars  and  cycles,  but  even  this  unusual  demand  upon  the 
resources  of  the  greatest  industry  of  Haarlem  did  not  seem 
to  have  depleted  the  flower-fields  in  the  least,  for  all  around 
the  city  acres  upon  acres  of  many-coloured  blossom  lay 
chequered  with  the  greens  and  browns  of  meadows  and 
ploughed  lands  on  the  day  following  the  procession  just  as 
they  had  done  on  the  day  preceding  it. 

A  large  portion  of  the  flowers,  it  seems,  was  presented 
to  the  cyclists  ;  but  the  majority  of  the  growers  must 
find  it  difficult  to  dispose  of  their  blossom?  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  for  the  exportation  oE  cut  flowers 
is  severely  discountenanced  by  the  principil  cultivators, 
who   consider    that  it  prejudices    the    trade  in  bulbs, 


which  is  the  mainstay  of  their  industry.  Times  have 
changed  since  the  tulipomania  of  1637,  when  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  Haarlem  and  Amsterdam  was  seized 
with  a  sudden  craze  for  speculating  in  tulips,  and  when  a 
single  bulb  (according  to  a  contemporary  chronicler)  was  sold 
for  13,000  florins,  equivalent,  at  the  current  value,  to  "  two 
loads  of  wheat,  four  loads  of  rye,  four  fat  oxen,  eight  young 
pigs,  twelve  sheep,  two  casks  of  wine,  five  casks  of  beer, 
two  kegs  of  butter,  1,000  lbs.  of  cheese,  a  suit  of  clothes, 
and  a  silver  goblet."  The  Haarlem  bulb-trade,  shorn  of 
most  of  its  speculative  features,  is  now  one  of  the  stablest 
and  most  prosperous  industries  of  the  Netherlands. 

One  wonders,  when  passing  the  thousands  of  acres  of 
vivid-coloured  flowers  between  The  Hague  and  Haarlem, 
whether  the  Persians,  to  whom  we  owe  both  the  tulip  and 
the  hyacinth,  did  not  obtain  the  suggestion  of  some  of  their 
carpet-patterns  from  those  flowers? 

As  a  flower-centre  modern  Haarlem  vies  with  mediseval 
Shiraz ;  pity  that  no  Dutch  Hafiz  or  Sadi  has  yet  arisen  to 
render  his  city  famous  for  all  time  in  song,  as  the  Persian 
poets  did  for  their  flower-city  six  centuries  ago. 

The  following  day  the  visitors  paid  a  visit  to  Ymuiden, 
the  harbour  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  village  of  Zandvoort, 


Zaxdvoort. 

which,  in  time,  premises  to  rival  Scheveningen  and  Ostend 
as  a  seaside  resort.  The  drive  to  the  Wilhelmina  and 
Hollandia  springs  in  Haarlem  Mere  was  reserved  for  the 
morning  of  the  third  day.  On  our  way  thither  we 
observed  that  the  chief  crop  of  the  drained  lake  is  cara- 
way. The  processes  of  precipitation  of  iron,  aeration  and 
bottling,  described  above,  were  shown,  and  on  the  return  to 
Haarlem  the  ceremonial  opening  of  the  new  bath  buildings 
by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  was  witnessed.  The  same  evening 
the  visitors  returned  to  England,  carrying  with  them  a  high 
appreciation  of  the  energy,  skill,  and  industry  of  the  people 
of  Holland,  and  feelings  of  sincere  good  will  and  gratitude 
towards  their  hospitable  and  courteous  entertainers. 
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THE  AREMA  VAPORISER. 
The  increased  appreciation  of  the  value  of  vapours  in  treat- 
ing disorders  of  the  lungs  lends  a  degree  of  appropriateness 
to  the  apparatus  which  we  illustrate  in  this  note.  The 
apparatus  originated,  we  understand,  with  Dr.  W.  H.  Spencer, 
M.A.,  M.R.C.P.,  one  of  the  Bristol  Medical  School  staff,  who 
for  more  than  a  decade  has  been  urging  the  necessity  of 
treating  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  by  keeping  the  patients  in 
an  antiseptic  atmosphere,  the  breathing  of  which  would  not 
only  assist  in  healing  the  tuberculous  lesions  but  would 
destroy  the  tubercle  bacilli,  and,  therefore,  prevent  further 
ravages.  This  proposition  has  been  amply  fulfilled  in 
practice ;  indeed,  the  conditions  underlying  it  are  precisely 
those  which  create  the  benefits  of  consumptive  resorts, 
where  the  atmosphere  is  either  aseptic 
or  antiseptic,  while  Dr.  Spencer's  pro- 
position to  reproduce  similar  condi- 
tions at  home  has  been  realised.  The 
first  essential  for  its  fulfilment  is  a 
vaporiser  which  can  be  used  continu- 
ously, night  and  day,  without  requiring 
much,  if  any,  attention ;  and  this  is 
provided  in  the  one  made  by  the 
Arema  Manufacturing  Company,  27a 
High  Holborn,  B.C.  This  consists  of 
a  wooden  base  with  metal  support 
upon  which  a  water-bath  is  fixed  ;  the 
bath  is  so  adjusted  that  it  can  slide 
up  or  down  to  any  required  height 
from  the  floating-wick  lamp  or  night- 
light  used  for  heating  the  water- 
The  night-light  is,  on  the  whole,  more  satisfactory  than  the 
oil-  lamp,  and  the  company  supplies  twelve-hour  lights  specially 
made  for  the  lamp.  Once  the  vaporiser  is  started,  therefore, 
it  requires  practically  no  attention  for  twelve  hours,  and 
under  the  advice  of  the  physician  a  patient,  or  his  attendant, 
can  adjust  the  height  of  the  water-bath  to  give  a  constant 
supply  of  vapour.  In  our  experiments  we  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  keeping  a  room  fully  aromatised  with  essential- 
oil  vapour,  and  it  was  observable  that  there  was  no  risk  of 
the  vapour  catching  fire,  which  has  been  our  experience 
with  some  vaporisers.  The  "  Arema  "  is  also  portable,  and 
can  be  carried  from  room  to  room  without  putting  out  the 
light.  It  is  a  well-made  apparatus,  retailing  at  5s.  and 
10s.  6d.,  and  the  company  supply  for  use  with  it  four  in- 
halants, each  for  a  series  of  specific  complaints,  the  pre- 
scriptions for  which  originated  with  Dr.  Spencer. 


stamped  medicines  so  openly  stated,  and  we  shall  be  inte- 
rested to  see  how  far  the  fact  will  favourably  affect  the 
sale  of  the  pills  by  those  who  advocate  that  policy.  It 
appears  to  us  that  the  composition  of  the  pills  has  been  well 
thought  out,  considering  that  the  preparation  is  advanced  as 
a  remedy  for  chlorosis,  anEemia,  land  generally  as  a  tonic- 
Iron  and  manganese  as  natural  salts  are  prominent  constitu- 
ents, and  the  pills  are  put  up  in  bottles  of  50  and  100,  to  retail 
at  Is.  9d.  and  2s.  9d.,  and  neat  booklets  for  distribution  to 
medical  men  and  the  public  are  supplied  from  the  London 
office  of  the  firm. 


KREWEL'S  PILLS. 
This  is  a  stamped  speciality  which  has  been  introduced 
here  by  Messrs.  Krewel  &  Co.,  37  Walbrook,  EC,  after 
having  enjoyed  considerable  reputation  on  the  Continent.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  pills  consist  substantially  (apart  from 
the  excipient)  of  hemoglobin,  natural  blood-salts,  and  pep- 
tonised  albumen,  in  the  proportion  of  about  2  parts  of  the 
first  to  9  each  of  the  second  and  third.  Our  examination  of 
the  pills  corroborates  this.  Each  pill,  devoid  of  coating, 
weighs  about  3  gr.    It  is  unusual  to  have  the  ingredients  of 


TUSON'S  SPECIALITIES. 
Since  we  briefly  intimated  that  Tuscn's  Disinfectants  Com- 
pany (Limited)  had  begun  to  vigorously  push  their  speciali- 
ties by  liberal  advertising  in  class  papers  we  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  examining  a  few  of  their  products,  and,  as 
they  are  well  adapted  for  druggists'  retail  at  home  and 
abroad,  a  brief  note  in  regard  to  them  will  not  be  out  of 
place  in  this  issue.  We  may  say  at  the  outset  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  disinfectants  covered  by  the  late  Professor 
Tuson's  patents,  the  company  manufacture  carbolic  powder, 
sulphur  candles  (with  a  quadruple  wick),  a  weed-killer, 
sheep-dips,  and  some  other  saleable  and  popular  articles.  The 
weed-killer  is  an  amber- coloured  arsenical  fluid,  put  up  in 
5-gallon  drums,  and  appears  to  us  to  be  an  exceptionally 
elegant  preparation  ;  for  that  very  reason  we  think  it  would 
be  better  to  impart  another  colour  to  the  liquid  (such  as 
green),  as  in  the  present  form  it  is  not  unlike  beer.  Tuson's 
disinfectants  are  peculiar  in  containing  sulphurous  acid  in 
combination,  and  this  in  such  quantity  as  to  ensure  thorough 
disinfection  of  any  places  to  which  they  are  applied.  We 
notice  that,  although  in  respect  to  the  sulphurous  content  they 
are  powerful,  they  give  off  the  vapour  so  gradually  that 
the  atmosphere  is  breathable — an  important  consideration. 
The  company  also  manufacture  a  water-softener,  called 
'?  Rosmarine."  It  is  a  flesh-coloured  crystalline  powder, 
nicely  perfumed,  and  does  its  work  well.  This  also  should 
be  a  saleable  line.  The  company  occupy  the  Crown  Works, 
Marsh  Gate  Lane,  E.,  where  orders  are  filled. 


SOME  DETROIT  SPECIALITIES. 
It  is  many  years  since  we  first  referred  to  the  introduction 
o'f  empty  gelatine  capsules,  the  use  of  which  is  dealt  with  in 
"The  Art  of  Dispensing."  To  the  latter  fact  is  probably 
due  the  increased  use  of  the  capsules,  which  are  rapidly 
becoming  know  to  physicians  and  pharmacists  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  still  a  great 
future  for  them,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  calling  attention  to  the  matter  once  more  through  the 
receipt  of  samples  from  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  London 
office,  21  North  Audley  Street,  W.  To  the  uninitiated  we 
may  explain  that  the  capsule  consists  of  a  thin  cylinder  of 
gelatine  over  which  is  fitted  a  lid  of  the  same  material. 
The  sizes  for  oral  exhibition  of  drugs  range  from  5  to  00 
— that  is,  large  enough  to  hold  from  2  to  20  gr.  of  bismuth 
subnitrate ;  but  there  is  a  special  one,  capacity  5  gr.,  and 
others  for  veterinary,  &c,  purposes,  holding  j  to  1  oz.  of 


Apbil  25,  1896 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


585 


water.  Rectal  capsules  are  also  made  with  the  lid  pointed- 
The  whole  of  these  are  adapted  for  the  administration 
of  powders,  or  even  liquids,  which  will  not  affect  the  gela- 
tine, and  a  glycerine  suppository  can  be  made  extem- 
poraneously by  filling  any  of  the  rectal  series.    In  regard  to 


filling  the  capsules  with  solids,  a  common  plan  is  to  make 
the  ingredients  into  a  pill-mass,  divide  on  the  pill-cutter 
jnto  cylinders,  slip  into  the  capsule,  and  close  with  the  lid 
after  wetting  the  margin.  Another  way  is  to  use  the 
"  Acme  "  filler,  here  illustrated.  This  consists  of  a  nickel- 
plated  base,  funnel,  and  incline, 
with  four  wood  slides  bored  to 
fit  and  hold  the  various  sizes 
of  capsules.  The  engraving 
speaks  for  itself;  but  we  may 
say  that  the  row  of  capsules  is 
pushed  from  left  to  right  as 
they  are  filled  through  the 
funnel,  and  as  they  proceed 
they  are  raised  up,  permitting 
them  to  be  capped.  We  may 
add  that  the  capsules  keep  well 


in  all  climates.  The  firm  also  send  ua  a  sample  of  their 
nutrient  suppositories  (5j.)>  each  of  which  represents,  in  the 
form  of  Mosquera's  peptonised  beef-meal,  125  gr.  of  lean 
beef ;  and  along  with  it  comes  a  note  of  the  case  of  a  man 
who  was  kept  alive  for  about  five  months  with  three  of 
these  suppositories  (and  nothiDg  else)  every  day.  Messrs 
Parke,  Davis  &c  Co,  make  a  new  departure  in  producing  a 
"Euthymol"  tooth-paste,  which  is  put  up  elegantly  in 
collapsible  tubes.  It  is  a  pale-pink  paste,  which  we  find  to 
be  extremely  powerful  as  an  antiseptic,  pleasant  to  use,  and 
a  good  cleanser.    It  is  a  good  line  to  stock. 


FLY-PAPERS. 

The  fly-paper  trade  promises  to  be  good  this  year,  and 
already  several  makers  are  prepared  with  novelties.  The 
decision  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  arsenical  fly-papers,  while 
placing  them  in  the  hands  of  qualified  persons  exclusively, 
also  puts  such  restrictions  upon  the  sale  of  the  papers  that 
we  may  take  it  that  non-poisonous  and  sticky  fly-papers  will 
have  it  all  their  own  way  now. 

Messrs.  S,  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C., 
have  given  a  good  start  with  "  Papier  Moure,"  the  original 
and  old-fashioned  fly-paper,  which  awoke  the  poetic  soul  of 
Punch,  and  has  been  proved  by  competent  analysts  to  con- 
tain no  scheduled  poison.  This  is  a  paper  which  may  be 
sold  without  restriction  as  to  labelling,  and  in  other  respects 


it  is  perfectly  safe,  while  the  buzzing  tribe,  as  Punch 
puts  it — 

Comes  and  drinks,  away  they  flies  ;  you  sees  no  more  of  them  there  ribels, 
Out  o£  sight  they  goes  and  dies,  like  rats  and  mice  that  pison  nibbles. 


As  to  the  sticky  fly-catchers  we  have  already  noted 
that  Bleasdale  (Limited),  York,  have  applied  to  their 
triangular-folded  paper  a  tin  protector  which  effectually 
prevents  the  composition  from  exuding  at  the  edges. 

Mr.  David  D.  Buchan,  Friockheim,  N.B.,  sends  us  a  sample 
of  his  perfumed  sticky  fly-enticer,  the  composition  of  which 
s  patented.  One  peculiarity  of  this  "enticer"  is  that  the 
margins  are  united  by  a  composition  differing  from  that  on 
the  body  of  the  paper.  This  hermetically  seals  the  paper, 
so  that  the  margins  have  to  be  cut  off  before  the  paper  is 
opened.  The  sticky  compound  retains  its  stickiness  for  a 
long  time  on  exposure,  but  the  flies  give  it  little  chance  to 
harden — they  cover  it  so  quickly. 


Mr.  John  H,  Smith,  of  Newark,  has  opened  the  season  by 
laying  down  new  printing  and  spreading  machines  in  his 
"  Flyodoomo  "  factory,  which  will  accomodate  50  workers. 
The  most  notable  point  about  the  "  flyodoomo  "  is  that  the 
edges  are  double-folded,  then  the  paper  as  a  whole  is  folded 
up  and  secured  in  the  centre  with  a  band,  as  shown  in  the 
illustration.    This  makes  the  paper  one  of  the  cleanest  to 


handle  that  there  is  in  the  market,  and  it  is  nicely  and 
frnitly  perfumed.  Mr.  Smith  sends  us  a  copy  of  his  testi- 
monial sheet  which  he  is  sending  out  to  the  trade.  This  is 
a  collection  of  convincing  testimonials  from  chemists  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  many  of  whom  emphasize  the  truth  of 
Mr.  Smith's  claim  that  his  papers  keep  well  and  maintain 
their  sticky  properties.  The  composition  is  pale  green  in 
colour  and  soft,  yet  does  not  run  or  soak  through  the  paper, 
and  has  great  tenacity. 


Another  fly-catcher  which  deserves  attention  is  that 
made  by  Mr.  E.  Marshall,  Henfield,  Sussex.  It  is  "  the  only 
reel  comfort "  in  this  department,  a  pun  for  which  the  maker 
is  solely  responsible.  Mr.  Marshall's  catcher  is  a  cord 
covered  with  a  sticky  composition,  which  hangs,  reel  down- 
downwards,  until  it  is  covered  with  flies ;  then  the  cord  is 
pulled  through  the  reel,  whereby  the  dead  flies  are  got  rid 
of,  and  the  cord  is  ready  to  catch  more  of  them.  Its  chief 
advantage,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  composition  is  perma- 
nently sticky,  is  that  it  is  not  liable  to  be  sat  upon,  and  is 
therefore  the  acme  of  cleanliness.  ' 


Messes.  Botjbne,  Johnson  &  Latimee,  of 
Furnival  Street,  E.C.,  send  us  a  copy  of  their 
illustrated  priced-catalogue  of  druggists'  sun- 
dries for  1896,  which  they  have  just  published. 


Druggists' 
Sundries. 


Skiagraphs. 


Messes.  Allen  &  Hanbueys  announce  to 
the  medical  profession  that  they  have  provided 
in  their  instrument-department  at  43  Wigmore  Street,  W., 
efficient  apparatus  for  the  production  of  the  Rontgen  rays, 
and  for  the  ocular  exhibition  and  formation  of  pictures  of 
such  objects  as  are  demonstrable  by  their  means.  They 
also  supply  all  the  apparatus  for  producing  and  utilising  the 
rays. 
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"  DELICIOUS  SWEETS." 
Messrs.  Robert  Gibson  &  Sons,  medicated-Iozenge  manu- 
facturers, Hnlme,  Manchester,  are  putting  up  in  f-lb.,  f-lb., 
and  1-Ib.  boxes  an  excellent  line  of  boiled  sweets,  which  are 
admirably  adapted  for  druggists'  and  colonial  trade.  As  a 
rule  "  boilings  "  are  the  lowest  grade  of  confectionery,  but 
Messrs.  Gibson  have  brought  to  bear  upon  these  the  high 


quality  and  elegance  which  characterise  their  medicated 
lozenges,  and  with  these  they  incorporate  a  large  variety  of 
flavours.  The  engraving  shows  only  the  form  of  the 
packages  and  the  design  of  the  label.  The  latter  is  printed 
in  colours.  Orders  for  these  goods  can  be  executed  at  the 
London  warehouse,  1  Glasshouse  Yard,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.G., 
as  well  as  at  the  factory. 


Urotropine. 


In  reply  to  inquiries  for  this  new  uric- acid 
solvent,  we  may  state  that  it  is  supplied  by 
Messrs.  A.  &  M.  ZimmermaD,  9  and  10  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E  C. 


Mb.  J.  Hickisson,  75  Southgate  Road,  N., 
Catalogue8     sends  a  new  illustrated  price-list/giving  a  com- 
plete priced-catalogue  of  his  marking-inks  and 
also  of  bis  rubber  stamps,  with  sketches  of  the  numerous 
designs  kept  in  stock. 


The  Cheque  Bank  (Limited)  send  us  a 
ChlqulsEa"k  handbook,  in  whish  they  give  a  list  of  their 
agencies  for  the  issue  and  encashment  of 
Cheque  Bank  cheques  in  more  than  2  000  towns,  covering 
the  whole  of  the  world. 


nExtens'  n  Messes-  Randall  &  Sons,  Southampton 
'  who  have  lately  been  paying  increased  atten- 
tion to  their  wholesale  department  and  export  trade,  have 
found  it  necessary  to  put  down  additional  plant  and  other- 
wise extend  their  laboratory  facilities  for  the  production  of 
galenicals. 


Wincarnis 
Debentures. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  Coleman  &  Co. 
(Limited),  of  Norwich,  offer  200  of  their  501. 
7§  per  cent,  debentures  to  the  trade  this  week.  Every 
druggist  in  the  Kingdom  knows  as  well  as  we  do  the  popu- 
larity of  Wincarnis,  and  we  need  say  nothing  in  regard  to 
investing  money  in  it. 


Ripe  Lemons. 


The  printer's  d  ha3  shown  us  a  pretty 


page  which  is  going  in  this  issue,  and  which  is 
one  of  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell's  happy  achievements. 
It  is  a  bunch  of  lemons  beautifully  reproduced  by  photo- 
graphic methods,  and  is  to  show  the  world  the  only  source 
of  ess.  limoc.  sol.  (S.  &  H.) 


The  municipality  of  Wiesbaden,  which  con- 
Goutbwater'  'r0's  ^e  various  springs  in  the  district  pro- 
ducing the  well-known  gout- water,  have  placed 
the  agency  of^the  water  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  J.  R.  Voigt 
&  Co.,  25  Great  Tower  Street,  E.C.  The  water  is  used 
especially  in  the  treatment  of  gout,  gravel,  and  gall-stonesj 
and  is  put  up  in  wine-quart  bottles. 


Messrs.  Craven  &  Co.,  Peterborough,  make 
Ketchups.  very  g00(j  ketchups.  They  are  on  the  proper 
spot  for  getting  fresh  mushrooms,  the  Peterborough  district 
being  famous  for  its  crops  of  the  tasty  fungus,  and  they  take 
care  in  their  factory  to  select  only  genuine  mushrooms,  with 
the  result  that  the  ketchup  is  delicious  in  flavour,  while  ex- 
hibiting characteristic  colour  and  limpidity. 


Newbery's 
Catalogue. 


Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  King  Edward 
Street,  E  C,  are  now  issuing  their  annual  cata- 
logue, a  proof  of  which  we  had  the  opportunity  of 
commenting  upon  some  time  ago.  Druggists'  sundries,  pro- 
prietary medicines,  perfumery,  and  sugar-coated  pills  are 
the  sections  of  the  book,  which  has  become  almost  as  indis- 
pensable in  pharmacy  as  the  British  Pharmaccepia. 


A  Nice 
Window. 


There  is  a  pretty  arrangement  of  decorative 
glass  in  the  corner  window  of  the  Chemists' 
Club,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C.  It  is  placed 
there  for  advertising-purposes  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Corsan,  of  the 
London  Sand-blast  Decorative-glass  Works,  58a  Gray's  Inn 
Road,  E.C,  and  anyone  who  wishes  to  know  how  effective 
this  kind  of  glass  is  should  call  at  the  club  to  see  it. 


Carbolic 
Soloids. 


Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  are 
now  making  in  "  soloid  "  form—  ie.,  plano- 
convex as  distinguished  from  biconvex,  the  shape 
of  the  tabloid — a  compression  of  carbolic  acid.  Each  soloid 
contains  5  gr.  of  the  acid,  which  is  combined  with  about  20  gr. 
of  a  harmless  diluent  and  a  trace  of  an  aniline  dye,  which 
imparts  a  yellow-green  fluorescent  colour  to  the  solution  when 
the  soloid  is  dissolved  in  water.  This  characteristic  will  doubt- 
less be  advantageous  at  the  operating-table.  We  have  assured 
ourselves  that  the  diluent  used  along  with  the  carbolic  acid 
is  not  one  which  reduces  its  antiseptic  power. 


Mr.  Charles  Turner,  of  the  Manchester 
Sectfoan.'0al  College  of  Pharmacy,  sends  us  a  proof  of  an 
enlarged  photo- micrograph  of  a  stem- section 
which  i  e  is  to  use  as  an  advertisement  this  week,  and 
which,  as  a  novelty  in  that  department,  we  may  call  atten- 
tion to.  The  engraving  is  taken  from  a  transverse  section 
of  the  stem  of  Clematis  vitalba  during  the  first  year  of  its 
growth,  and  will  give  botanical  students  an  illustration  not 
generally  found  in  text-books.  The  outermost  layer  is  the 
epidermis ;  the  circle  of  cells  surrounding  the  collection  of 
fibro- vascular  bundles  is  the  endodermis  ;  everything  outside 
this  is  the  cortex,  some  of  the  cells  of  which  are  thickened 
and  form  stereomi.  The  late  Professor  J.  M.  Maiscb,  who 
was  one  of  the  best  teachers  of  botany  and  pharmacognosy 
of  this  generation,  made  a  point  of  using  such  illustrations 
as  this  in  teaching  his  students,  so  that  Mr.  Turner  is  follow- 
ing a  worthy  example. 


The  Hunyadi 


We   find  from  the  trade  notices    in  the 
War.  American  pharmaceutical  journals  that  the 

contest  for  supremacy  among  the  Hungarian  waters  is 
breaking  out  there  with  the  bitterness  which  seems  to 
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characterise  not  only  the  waters,  but  those  who  deal  in 
them.  The  name  "  Hunyadi,"  says  one  of  these  notices,  has 
almost  become  a  household  word.  There  are  other  Hunyadi 
waters,  but  the  proprietors  of  Hunyadi  Janos  request  dealers 
to  use  caution  in  ordering,  and  to  specify  "Hunyadi  Janos," 
not  calling  merely  for  "  Hunyadi."  No  "  Hunyadi  Janos  " 
is  genuine  unless  the  label  bears  the  signature,  "  Andreas 
Saxlehner,  Budapest,  Hungary."  It  is  also  announced  that 
any  dealer's  additional  mark  or  design  has  no  bearing  on  the 
genuine  and  original  "  Hunyadi  Janos." 


personalities. 


Mb.  H.  W.  G.  Moebis,  chemist,  Thame,  has  been  re-elected 
sidesman  for  the  parish  church,  Thame. 

Mk.  R.  Proctor,  chemist,  High  Street,  Glossop,  was 
unanimously  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Glossop  Board  of 
Guardians  on  April  22. 

Mr.  John  McKesson,  of  McKesson  &  Robbins,  New 
York  City,  is  to  spend  the  summer  in  Europe — chiefly  on  the 
Mediterranean  seaboard. 

Mr.  Albert  Gowen,  chemist,  Fleet,  Hants,  has  been 
re-elected  overseer  by  the  Parish  Council,  also  sidesman  of 
All  Saints'  parish  church. 

Db.  Edward  Fbankland,  F.R.S.,  the  well-known 
chemist,  is  to  be  president  of  the  British  Association  when 
it  meets  in  Toronto  in  1897. 

Mr.  D.  M.  Ingram,  who  for  some  time  was  with  Messrs. 
Fasset  &  Johnson,  is  about  to  represent  Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker, 
Stagg  &  Morgan,  of  15  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  B.C.,  in  the 
north  of  England  and  part  of  Scotland. 

Mb.  Henry  Pickard,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Stratton, 
Cornwall,  has  been  unanimously  elected  chairman  of  the 
Parish  Council  of  Stratton  and  Bude.  He  has  also  been  for 
the  sixth  time  appointed  vicar's  churchwarden. 

Professor  Dunstan's  appointment  as  an  expert  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  molecu- 
lar change  in  steel  rails  has  been  pretty  freely  commented 
upon  by  Fellows  of  the  Chemical  Society,  the  general  opinion 
being  that  he  has  done  nothing  in  the  subject.  As  it 
happens  this  is  not  the  case,  for  about  sixteen  yeais  ago  he 
interested  himself  in  the  analysis  of  steel,  and  if  he  is  not  an 
expert  he  does  not  approach  the  matter  with  a  blank  mind. 

Mr.  W.  Lascelles  Scott,  who  is  known  to  a  good  many 
chemists,  has  lately  been  in  Philadelphia  on  a  mission  to 
investigate  the  much  ridiculed  "Keely  motor."  Engineers 
generally  have  failed  to  appreciate  Mr.  Keely 's  invention,  but, 
according  to  the  New  York  Recorder,  Mr.  Lascelles  Scott  has 
"comprehended  the  great  inventor,"  and  has  declared  that 
"  he  has  undoubtedly  discovered  a  new  force."  The  inven- 
tion is  stated  to  be  based  on  the  science  of  sound.  This  is 
all  the  scientific  information  about  it  that  the  New  York 
Recorder  tells  us,  and  it  is  rather  vague. 

We  have  had  a  call  from  Mr.  C.  F.  Pearson,  the  principal 
of  Messrs.  C.  F.  Pearson  &  Co.,  Secunderabad,  who  has  come 
home  with  his  family  for  a  thorough  rest,  and  has  taken  up 
residence  in  Bedford.  Mr.  Pearson  went  out  to  India  sixteen 
years  ago  as  an  assistant  to  Messrs.  Treacher  &  Co.,  Bombay, 
and  after  mastering  the  details  of  Indian  trade  started  a 
pharmacy  of  his  own  at  Secunderabad,  where  he  has  had  the 
advantage  of  the  suppoit  of  the  garrison.  Speaking  of  the 
prospects  of  chemists'  assistants  in  India,  Mr.  Pearson  says 
that  they  are  as  good  now  as  ever  they  were,  and  better  by 
far  than  they  are  at  home.  Smart  men  are  wanted  out 
there  who  will  make  an  effort  to  push  business,  and  who  are 
not  afraid  of  work.  "  Work  "  for  Englishmen  in  India  does 
not  mean  manual  labour,  which  is  all  done  by  native  ser- 
vants, Englishmen  beiDg  employed  as  overseers,  and  those 
who  get  into  the  swing  of  it  soon  prefer  the  conditions  to 
those  at  home,  and  do  very  well  indeed.  Mr.  Pearson  men- 
tioned the  names  of  several  men  known  to  us  who  went  out 
to  India  as  assistants,  and  without  capital,  who  have  worked 
themselves  into  responsible  and  well-paid  positions,  which  I 


they  will  only  vacate  for  something  much  better,  or  to  come 
home  to  live  at  ease.  Mr.  Pearson  himself  is  a  good  example 
of  what  can  be  done  by  energy  and  sound  business  methods. 
Much  depends  upon  the  latter.  For  example,  he  had  not 
been  long  in  Secunderabad  when  he  found  that  pharmacy 
of  itself  would  not  do,  and  while  it  has  remained  the  back- 
bone of  the  business  and  a  pharmacy,  many  side- branches 
have  been  added  to  it,  such  as  scientific  apparatus,  hard- 
ware, comestibles,  wines,  ice  ,  but  not  clothing.  These  things 
are  not  hard  to  sell,  and  the  assistant  who  is  not  prepared 
to  sell  a  hundred  or  two  rupees'  worth  of  general  goods,  as 
well  as  supervise  a  man  who  is  compounding  a  prescription, 
is  not  adapted  for  India.  The  life  is  a  pleasant  one,  the 
living  being  good,  and  the  social  engagements  exceptional  for 
a  druggist's  assistant,  and  the  rupee  always  buys  its  face  value 
of  goods  and  pleasure  on  the  spot.  Mr.  Pearson's  visit  home 
is  not  a  business  one ;  but  he  twill  be  in  town  occasionally, 
and  may  be  addressed  at  his  agents,  Messrs.  Craig,  Baldry 
k  Co.,  17  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 


flDarriaoes. 


Lunan— Greig.— At  7  Hawkhill  Place,  Dundee,  on  April 
15,  by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Grant,  B.D.,  St.  Mark's,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  R.  S.  Warren,  St.  David's,  Alexander  Lunan,  chemist, 
Banchory,  to  Christina  Craighead,  eldest  daughter  of  John 
Greig. 

Robertson— Walker.— At  the  Windsor  Hotel,  Glasgow9 
on  April  20,  by  the  Rev.  James  B.  Johnston,  B  D.,  the  Free 
Church,  Falkirk,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Adamson,  B.D., 
Free  Anderston  Church,  Glasgow,  George  Robertson,  chemist, 
Partick,  to  Jane,  daughter  of  the  late  William  Walker,  £le- 
manufacturer,  Larbert. 


Deatbs. 


Dobson. — On  April  9,  Mr.  John  Dobson,  Shipley,  chemist 
and  druggist.    Aged  60. 

Dodd. — On  April  15,  Wm.  H.  Dodd,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Prescot.    Aged  85. 

Goddabd  — On  April  5.  at  1  Bright  Avenue,  Ardwick, 
Mr.  Thos.  Goddard,  aged  64  years.  Deceased  was  for  over 
thirty  years  connected  with  the  establishment  of  Mr.  A.  P. 
Towle,  chlorodyne  manufacturer,  but  for  the  past  fifteen 
months  bad  been  totally  blind. 

Longley  — On  April  11,  Mr.  J.  W.  Longley,  73  North 
Street,  Leeds,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  48. 

Shabp. — The  death  is  reported,  in  his  92nd  year,  of  Dr. 
William  Sharp,  F.R.S.,  one  of  the  few  M.D.'s  "  by  doctorate 
granted  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury."  Dr.  Sharp  was 
at  one  time  in  medical  practice  at  Bradford  and  in  Hull.  He 
gave  lectures  in  chemistry.  He  studied  in  Paris  under  Gay- 
Lussac,  Thenard,  and  Oifila.  He  was  a  friend  of  Archbishop 
Tait,  who,  while  at  Rugby  School,  got  Mr.  Sharp  to  lecture 
there  on  physics.  Afterwards  he  gave  his  friend  the  M.D. 
degree. 

Style.— On  April  8,  Mr.  J.  W.  Style,  chemist  and  druggist, 
late  of  Peckham.    Aged  42. 


He  was  a  Young  Man  fbom  the  Country,  and  was 
at  the  pharmacy-table  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Pharmacy  anxious  to  get  his  diploma.  The  examiner  being 
in  a  charitable  frame  of  mind  gave  him  a  glass  of  sherry  to 
taste,  and  then  asked  what  it  was.  Said  the  young  Yankee, 
"  It  is  asafcEtida,"  and  he  did  not  smile  ! 

Thbough  Amebican  Spectacles. — "  In  England  when 
they  advertise  for  a  drug-clerk  they  ask  that  he  send  a 
photograph  of  himself  with  his  application.  The  inference 
is  that  some  Englishmen  are  so  ugly  that  a  careful  man  with 
a  good  class  of  trade  could  not  afford  to  have  them  at  any 
price.  In  America  all  drug-clerks  are  handsome."  This  libel 
is  from  the  Druggists'  Circu7ar  of  New  York. 
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%n  #ftr  Ranis'"  jjjjmrmacgr* 

ENMA.RK  is  one  of  those  con- 
tinental countries  where  the 
concession-system  flourishes, 
and  where  century-old  phar- 
macies are  comparatively  com- 
mon, while  shops  that  can  look 
back  upon  a  two-hundred-years' 
record  of  dispensing  occur 
sporadically ;  but  a  business 
with  an  unbroken  history  of 
three  hundred  years  of  activity 
one  would  not  expect  to  find, 
anywhere.  Such,  however,  is 
the  proud  distinction  of  the  "  Love  Apotek,"  at  Aarhus,  in 
Denmark,  and  the  proprietor  of  that  historic  pharmacy  has 
lightly  celebrated  the  recent  tercentenary  of  his  business  by 
a  Festsltrift,  or  commemorative  treatise,  of  which  he  has 
courteously  sent  us  a  copy.  Mr.  E.  Dam,  of  Copenhagen,  the 
author  of  the  Festsltrift  (who  has  acquitted  himself  of  his 
task  with  consummate  literary  skill),  has  traced  through  the 
musty  city-chronicles  of  Aarhus  the  careers  of  the  worthy 
apothecaries  who  swayed  the  pestle  in  the  Love  Apotek  in 
bygone  ages  from  the  time  when,  on  January  6, 1596,  KiDg 
Christian  V.  granted  unto  Anders  Caspersen  the  first 
pharmacy- licence  in  the  city  of  Aarhus  down  to  the  present 
day.  Some  of  Caspersen 's  theriacum  is  preserved  in  the  Love 
Apotek  to  this  day.  In  1604  Bernt  Junger  succeeded  to  the 
business,  which  he  carried  on  for  twenty- seven  years,  the  prin- 
cipal event  of  his  reign  being  a  visitation  of  the  Black  Death, 
which  carried  off  2,256  victims  in  the  city.  Folmer  Thomsen 
was  the  next  licensee  of  the  Love  Apotek,  and  that  gentle- 
man's lines,  too,  were  not  cast  in  pleasant  places,  for  during 
a  great  part  of  his  business  activity  the  Thirty- years'  War 
devastated  Germany  and  parts  of  Denmark,  and  the  Love 
Apotek  appears  to  have  suffered  considerably  from  the 
ravages  of  Wallenstein's  Imperial  troops  and  the  soldiery  of 


The  Love  AroxEK  Before  it  was  Rebuilt. 

the  Danish  king.  Jacob  Gesius,  who  controlled  the  phar- 
macy from  1661  to  1710,  was  a  German  from  Rostock.  He 
brought  the  business  to  great  prosperity,  and  there  remain 
in  Aarhus  Cathedral  inscriptions  which  testify  to  his  high 
respectability  and  proficiency  in  his  craft.  Gesius  was, 
undoubtedly,  a  man  who  knew  his  business,  but  he  seems  to 
have  had  a  peculiar  liking  for  lawsuits.  Perhaps  that  is  the 
reason  why  so  much  is  known  about  him,  and  that  his  doings 
bulk  so  largely  in  the  Festsltrift.  He  had  been  clever 
enough  to  secure  for  himself  a  similar  "  licence "  or 
"  privilege  "  as  apothecary  in  Odense  as  that  which  he  held 
in  respect  of  the  Aarhus  Love  Apotek,  which  gave  him  the 
right  to  import  anything  he  wanted  in  his  dispensary  free  of 
duty,  except  "  sugar  and  spices."  He  was  a  rich  man,  but 
nevertheless,  or  because  of  it,  he  was  always  quarrelling 
with  his  assistants  and  others  about  money  matters ;  nor 
did  the  local  magistrates  and  tax-collectors  escape  frequent 
collisions  with  him.  For  the  purpose  of  throwing  a  little 
sidelight  upon  life  in  Denmark  at  that  time,  Mr.  Dam 


relates  how  Gesius  got  into  trouble  with  the  authorities 
because  he  spent  more  money  on  his  wife's  funeral 
than  his  station  in  life  as  an  apothecary  entitled 
him  to  do.  The  "  honourable  and  learned  "  Gesius,  as  he 
is  called  on  his  tombstone  in  Aarhus  Cathedral,  was  ordered 
to  pay  a  heavy  fine;  but  he  appealed  and  appealed,  and  at 
last  the  apothecary  gained  the  day,  and  the  fine  was 
remitted.  For  all  that  it  was  a  grand  thing,  and  a  lucrative 
business  (as  it  is  still  in  Denmark)  to  be  a  "  Royal  privileged 
apothecary."  There  was  generally  only  one  in  a  town,  and 
Gesius  was  a  man  who  would  fight  to  the  last  to  keep  the 
"  monopoly."  But  when  he  was  getting  old,  one  of  his  former 
assistants  sent  in  a  most  humble  petition  to  his  Majesty  the 


The  Love  Apotek  as  it  is  Now. 

King  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  open  a  second 
"apotek"  in  Aarhus,  arguing  that  there  would  be  room 
enough  for  two  chemists'  shops,  and  in  1710  Bernt  Holmsted, 
the  assistant  in  question,  got  a  licence. 

Holmsted  must  have  been  a  very  clever  and  industrious 
man,  who  well  understood  how  to  maintain  the  high  position  it 
behoved  an  apothecary  to  occupy  in  the  community,  and  he 
soon  became  an  alderman  and  vice- mayor  of  Aarhus. 
Holmsted  seems,  however,  to  have  been  troubled  a  lot  with 


Retail  Department  op  the  Love  Apotek. 

the  taxes,  and  he  always  complained  that  he  was  assessed 
too  high.  The  apothecary's  business  was  notoriously  a  good 
one ;  the  prices  were  regulated  by  an  official  tariff ;  but 
even  in  those  days  other  tradesmen  tried  to  sell  some  of  the 
apothecary's  articles.  Holmsted  went  straight  to  the  king 
to  complain  about  this,  and  his  Majesty  ordered  the  magis- 
trates to  see  to  it  that  the  apothecary's  licence  was  not  in- 
fringed by  people  who  sold  "  oils,  theriacum,  arsenic, 
unguenta,  confectiones,"  and  other  officinal  goods  -as  long 
as  the  apothecary  could  produce  a  certificate  from  the 
"  Medicus  Provincialis  "  that  his  dispensary  was  well  pro- 
vided with  these  articles  in  sound  and  good  condition. 

Holmsted  sold  his  "  apotek  "  to  Jacob  Helms,  who  was  the 
owner  of  it  from  1727-55.     Mr.  Dam's   book  gives  the 
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pedigree  of  Helms,  who  seems  to  have  belonged  to  a  family 
of  apothecaries.  His  father  and  grandfather  had  been 
apothecaries  in  Haderslev ;  his  sister  was  married  to  the 
apothecary  in  Horsens,  &c. 

Jacob  Helms  died  in  1755,  but  his  heirs  obtained  royal  per- 
mission to  be  considered  "as  apothecaries'  widows  and 
their  children  "  against  the  payment  of  a  yearly  sum  to  the 
State  ;  but  they  were  obliged  to  have  the  business  managed 
by  an  examined  assistant — provisor,  as  he  was  called — and 
they  could  only  sell  the  dispensary  to  a  pharmaceutist. 

It  would  scarcely  be  of  interest  to  go  through  the  long 
list  of  apothecaries  during  the  last  three  hundred  years,  but  by 
glancing  over  their  Barnes  and  their  pedigrees  it  appears  that 
all  of  them  sprang  from  a  good  old  stock,  and  no  doubt 
ranked  among  the  best  of  the  land. 

The  Love  Apotek  in  Aarhus  has,  however,  during  the 
last  century  been  something  else  than  a  mere  dispensary. 
The  apothecary  has  almost  always  been  a  man  who  has  done 
something  more  for  the  town  than  selling  drugs  and  medi- 
cines, and  carrying  on  a  large  and  profitable  business.  In 
Aarhus  the  Love  Apotek  was  the  place  for  private 
theatricals  which  so  much  delighted  the  good  old  Danes 
generations  ago.  In  the  beginning  of  this  century  the  times 
were  very  troubled  ;  people  wanted  to  be  cheered  up,  and 
the  Dramatic  Society  in  the  Love  Apotek  did  its  best. 
Much  poverty,  want,  and  misery  had  been  caused  through 
the  wars ;  there  was  plenty  of  room  for  charity,  and  the 
private  perfoimances  in  the  Love  Apotek  brought  in  a  lot 
of  money  for  charitable  purposes,  at  the  same  time  as  it 
raised  the  national  spirit.  Theie  were  many  glorious 
reminiscences  connected  with  the  old  Love  Apotek  and  its 
owners. 

We  shall  now  just  glance  back  upon  the  apothecaries  who 
have  held  the  licence  of  the  Apotek  during  this  century. 
Christopher  Heinrich  Nicolaus  Keddelien  came  from 
Rostock,  the  same  town  where  Gesius,  who  is  so  often 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Dam's  book,  was  born.  He  bought  the 
Love  Apotek,  in  1797,  for  12,000  rigsdollars  (9  rigs- 
dollars  =  11),  and  lived  there  till  1833.  His  son,  Knud 
Keddelien,  succeeded  him,  but  sold  the  business,  in  1843, 
to  Niels  Schack  Aagaard,  for  40,000  rigsdollars.  Mr.  Dam 
writes  much  about  Apoteker  Aagaard,  and  all  he  says 
shows  clearly  how  much  good  that  worthy  man  did  during 
the  thirty-two  years  he  lived  in  Aarhus  with  his  wife  and 
daughter.  He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Benevolent  Society,  which  he  generously  supported,  and 
there  was  scarcely  an  institution  or  a  society,  which  wanted 
assistance,  that  he  did  not  help.  He  was  a  rich  man,  with 
a  gentle  heart,  and  his  benevolence  knew  no  bounds.  He 
retired  from  business  in  1875,  and  died  near  Copenhagen, 
May  6, 1895,  about  82  years  old.  His  nephew,  Harald  Knud 
Jeronimus  Grauer,  succeeded  him.  Grauer  was  born  in 
Aabenraa,  in  Schleswig,  in  1843,  and  a  son  of  Dr.  Grauer  was 
married  to  Apoteker  Aagaard's  sister.  In  1875  he  bought 
the  Love  Apotek  of  his  uncle  for  100,000  rigsdollars  ;  but  he 
died  in  1888.  Like  his  uncle,  he  did  all  he'  could  for  the 
town  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  also  a  rich  man,  with  an 
open  and  generous  heart,  always  ready  to  give  and  do  anyone 
a  good  turn. 

The  present  owner  of  the  Love  Apotek  is  Mr.  Diderik 
Martin  Christian  Reimers,  who  bought  it,  in  1888,  for 
255,000  rigsdollars.  Mr.  Reimers  is  a  capable  pharmacist 
and  a  good  man  of  business.  The  book  of  his  pharmacy  is 
one  of  the  unique  contributions  to  pharmaceuticai  literature, 
and  the  typography  and  illustrations  are  exceptionally 
quaint.  We  reproduce  a  few  of  the  latter,  including  the 
subjoined  curious  tailpiece. 


5  Drifts!)  JDjjarmarg  iit  ftalir. 


NOT  long  ago  we  had  a  call  from  Signor  G.  A.  Dompe, 
the  proprietor  of  the  Farm'acia  Centrale  in  Milan,  which 
he  carries  on  as  an  International  Pharmacy.  Mr.  Domr.e 
had  a  couple  of  years'  experience  as  an  assistant  in  Mr.  John 
Morgan  Davis'  pharmacy  in  London,  and  has  been  in  various 
places  on  the  Continent.  His  chief  assistant  is  a  polyglot 
Russian,  whose  knowledge  of  European  pharmacy  is  extensive 
and  peculiar — in  fact,  says  Mr.  Dompe,  "  in  our  pharmacy  the 
principal  European  languages  are  spoken  so  that  foreigners 
think  to  be  in  their  native  country's  pharmacy."  The 
business  now  controlled  by  Mr.  Dompe  is  on  the  Piazza  della 


Scala,  almost  next  door  to  the  most  famous  theatre  in  the 
world,  and  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  cathedral.  The 
business  was  established  in  the  respectable  remoteness  of 
1625,  but  Mr.  Dompe,  who  was  for  a  while  an  assistant  with 
the  previous  proprietor,  has  only  owned  it  for  a  few  years. 
In  deference  to  the  national  weakness  of  his  many  American 
customers,  Mr.  Dompe  keeps  an  American  soda-water 
fountain  on  one  of  his  counters ;  he  has  also  a  special 
English  dispensing  department,  and  keeps  all  British  and 
American  specialities.  Mr.  Dompe's  powder-envelopes  are 
things  of  beauty  indeed.  They  bear  his  firm-name  and 
address  in  letters  of  blue,  red  and  gold  upon  a  buff  back- 
ground, and  in  the  left-hand  corner  a  picture  of  his  shop 
and  of  Scala-Place. 


ftfce  first  grinft. 


A  Canadian  subscriber  sends  us  the  following  clever  parody , 
but  says  he  does  not  know  who  wrote  it : — ■ 

I  had  spent  the  night  in  the  watch-house,  my  head  was  the  size  of  three, 

So  I  went  and  asked  the  chemist  to  fix  up  a  drink  for  me ; 

He  fix'd  it  from  various  bottles,  with  soda  and  plenty  of  ice, 

"With  something  that  tasted  like  lemon,  and  something  that  smelt  like  spice. 

It  fell  on  my  parched  palate  like  dew  on  a  sun-baked  plain, 

And  my  system  began  to  flourish  like  the  grass  in  the  soft  spring  rain  ; 

It  wandered  through  my  being,  suffusing  my  soul  with  rest, 

And  I  felt  as  I  quaff 'd  that  liquid  that  life  had  a  new-found  zest. 

I've  been  on  the  razzle-dazzle  full  many  a  time  since  then, 

But  I  never  could  get  the  chemist  to  fix  up  that  drink  again ; 

He  says  he's  forgotten  the  notion,  'twas  only  by  chance  it  came, 

He  has  tried  me  with  various  liquids,  but  oh !  they  are  not  the  same  ! 

I  have  sought,  and  I  seek  it  vainly,  that  one  lost  drink  divine, 
I  have  sampled  his  various  bottles,  but  somehow  they  don't  combine  ; 
But  I  know  when  I  cross  the  river,  and  stand  on  the  golden  shore, 
I  shall  meet  with  an  angel  chemist  to  mix  me  that  drink  once  more. 


Soluble  Bismuth  Phosphate  is  prepared  by  heating 
a  mixture  of  bismuth  oxide,  sodium  carbonate,  and  phos- 
phoric acid.  The  salt  contains  20  per  cent,  of  Bi203,  and 
dissolves  in  two  or  three  times  its  weight  of  water. 
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Bntteb  pharmacies. 


FOR  some  time  we  have  been  collecting  notes  and  photo- 
graphs of  pharmacies  in  the  British  Islands,  and 
to-day  we  present  a  few  of  these.  In  the  course  of  this 
series  we  hope  to  present  styles  of  exteriors  which  are 
passing  away,  or  are  the  latest  thing,  and  interiors  which 
exhibit  special  interest.  Naturally  the  personal  and  histori- 
cal interest  attached  to  many  pharmacies  is  the  element 
which  makes  them  valuable,  and  of  such  there  will  be  a  few 
in  the  series.  We  are  always  pleased  to  receive  particulars 
and  photographs  of  new  pharmacies,  and  when  they  show 
novelty  and  new  departures  such  as  make  them  of  interest 
to  the  whole  trade,  proper  reference  to  them  is  made  in  our 
pages. 

A  PRESIDENT'S  PHARMACY. 

20  Upper  Baggot  Street,  Dublin. 

Wells's  pharmacy  cannot  boast  of  ancient  origin,  but  it 
can  claim  to  be  a  modern  and  up-to-date  pharmacy.  It  was 
established  in  1882  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wells,  jun.,  who  served  his 
apprenticeship  to  his  father  at  52  Upper  Sackville  Street, 
Dublin.  He  continued  with  his  father  as  manager,  and, 
subsequently,  as  partner — in  all  for  nineteen  years.  Mr. 
Wells  studied  chemistry  and  pharmacy  under  Professor 
Tichborne  and  Dr.  Montgomery  at  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
and,  after  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  with  Professor 
Tichborne  and  Dr.  Auchinleck.  Upper  Baggot  Street  is  in 
the  Pembroke  township,  outside  the  City  boundary,  in  a 
neighbourhood  which  may  well  be  called  the  West-end  of 
Dublin.  In  1882  Mr.  Wells  thought  there  was  a  good 
opening  for  a  high-class  dispensing  business  in  this  district, 
and  he  secured  the  premises  at  No.  20,  next  door  to  the  City 
of  Dublin  Hospital  (of  Which  he  has  been  apothecary  for 


over  ten  years).  Here  he  fitted  up  a  very  neat  pharmacy 
from  his  own  design,  and  introduced  the  York  Glass  Com- 
pany's recess  jars,  bottles,  and  swan-neck  carboys,  which 
were  a  novelty  in  Dublin.  From  the  start  the  undertaking 
was  a  success,  and  in  1888  Mr.  Wells  got  a  rebuilding  lease 
from  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  erected  the  present  very 
complete  premises,  and  had  the  pharmacy  refitted,  all  the 
woodwork,  including  the  shop-front,  being  of  fine  Spanish 
mahogany.  The  bottle- shelves  are  in  seven  bays,  and  fitted 
with  mirrors,  which,  with  the  globe-stoppered  recess  bottles 
and  jars,  give  a  fine  effect.  The  opposite  wall  has  a  long 
run  of  glass  cases,  the  centre  of  which  stands  out  and  has 
rounded  ends.  The  retail  is  divided  from  the  dispensing 
by  a  handsome  screen  across  the  centre  of  the  shop.  The 
fittings  at  end  of  shop  form  the  front  of  the  private  office, 
beside  which  is  that  of  the  bookkeepers.    Behind  these  are 


a  well-appointed  laboratory  and  large  bottle  store,  over 
which  are  the  drug  and  sundry  rooms.  At  the  back  is  the 
mineral-water  factory,  added  in  1890 

That  individuality  which  has  made  Mr.  Wells's  name  familiar 
over  the  United  Kingdom  as  a  pharmaceutical  politician  is 
also  characteristic  of  his  pharmacy.  He  is  one  of  those 
men,  too  rare  in  the  drug  trade,  who  love  pharmacy — who 
take  a  piide  in  their  shops.  Indeed,  he  once  confessed  to  us 
that  his  shop  is  his  hobby,  and  if  new  ideas,  spotless  clean- 
ness, and  methodical  arrangement  are  at  all  indicative  of 
weakness  in  that  direction,  they  are  there  in  strength.  Mr. 
Wells,  as  a  competent  pharmacist,  manufactures  all  he  can 
in  the  way  of  galenical  preparations,  and  his  reputation  as 
a  dispensing  chemist  has  won  him  the  esteem  of  the  Dublin 
faculty.  So  far  as  retail  trade  is  concerned  his  shop  tells 
his  tendencies.  He  never  shows  or  advertises  any  prepara- 
tions in  the  window  or  shop  unless  those  bearing  the  name 
"  Wells,"  but  if  anyone  wants  "  Smith's,"  he  is  sure  not  to 
get  a  substitute  at  20  Upper  Baggot  Street,  Dublin. 

THE  QUEEN  OF  THE  SOUTH. 

The  shop  of  Mr.  A.  F.  Lawrence,  of  The  Square,  Bourne- 
mouth, was  one  of  the  places  that  Pharmaceutical  Conferees 
visited  last  August.  It  has  a  commanding  position  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  overlooking  the  gardens.  The  premises 
have  been  entirely  rebuilt  since  Mr.  Duncan  occupied 
them.  The  frontage  is  a  handsome  terra-cotta  structure 
of  the  French-Italian  style.  The  window  is  built  after  the 
design  of  the  proprietor.  The  centre  is  semicircular  and 
recessed  and  is  adorned  with  an  effective  white  enamelled 
carboy-stand,  which  can  be  seen  in  the  sketch.  The  side- 
windows  are  flash  with  the  side- walk.    A  somewhat  striking 


effect  is  obtained  by  the  mirrors  composing  the  entire  base 
and  ceiling  of  the  windows.  Along  the  front  of  the  shop  (to 
which  there  are  two  entrances)  runs  a  span  of  tessellated 
pavement.  The  interior  shows  a  very  large  and  lofty  shop 
with  remarkably  handsome  panel-coved  ceiling,  and  very 
prettily  fitted  by  a  local  shop-fitter  under  the  personal  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Lawrence.  One  of  the  chief  features  is  the  pair 
of  carved-mahogany  pedestals  tastefully  topped  with  natural 
palms,  the  spare  between  the  two  pedestals  being  occupied 
by  a  carved-iron  stand,  which  does  double  duty  as  a  hot- 
water  apparatus  and  table  for  daily  papers  and  other 
periodicals.    The  wals  are  relieved  by  panels  of  bevelled- 
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glass  mirrors,  while  round  the  top  of  the  shop  close,  to  the 
ceiling,  is  placed  a  row  of  small  carboys.  Three  heavy  and 
richly-painted  glass  shields  with  bevelled  edges,  showicg  the 
coat  s-of-  arms  of 
Sweden,  Ger- 
many, and  Aus- 
tria —  reminis- 
cences of  the 
patronage  of 
royal  visitors — 
lend  adornment 
to  the  shop.  The 
whole  effect  is 
correct,  and  the 
appointments  are 
adequate  and 
well  finished.  At 
the  back  of  the 
shop  is  a  spacious 
dispensing  -  coun- 
ter and  behicd 
this  again,  but 
divided  from  the 
shop  by  a  carved  - 
mahogany 
screen,  draped 
with  plush  cur- 
tains, is  a  small 
office  with  win- 
dow conveniently 
overlooking  both 
entrances. 

The  premises 
are  fitted  with 

telephone,  electric  light,  and  an  electric  night-bell  which 
communicates  direct  to  the  a=sistants'  room  at  the  back 
of  the  shop. 

IN  BONNIE  DUNDEE. 

Early  in  the  thirties  of  this  century  a  notable  triumvirate 
of  druggists  was  flourishing  in  the  county  town  of  Perth, 
and  had  established  a  reputation  for  themselves  which  was 
not  measured  by  the  boundaries  of  the  county.  DuncaD, 
Hamilton  &  Dandie  were  the  men,  and  business  prospered 
with  them,  but  a  time  came  when  the  fair  city  was  not  large 
enough  to  give  scope  to  the  energies  of  the  whole  of  them, 
so  Mr.  Duncan,  the  senior  partner,  went  to  Edinburgh  to 
found  the  business  which  is  now  of  world-wide  reputation — 
Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.  Mr.  Dandie  remained  in  Perth, 
and  the  business  is  there  yet  as  Dandie,  Newby  &  Dandies  ; 
while  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton  went  down  the  backs  of  the 
Tay  as  far  as  Dundee,  and  there  opened  a  pharmacy  which  was 
as  characteristic  as  the  Perth  one,  for  his  skill,  learning,  and 
manners  brought  to  him  the  support  of  the  medical  men  of 
the  town,  and  the  public  were  not  slow  to  see  the  difference 
between  old-fashioDed  doctoring  and  modern  pharmacy.  Mr. 
Hamilton's  name  became  well-known  in  Juteopolis,  and, 
although  he  has  been  in  his  grave  for  nearly  forty  years,  his 
name  is  known  in  Dandee  still,  and  chiefly  because  Mr. 
James  Hardie  joined  him  as  a  partner  a  few  months  before 
his  death,  whereby  the  business  became  known  as  Hamilton 
&  Hardie's.  Mr.  Hardie  is  a  Fifeshire  man,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  the  late  Mr.  Dron,  of  Kirkcaldy,  whose 
business  Mr.  David  Storrar  succeeded  to.  From  Kirkcaldy 
Mr.  Hardie  went  to  Dundee,  and  accepted  a  position  with 
Mr.  Hamilton  as  assistant,  remaining  with  him  until  he 
decided  to  commence  business  on  his  own  account  in 
Falkirk.  Two  or  three  jears  after,  Mr.  Hamilton,  feeling 
his  health  beginning  to  fail,  offered  Mr.  Hardie  a  partner- 
ship, which  was  accepted.  Mr.  Hamilton's  death  occurred 
soon  after,  and  for  ten  years  Mr.  Hardie  carried  on  the 
business  for  the  trustees  and  himself  as  Hamilton  ic  Hardie. 
In  1864-  the  partnership  was  dissolved ;  the  Hamilton 
trustees  carried  on  business  for  a  year  or  two  with  a  manager 
unsuccessfully,  and  finally  gave  it  up  The  pharmacy, 
68  High  Street — "  corner  of  the  New  Inn  entry,"  as  the 
public  have  it — i?  the  leading  one  in  Dandee,  and  is  entirely 
a  dispensing  business.  For  fourteen  years  Mr  Hardie  has 
been  assisted  in  the  management  of  it  by  Mr.  James  Millar 
Hardie,  his  son,  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  for  several 
years  back  has  been  on  the  Scottish  Executive  of  the  Phar- 


maceutical Society,  and  their  business  is  one  of  if  not  the 
most  important  in  the  drug-trade  north  of  the  Forth.  _ 
The  shop  is  not  an  imposing  one  from  the  outside ;  indeed, 

the  only  notable 
thing  about  the 
frontage  is  a  very 
fine  mahogany 
door,  which  was 
the  marvel  of  the 
town  twenty 
years  ago.  The 
interior,  however, 
is  more  striking, 
owing  to  its  great 
length  and  fine 
ceiling.  The  fit- 
tings are  old 
mahogany,  the 
drawers  having 
r  rass  labels  which 
date  back  almost 
to  the  beginning 
of  the  century. 
The  firm,  while 
alive  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  such 
modern  improve- 
ments as  electric 
bells  and  electric 
light  (which  they 
early  adopted), 
have  retained  the 
time  -  honoured 
appearance  of 

tbe  interior ;  and  this  is  wise,  for  the  customers  are  gathered 
from  all  classes,  to  whom  the  name  Hardie  is  a  household 
word  and  tbe  expression  of  all  that  is  safe. 

The  storage  accommodation  in  tie  basemect  is  three 


times  the  capacity  oE  the  shop,  behind  which  is  a  separate 
building  used  as  a  laboratory  and  storeroom.  During  the 
time  that  Mr.  Hardie,  sen.,  has  been  in  business  in  Dundee 
scores  of  apprentices  and  assistants  have  passed  through 
his  hands,  and  many  of  them  in  all  parts  of  the  world  will 
observe  with  pleasure  that  the  old  characteristics  of  the 
pharmacy  remain,  and  happily  that  applies  as  much  to  the 
interior  as  the  exterior. 


592 


THE  CHEMIST  AJST>  DRUGGIST 


April  25,  1896 


TtUgramt:  " SAN1TAS  LONDON."  Registered  Trade  Mark:  " SANITAS." 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd. 

(O.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.O.S.,  Managing  Director), 

DISINFECTANT  MANUFACTURERS, 
Chemical  Manufacturers  &  Merchants, 

Analytical  Department  for  Disinfectants,  Waters,  Sheep  Dips,  and 
Sanitary  Preparations. 


*'  aanltas  "  Disinfectants  and 
Appliances. 

"  Sanitas-Eueaiyptus  "  Pre- 
parations, &e. 

"  Creoeide  "  and  Carcolie  Dis- 
infectants. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate 
Pellets. 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen  (Patent 

Preserved). 


Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles 

(Patent). 

Chloride  of  Zinc  (Any  Gravity). 

Eucalyptus  Oils  (Own  Importa- 
tion). 

Drain  Testers. 

Sheep  Dips. 

Weed  Destroyer. 

Moth  Paper. 


And  all  kinds  of  DISINFECTANT  MATERIALS. 


City  Depot  :  29  QUEEN"  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.G. 
New  York  :  636  WEST  55th  STREET. 
Works:   BETHNAL   GREEN,  LONDON,  E. 

N.B. — Copyright  Book,  "  How  to  Disinfect"  sent  free. 


^.  MTTMPORDl 

FAHHINGDON   ROAD,  LONDON.  E.T  


No.  1  Finest  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

n/jk. 

16/c*, 

Finest  Pure 

STARCH  POWDER 

23/cf, 

No.  2  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1 'Finest  Lieht  Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

27/  cwt. 

CLEANElftlNSEED 

16/ewfc 

No.  2  Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

no  /  * 

£,%}/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

16/  cwt. 

"WHITE  EARTH" 

Specially  prepared,  for 
Toilet  purposes- 

19/  cwt. 

No  2  Pure          Ml  /  « 

FULLER'S  EARTH  I  |*J/cwt. 

Finest  P^e  Sifted 

|  TOILET  OATMEAL 

22/c*t 

5"  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  I 
Londoni  or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond.)  on  a  total  weight  j 
of  112  lbB.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  ae 
livered  free  on  rail  London  ai  above  prices. 


"  Well  charged  with  gas,  and 
in  every  respect  of  the  very 
best  quality  for  drinking." — 
Percy  F.  Fhankland,  B.Sc, 
F.C.S. 


ELLIS'S 
TABLE 
WATERS 


"  Typically  Perfect. 
— Medical  Press. 


Sole  Address —    -  [1] 

R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square 


Howards'  Seidlitz  Powder. 
English  Tartaric  Acid. 
Sand-weighed. 


HORA'S 
P.B.  SEIDLITZ 
POWDERS. 


Perfectly  folded. 

4/6per  Gross. 


■VWWWWWvWVW 

47  MINORIES,  LONDON. 


WHAT  "The  Chemist 
u   and  Druggist" 


NEW  VINOLIA 

PRICE  LIST. 

"  The  originators  and  proprie- 
tors of  Viuolia  preparations  pro- 
vide ub  with  the  most  admirably 
printed  price  list  which  has  ever 
come  "out  of  their  factory.  The 
design  of  the  cover  of  the  list 
is  copyright,  and  is  an  example 
o  f  the  impressionist  school  of 
design  "which  has  so  effectively 
awakened  art  to  the  possibilities 
of  colour  printing." 


BLONDE  AU  et  GIE. 

Maiden  Crescent,  London,  JV.  TP". 


Vmom 


fMJLUONS  OF 
ROSES  ARE 
USED  IN  THE 
WAHUFAC'S 

VINOLIA 
SOAP 


ft 


ROLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE  OIL. 

"  The  Lancet,"  June  8,  1895. 

"  It  is  now  known  that  Cod-liver  Oil  can  be  prepared  not  only  free  from 
objectionable  taste,  but  also  from  the  tendency  to  cause  un- 
pleasant eructations  The  first  improvement  was  effected  on 

the  introduction  of  PETER  MOLLER'S  PROCESS,  which,  when 
properly  carried  out,  produces  an  oil  free  from  repulsive  taste,  but  still 
not  from  the  tendency  to  set  up  irritation  in  the  stomach  with 

eructation  as  a  sequel  The  latter  very  disagreeable  property 

has  been  removed  by  MOLLER'S  NEW  PROCESS." 

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to — 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES  —43    SNOW    HILL.  E.C. 


■Write  for  Showcards  and  Cash  Price  List. 
STOCKED  BY  ALL  WHOLESALE  HOUSES. 

F.  W.  BATES,  BROOKS'S  BAR,  MANCHESTER. 


A  BRIGHT 


SEE 

The  Chemist 

and  Druggist," 
THE    FRAGRANCE   OP  September  21,  1895. 

COMPRESSED  FLOWERS, 

A  Good  Line  foe  all  seasons. 

T.  HOWARD  LLOYD  &  CO., 

86  High  St.  &  Town  Hal l_La_ne,   |  | 


LEICESTER 


Retails  price,  4,'< 
Trade  Terms  :- 


per  bottle  ;  45/-  per  dozen. 


-Less  than  one  dozen,  40/=  Net. 
Cases  of  one  dozen,  36/-  Net. 
United  Kingdom: —Carriage  paid  on  th  ree  cases. 
For  Shipment :— Five  cases  f.o.b.  London. 
Sole  Proprietors — 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,   Holloway,  LONDON. 

THE    PROFITS    OF  SIMPLICITY. 

Chemists  and  druggists  are,  as  a  rule,  very  like  the  rest  of 
mankind,  even  in  regard  to  matters  upon  which  they  should 
be  specially  well  posted — gullible.  We  are  occasionally 
forced  to  smile  when  we  find  that  a  wonderful  arcanum 
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submitted  to  us  with  due  solemnity  owes  its  efficacy  to 
common  salt,  or  something  as  simple,  or  that  a  patent 
cleanser  comes  out  of  the  test  tubes  as  plain  washing-soda. 
But  these  things  are  almost  everyday  occurrences,  and  we 
daresay  they  have  been  sines  the  dawn  of  civilisation. 
There  is  no  department  of  life  in  which  what  is  said  of 
things  is  so  important  as  in  medicine ;  generally  it  i3  more 
than  half  the  cure,  in  some  cases  ail  of  it.  Yet  those  who 
sell  the  medicines  do  not  too  keenly  appreciate  the  truism, 
and  there  is  also  some  density  in  regard  to  notions  about  the 
composition  of  successful  specialities,  although  there  are 
proofs  all  around  us  that  it  is  the  simple  things,  yet 
efficacious,  which  succeed  in  the  race.  Perhaps  a  few 
examples  may  enforce  the  lesson. 

It  is  about  thirty  years  since  we  published  analyses  of 
popular  hair-restorers,  showing  that  articles  ranging  in  price 
from  3s.  6d.  to  6s.  contained  a  few  drachms  each  "of  sugar  of 
lead  and  sulphur  in  so  much  perfumed  water,  with  occasion- 
ally a  modicum  of  glycerine.  This  is  not  an  expose  which 
the  world  need  grieve  over :  whatever  the  ingredients  cost, 
the  lotions  do  their  duty,  have  been  doing  it  for  forty  years 
or  more,  and  will  go  on  doing  it.  The  manufacturers  will 
pocket  their  profits,  and  the  retailer  will  sigh  over'those  that 
are  lost  to  him,  and  try  to  recover  them  in  a  shilling  article. 
-There  seems  to  be  no  more  profitable  department  to  work 
upon  than  the  hair  and  complexion.  The  average  woman, 
and  for  that  matter  most  men  are  fond  of  the  gifts  that 
nature  has  given  them,  and  they  will  pay  liberally  to  preserve 
them.  Comparatively  few  druggists  take  that  into  account, 
but  they  are  perfectly  willing  to  sell  the  goods  of  those  who 
do — a  distinction  without  a  difference.  Thus  acting,  we 
have  found  them  selling  an  infallible  fluid  for  curling  the 
hair  at  2s  6d.  a  bottle,  which  was  6  oz.  of  aqua  calcis  ;  and 
we  have  to  inform  a  correspondent  to-day  that  a  dry  pre- 
paration for  the  same  purpose  is  a  mixture  of  powdered 
gum  and  carbonate  of  soda.  Both  are  perfectly  rational 
applications.  They  remove  from  the  hair  the  fat  which 
keeps  it  in  its  natural  condition,  and  assist  it  to  retain  for 
an  hour  or  two  longer  the  condition  which  fashion  dictates. 
There  is  the  secret  of  the  whole  trade  in  toilet- specialities : 
it  is  what  they  will  do,  not  what  they  are,  that  people  pay 
for.  Here  are  a  few  complexion-remedies  which  have  come 
to  us  with  high  reputes  told  to  chemists  by  customers  with 
personal  experience  : — A.  A  lotion  to  keep  the  skin  soft,  un- 
blemished, free  from  wrinkles  and  freckles,  contained  about 
3  dr.  each  of  glycerine'and  tr.  benz.  simp,  in  1  pint  of  water : 
sold  at  half-a-guinea  a  bottle.  B.  A  lotion  for  daily  appli- 
cation to  the  skin  by  yachting-ladies,  very  successful  at 
2s.  6d.  per  4-oz.  bottle ;  this  was  glycerine  and  rosewater, 
with  a  trace  of  orange- flower.  C.  The  type  of  many  popular 
skin-lotions,  a  solution  of  mercuric  chloride  in  perfumed 
water,  sometimes  with  glycerine  or  spirit,  which  are  both 
very  nice  for  the  skin.  Chemists'  own  skin-preparations  are 
rarely  so  simple  as  these.  We  jtake  almonds  and  blanch 
them,  beat  them  up  with  spermaceti  and  wax,  or  cold  cream, 
emulsify  according  to  traditional  methods,  and  Lif  we  do 
not  add  glycerine  we  find  that  we  have  a  preparation  which 
very  closely  resembles  a  product  obtained  far  more  cheaply 
at  2d.  a  pint  from  the  milkman  ;  if  we  do  add  glycerine,  is 
the  lotion  not  the  familiar  household  article  disguised  ?  Yet 
we  convince  ourselves  that  respectability  lies  in  complexity, 
and  rather  abhor  the  man  who  makes  for  a  trifle  a  thing  that 
does  the  work  as  well,  and  charges  a  popular— i.e.,  a  high — 
price  for  it. 

The  toilet  department  is  not  the  only  one  in  which  simpli- 
city rules  with  success  ;  indeed,  we  are  inclined  to  give  as 
much  credit  for  perspicuity  to  the  struggling  retailer  in  the 
working-class  district  as  to  his  frock-coated  analogue  in  the 


West-end.  He  has  to  confine  himself  to  one-penny  and  two- 
penny things,  and  to  say  so  little  about  them  that  they  must 
have  merit,  otherwise  they  fail.  So  the  7-gr.  acetanilide 
powder,  variously  disguised,  has  become  the  universal  head- 
ache and  neuralgia  cure;  feverish  babies  are  calmed  and 
cooled  with  a  grain  or  two  of  potassium  chlorate,  mixed 
with  a  little  liquorice-powder ;  the  popular  pink  powder  owes 
its  efficacy  to  its  grain  of  calomel;  headache- snuff  is 
carbonate  of  soda  with  a  pinch  of  salt ;  and  the  "  nit-powder  " 
is  more  often  than  not  borax  pure  and  simple.  Higher 
flights  are  coloured  carbolic  oil  for  the  last- mentioned 
purpose,  and  solution  of  sal-ammoniac  with  a  bitter  for 
neuralgia;  but  to  mention  the  many  common  remedies 
which  have  become  successful  specialities  would  be  to  write 
an  article  as  long  as  our  trade-report.  Another  department 
of  the  chemist's  retail  is  just  as  fruitful  of  examples  of 
simplicity.  A  few  years  ago  solid  paraffin  was  all  the  rage 
as  a  laundry  adjunct,  and  some  people  made  money  by  it ; 
but  an  ingenious  man  deducted  from  "  lightning  cleanser  " 
its  ether,  turpentine,  and  alcohol,  leaving  it  liquid  ammonia 
with  a  little  soap  and  perfume  in  it,  and  that  killed  paraffin 
and  put  several  people  on  the  high  road  to  fortune.  Borax 
has  given  us  glossy  linen  for  years,  and  has  proved  much 
better  than  stirring  the  starch  with  a  wax  candle ;  but  now  a 
clever  fellow  has  put  a  mixture  of  powdered  soap  and  talc 
on  the  market,  and  he  has  a  host  of  imitators.  These  suc- 
cessful ventures  show  how  needful  are  courage  and  faith  in 
the  retail  trade.  The  majority  of  chemists  hesitate  to  push 
a  simple  thing  which  they  know  to  be  good  for  a  specific 
purpose,  because  it  is  so  simple.  They  fear  being  found  out. 
While  they  hesitate  a  bolder  man  makes  the  venture, 
knowing  that,  allowing  for  finding  out,  it  is  the  first  in  the 
field  who  gets  the  cream,  in  spite  of  imitators,  and  that  he 
will  keep  the  field  amidst  hosts  of  competitors. 


IS    THE  CAMPHOR-MARKET 
BREAKING   DQWN  ? 

Another  penny -a-pound  reduction  in  the  price  of  camphor 
was  declared  on  Monday  by  the  English  refiners.  This 
lowers  the  quotation  for  bells  ;in  20-cwt.  lots  to  Is.  lOd.  per 
lb.,  and  is  the  third  drop  within  a  month,  the  first  having 
been  declared  by  the  English  refiners  on  March  30,  when 
half-ton  lots  were  lowered  from  2s.  Zhd.  to  2s.  l\d.  per  lb. 
Such  a  persistent  wasting-away  of  the  quotations  on  the 
verge  of  the  chief  consuming-season  is  well  calculated  to 
fill  the  holders  of  stock  with  alarm,  and  make  them  doubt 
whether  a  general  breakdown,  which  may  reduce  the  price 
to  about  half  its  present  figure,  be  not  impending.  One 
is  often  and  complacently  told  that  manufactured  chemi- 
cals, such  as  morphia,  quinine,  and  refined  camphor,  are  nowa- 
days connected  only  with  the  slenderest  of  threads  to  the 
commercial  movements  of  their  parent-articles.  We  should 
hesitate  to  affirm  that  the  assertion  is  true  in  any  case  ;  it 
certainly  is  not  in  that  of  camphor.  The  whole  situation  of 
that  important  drug  during  the  past  twelve  months  has 
turned  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  "  Syndicate  "  which  was 
formed  about  a  twelvemonth  ago,  and  of  which  we  revealed 
the  names  and  the  policy  in  May,  1895.  At  the  beginning 
of  that  year,  before  the  Syndicate  had  entered  the  market, 
crude  camphor — Formosa  camphor — was  offered  freely  at 
19s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms,  and  although  in  March  and 
April,  ostensibly  owing  to  the  annexation  of  the  Island 
of  Formosa  by  Japan,  there  was  a  slight  upward  movement, 
that  ripple  would  no  doubt  have  died  a  natural  death  within 
a  few  weeks  had  there  not  appeared  upon  the  scene  a  pro- 
minent firm  of  London  drug-brokers  who  began  to  buy  up,  on 
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account  of  three  capitalists  not  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  drug-trade,  every  parcel  of  camphor  upon  which  they 
could  lay  hands.  The  operations  of  the  Syndicate  during 
the  ten  or  eleven  months  of  its  existence  have  naturally  been 
conducted  with  much  secrecy,  but  occasional  glimpses  of 
light  have  been  thrown  upon  its  doings,  from  which  it  is 
believed  that  the  three  operators  have  bought  among  them 
about  40,000  packages  of  crude  camphor,  at  an  average  cost 
of  about  130s.  per  cwt.  Under  the  influence  of  the  Syndicate- 
purchases  crude  Formosa  camphor  (now  the  leading  variety) 
rapidly  rose  from  115*.  per  cwt.  spot  in  April  to  207*.  Qd. 
spot  in  September.  Then  came  a  turn.  The  Syndicate  may 
have  become  tired  of  buying,  or  its  policy  may  have 
been  changed,  but  the  sudden  sallies  of  the  broker  into  the 
Commercial  Sale  Rooms  and  his  periodical  raids  upon  daring 
counter-speculators  who  had  to  be  cornered  came  to  an  end, 
and  no  sooner  did  the  Syndicate  cease  to  buy  than  the 
market  commenced  to  droop.  Last  week  Formosa  camphor 
was  offerirjg  at  as  low  a  figure  as  130s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f., 
but  then  the  Syndicate  broker  once  more  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, and  supposed  purchases  on  his  part  to  the  extent  of 
about  3,000  piculs  once  more  caused  a  temporary  inflation. 
Now  the  broker  is  gone,  and  the  market  has  fallen  to  pieces 
with  him.  The  fact  seems  to  be  that  the  Syndicate  have 
grievously  miscalculated  (if  they  considered  at  all)  the 
available  supply  of  the  drug.  Within  the  past  four  or  five 
years  the  output  of  Formosa  camphor  has  been  quadrupled, 
and  it  is  now  tolerably  clear  that  the  Japanese  occupation 
of  the  island,  instead  of  diminishing,  has  greatly  stimulated 
the  production.  The  high  market-prices  caused  by  the 
operations  of  the  Syndicate  account  for  the  increased  pro- 
duction, and  as  the  buying  up  of  all  available  parcels  would 
be  a  task  exceeding  even  the  powers  of  the  three  great 
capitalists  who  form  the  inner  ring,  the  position  of  these 
gentlemen  to-day  is  an  extremely  awkward  one.  Under 
these  circumstances  we  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  report 
were  true  that  the  Syndicate  have  ceased  to  act  in 
unison;  that,  some  time  ago,  their  camphor-stock  was 
parcelled  out  among  the  members ;  and  that  one  of  them 
has,  by  this  time,  quietly  disposed  of  the  bulk,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  his  share,  while  the  others  still  hold  on.  The 
camphor-venture  will  probably,  in  the  end,  engulph  that 
portion  of  profits  on  the  copper- speculation  of  the  Syndicate 
which  remains  after  the  disastrous  failure  of  its  Zanzibar- 
clove  speculation,  and,  at  any  rate,  the  names  of  the  specu- 
lators will  live  in  the  drug-market  as  those  of  gentlemen 
who,  without  any  apparent  reason,  disturbed  the  course  of 
the  camphor-market  for  a  whole  year.  We  should  like  to 
know,  however,  who,  besides  the  brokers,  has  derived  a 
pennyworth  of  good  from  all  this  buying  and  selling.  Not 
the  Syndicate,  which  has  made  no  profit  collectively  from 
the  venture,  nor  the  refiners,  who,  besides  being  compelled 
to  buy  from  hand  to  mouth,  have  most  of  them  been  obliged 
to  sell  at  rates  that  cannot  have  been  very  profitable 
The  remaining  Syndicate  members  hold  between  them  an 
enormous  stock  of  crude  camphor  (which  is  an  undesirable 
article  to  keep  in  stock  anyhow,  because  it  loses  weight 
rapidly);  in  fact,  it  is  currently  believed  that  the  published 
London  drug-statistics  give  but  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the 
true  quantity  stored  at  various  warehouses  on  Syndicate 
account.  If  the  owners  openly  endeavour  to  realise  this 
supply  they  w.ll  certainly  knock  the  bottom  out  of  the 
market  altogether ;  if  they  continue  to  buy,  their  last  state 
may  be  worse  than  their  present  one,  for  they  must  then  be 
prepared  to  secure  quantities  that  would  tax  even  their 
huge  resources.  As  for  the  refiners,  they  have  to  cope  not 
only  with  second-band  holders,  who  are  pretty  well  supplied, 
but  one  of  their  own  fraterni  y,  who  is  among  the  largest 


continental  manufacturers,  is  apparently  competing  against 
them,  and  has  just  issued,  through  his  London  agents,  a 
circular  in  which,  after  quoting  bells  in  1  to  5  cwt.  lots  at 
Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  (the  other  refiners'  quotation  of  Is.  lOd. 
per  lb.  only  applies  to  10  to  20  cwt.  parcels),  he  gives  it  as 
his  opinion  that  it  is  pretty  safe  for  buyers  to  take  advantage 
of  the  present  state  of  the  market  to  lay  in  supplies  on  that 
basis.    To  that  view  we  should  be  very  loth  to  subscribe. 


THE    RISKS    OF    GIVING  A 
CHARACTER. 

A  case  was  tried  a  few  days  ago  in  the  Queen's  Banch 
Division,  before  Mr.  Justice  Cave  and  a  jury,  which  shows 
the  need  for  special  care  in  making  unfavourable  comments 
in  giving  "characters."  Messrs.  Bjwley  &  Son,  oil  and 
colour  merchants,  employed  one  Turner  as  their  traveller. 
They  paid  him  a  salary  of  31.  10s.  a  week,  and  a  commission 
if  his  sales  exceeded  1002.  a  week.  After  keeping  him  for 
three  years  the  firm  in  April,  1895,  told  him  he  was  not  doing 
sufficient  for  them  to  pay  him  31. 10s.  a  week  for  his  services, 
and  they  a3ked  him  to  resign.  Turner  went  for  five  months 
to  another  firm  in  the  same  way  of  business  as  Messrs. 
Bowley,  but  in  September  he  applied  to  the  Melanoca  Com- 
pany for  a  situation.  The  Melanoca  Company  wrote  to 
Messrs.  Bowley  on  September  14  the  following  letter: — 

Gentlemen, — Mr.  Tarner  has  applied  to  us  for  a  position  as  traveller,  and 
has  given  us  your  name  as  a  reference.  We  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour 
if  you  would  let  us  know  per  return  (in  confidence)  how  long  he  was  with 
yon,  why  he  lefc,  aid  whether  he  is  temperate  and  trustworthy,  and 
whether  yon  consider  him  a  g  )oi  traveller  and  sa'esman.  An  early  answer 
will  oblige. 

To  this  Mr.  Bowley  replied  :  — 

To  the  Manager,  Melanoca  Company. 
We  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  we  believe  t^e  person  named  in 
yours  to  be  thoroughly  trustworthy  and  temperate  ;  he  is  highly  respect- 
able. The  only  reason  we  parted  with  him  was  through  his  utter  inability 
to  do  business  for  us —in  fact,  he  allowed  the  connection  we  gave  him  to 
dwindle,  s)  that  we  had  no  other  alternative. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  Bowley  &  Son. 

Turner  alleged  that  this  letter  was  a  libel,  and  brought  an 
action  for  damages,  contending  that  the  defendants  had  been 
influenced  by  a  dishonest  motive  in  writing  the  letter.  The 
reason  of  the  falling-off  of  the  defendants'  trade  was  put 
down  by  the  plaintiff  to  too  high  prices  and  bad  delivery. 
Witnesses  gave  evidence  that  they  ceased  to  deal  with  the 
defendants  for  petroleum  because  their  prices  were  too  high. 
One  witness  gave  evidence  of  late  delivery  of  goods  by  the 
defendants.  It  was  argued  that  Messrs.  Bowley  had  been 
influenced  against  the  plaintiff  by  the  fact  that  he  had  gone 
to  their  customers  for  the  other  firm.  For  Messrs.  Bowley, 
however,  it  was  claimed  that  they  had  honestly  answered  a 
specific  question.  Mr.  Justice  Cave,  after  incidentally  com- 
menting on  the  conduct  of  the  Melanoca  Company  in  betray- 
ing confidence,  and  advising  other  persons  who  might  receive 
letters  from  them  asking  questions  in  confidence  to  burn 
them,  told  the  jury  that  the  question  for  them  was  not 
whether  the  character  given  by  Mr.  Bowley  was  true  or  false, 
but  whether  it  wa3  written  honestly,  in  the  honest  belief  it 
was  true,  or  dishonestly.  As  to  the  letter  itself,  it  was  a 
good  rule,  said  his  Lordship,  in  writing  a  letter  of  any  impor- 
tance, to  go  through  it  afterwards  and  strike  out  the  adjec- 
tives. In  this  case  the  letter  would  have  been  much  im- 
proved if  the  defendant  had  struck  out  the  adjective  "  utter ' 
before  "  inability."  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the 
plaiatiff— damages  501. 

We  do  not  make  any  comment  on  the  merits  of  this  case, 
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but  qnote  it  to  show  how  delicately  the  business  oE  giving 
written  characters  reads  to  be  dealt  with.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  give  dishonestly  a 
too  favourable  character.  In  such  a  case  the  writer  may 
find  himself  threatened  with  an  action  from  the  new 
employer  whom  he  may  have  deceived, 


BRITISH    TRADE    WITH  EGYPT. 

A  highly-interesting  report,  by  Mr.  Rennell  Rodd,  on 
the  condition  of  British  trade  in  Egypt  has  just  been 
published  by  the  Foreign  Office.  Lord  Cromer,  in  his  intro- 
duction to  the  report,  takes  an  optimistic  view  of  the  ability 
of  this  country  to  hold  her  own  in  the  Egyptian  maiket. 
He  thinks  that  there  is  no  valid  ground  for  the  adoption  of 
a  despondent  view,  but  adds  the  familiar  platitude  that  it 
"  behoves  British  traders  to  look  sharply,"  &o.  Mr.  Rennell 
Rodd's  review  covers  the  decennium  1886-95,  the  Egyptian 
statistics  preceding  that  period  having  been  too  unreliable 
to  serve  as  a  basis  of  comparison.  It  is  true  that  the  figures 
which  underlie  Mr.  Rodd's  report  are  by  no  means  perfect, 
but  they  seem  to  him  sufficiently  accurate  to  enable  him  to 
form  a  judgment  of  the  way  trade  is  trending.  The  first 
thing  that  strikes  us  about  these  Egyptian  trade  returns  is 
their  instability.  The  total  value  of  imports  into  Egypt 
from  abroad  has  ranged,  during  the  past  ten  years,  between 
E7,467,888Z.  and  E8,767;2332.  (the  Egyptian  pound  is  equal  to 
about  20*.  6d.~),  but  the  figures  do  not,  as  in  most  other 
countries,  rise  and  fall  in  regular  cadence.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  the  proportion  of  goods  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  and — ostensibly,  at  least — of  British  origin  is  not 
at  all  maintained  so  well  as  Lord  Cromer's  optimism  would 
lead  us  to  expect.  Here  are  the  figures  for  alternate 
yesr3 : — 


1887  - 

1889 

1891 

.1893 

1895 

Total  imports    . . 
OE    whioh  from 
United  Kingdom 
Equals    per  cent. 

£7,369,051 

£3,210,901 
40-8 

£6,748.919 

£2,536,767 
37'6 

£8,736,964 

£3.425.719 
39  3 

£3  294.558 

£2,853,121 
32-2 

£7.879,111 

£2  611.135 
.  33  5 

The  percentage-figures  are  not  in  the  official  report,  but 
we  have  worked  them  out  to  place  the  broad  result  in  clearer 
relief.  To  the  ordinary  statistician  it  would  seem  that 
traders  who  lose  one- fifth  of  their  business  in  the  course 
of  nine  years  are  very  much  in  need  of  "  looking  sharp  "  if 
they  want  to  have  anything  left  to  look  at.  Let  us  pass  to 
details:— In  1890  the  United  Kirjgdom  sent  to  E  ypt 
40,3662.  worth  of  hides  and  manufactured  leather.  Nest  to 
her  Austria,  France,  and  Turkey  were  the  chief  suppliers  of 
that  commodity;  Germany,  Italy,  and  Russia  sent  hardly 
anything.  Now  turn  to  the  statistics  for  1894.  Austria 
and  Turkey  stand  practically  where  they  did,  France  has 
lost  some  ground,  our  own  imports  have  fallen  to  31,8682. ; 
but  in  the  same  time  the  imports  of  this  class  of  goods 
from  Germany  have  grown  from  1,559c'.  to  3,958?.,  from  Italy 
from  1.386Z.  to  10.291Z.,  and  from  Russia  from  35'.  to  1,129,'. 
Clearly  our  Egyptian  leather-trade  is  nothing  to  boast  of. 
As  Mr.  Rodd  himself  observes:  "The  increase  of  German 
trade  in  this  category  is  very  marked,  but  (sic .')  it  is  a 
phenomenon  which  may  be  observed  in  every  category  with- 
out exception  through  the  quinquennial  period."  In  animal 
produce,  greases,  and  cereals,  it  is  true,  British  trade  ha3 
increased  or  held  its  own, 

The  section  relating  to  drugs  embraces  also  "colonial 
wares  "  generally,  which  renders  it  impossible  to  ascertain 
precisely  whether  British  drug- merchants  are  gaining  or 
losing  ground.  The  total  value  of  goods  imported  under 
this  head  in  1894  was  E392.487Z.,  of  which  by  far  the  greater 


part  came,  as  it  had  done  for  years,  from  Austria  (Trieste) 
and  from  Turkish  and  Red  Sea  ports.  These,  on  account  of 
their  geographical  position,  are  naturally  best  qualified  to 
supply  the  pharmaceutical  wants  of  Egypt.  The  articles 
imported  from  these  places  aie  presumably  either  crude 
wares  or  such  half-manufactured  goods  as  Britain  could 
under  no  circumstances  hope  to  supply,  but  there  is  reason 
to  suppose  that  a  large  portion  of  the  imports  from  Trieste 
are  German-grown  drugs.  So  far  as  the  United  Kingdom  is 
concerned,  the  value  of  her  exports  to  Egypt  in  this  cate- 
gory his  always  been  small ;  but  Mr.  Rodd's  statistics  show 
that  it  is  becoming  beautifully  less.  In  1890  it  was  E29.566Z., 
or  7  3  per  cent,  of  the  whole ;  in  1894,  E21.500Z.,  or  5  6  per 
cent.  In  the  same  period  the  direct  imports  from  Germany 
grew  from  E8472.  to  E2.226Z.,  and  those  from  Italy  from 
E1.004Z.  to  E2.517Z.  Thus  ill  is  told,  but  worse  remains 
behind.  Did  space  permit  we  would  quote  Mr.  Rodd's 
figures  relating  to  spirituous  liquors  and  oils,  to  earthenware 
and  glass,  and  to  textiles,  all  tailing  similar  tales.  It  is  but  a 
poor  set-  off  to  know  that  in  coal,  printed  matter,  paper,  and  one 
or  two  other  sections  we  are  maintaining  or  gaining  ground, 
especially  because  in  all  cases  where  there  is  an  increase  of 
British  imports  that  growth  is  due  to  a  general  increase  in 
consumption,  and  is  accompanied  by  an  advance,  at  least 
as  great  relatively,  in  the  exports  from  Germany  and  Italy. 
There  is  a  special  section  relating  to  chemical  products, 
medicines,  and  perfumery,  which  contains  some  interesting 
figures,  of  which  we  give  an  abstract  below : — 


Country  . . 

u 

>> 

<?. 

a 

93 

a 

Austria 

Belgium 

France 

Italy 

1890  .. 

£E 

22.532 

4.065 

18,857 

248 

24,866 

10,185 

1894  .. 

21,147 

5  206 

16,166 

4.877 

29,437 

12,452 

1890    . .       per  cent. 

124 

2  24 

136 

0-13 

12-7 

5-6 

1894    . . 

103 

2-53 

7-85 

2-37 

14-3 

6-0 

Absolute  lo?*  . . 

"£E 

1.335 

2.691 

Absolute  gain 

w 

1,141 

4,629 

4,571 

2,267 

The  percentage-calculations  are  ours.  The  serious  aspect  of 
these  figures  cannot  be  disguised.  If  matters  proceed  in  this 
way,  the  almost  total  extinction  of  our  export  trade  in  per- 
fumery and  medicines  to  Egypt  is  only  a  question  of  time. 
Yet  Mr.  Rodd  does  not  appear  to  realise  this,  for  all  he 
says  is  that  the  import  of  common  soap  from  Turkey  has 
diminished  owing  to  the  establishment  of  soap-works  in 
Egypt,  which  has  led  to  an  increased  demand  for  British 
chemicals,  and  that  "  English  patent  medicines  are  now 
imitated  in  Italy  and  imported  into  Egypt,  even  the  Govern- 
ment stamp  label  being  fraudulently  counterfeited."  To  this 
fraudulent  imitation  of  British  goods  much  of  the  decay  of 
our  Egyptian  export  trade  is  probably  due.  Elsewhere  Mr. 
Rodd  observes  that  pretended  English  pale  ale  made  in 
Belgium  and  Germany  is  imported  into  Egypt  with  falsified 
trade- labels,  that  "Sheffield  cutlery"  comes  from  Austria, 
and  that  hosiery  with  English  trade-marks  is  offered  by 
German  travellers.  Steps  are  now  being  taken  by  British 
houses,  as  we  have  lately  pointed  out,  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
swindling,  but  owing  to  the  defective  laws  of  the  country  it 
will  probably  never  be  crushed  out  completely.  At  any 
rate,  the  report  shows  that  the  nations  who  are  so  jealous 
of  our  occupation  of  Egypt  are  themselves,  commercially, 
greater  gainers  by  our  presence  there  than  we  are. 


THE    INCANDESCENT  GAS-LIGHT 
COMPANY. 

The  chemical  principles  involved  in  the  now  widely-used 
incandescent  gas-light  have  been  long  known,  but  their 
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practical  application  is  the  subject  of  modern  patents,  which 
have  recently  been  the  subject  of  a  lengthy  investigation  in 
the  High  Court.  The  patent  granted  to  Auer  von  Welsbach 
was  the  first  really: successful  attempt  tojtitilise  in  ordinary 
gas-lighting  the  well-known  property  of  the  oxides  of  certain 
metals  to  acquire  a  brilliant  incandescence  in  the  presence  of 
the  combustion  of  gases.  In  the  Welsbach  process  a  cotton 
fabric  is  first  impregnated  with  a  blend  of  oxides  of  lantha- 
num and  zirconium,  or  of  these  with  the  oxide  of  yttrium, 
and  then  ammoniated.  The  application  of  ammonia  hy- 
drates the  oxides,  and  the  fabric  becomes  perfectly  permeated 
with  the  metallic  oxides.  Subsequently  the  fabric,  which  has 
been  constructed  in  the  required  shape,  is  subjected  to  fire, 
which  consumes  the  cotton  and  leaves  the  oxides  in  an 
anhydrous  condition,  and  in  such  firmness  that  the  "mantle,' 
as  it  is  termed,  will  retain  its  shape,  and  may  then  be  used 
in  a  gas-burner,  with  the  brilliant  result  we  are  all  by  this 
time  familiar  with. 

Naturally  variations  of  this  important  invention  have 
followed  it,  and  the  Incandescent  Gas-light  Company  lately 
brought  actions  for  infringements  against  two  rival  companies 
Judgment  in  both  cases  was  given  by  Mr.  Justice  Wills  on 
Saturday  last.  In  one  case  the  pioneer  company  succeede  d 
in  the  other  instance  it  failed.  The  De  Mare  Company 
proposed  to  make  a  plume  instead  of  a  hood.  They  used  a 
combination  of  oxides  of  zirconium,  yttrium,  and  magnesium 
to  impregnate  it,  and  they  avoided  the  ammoniation.  M  r 
Justice  Wills  considered  that  these  variations  all  came 
within  Welsbach's  specification.  The  patent  to  be  worked 
by  the  Sunlight  Incandescent  Gas-lamp  Company  was  one 
granted  to  a  Mr.  Dellwik.  It  takes  the  idea  of  the  Welsbach 
skeleton  hood,  but  makes  it  of  about  50  to  60  per  cent,  of 
alumina,  about  30  per  cent,  of  zirconia,  and  then  coats  this 
with  a  thin  coating  of  oxide  of  chromium.  The  Judge  finds 
this  is  essentially  different  from  what  is  claimed  by  the 
Welsbach  specification.  The  combination  of  alumina,  or 
alumina  and  zirconia,  as  a  groundwork,  sprayed  or  saturated 
with  the  salt  of  an  illuminant  oxide  to  be  reduced  to  the 
oxide  on  putting  it  into  the  flame,  is  the  essential  novelty  in 
the  Dellwik  patent.  In  using  the  hoods,  Mr.  Justice  Wills 
considers  the  defendants  are  taking  a  very  valuable  process 
bodily  from  Welsbach  without  any  remuneration  ;  but  that, 
he  says,  is  the  necessary  fate  of  a  patentee  who  confines 
himself  to  claiming  the  aggregate  of  a  whole  string  of  pro- 
cesses of  which  this  is  one. 


THE   CITRONELLA-OIL.  CASE  IN 
COURT. 

Few  persons  in  the  drug -trade  knew  that  the  citronella-oil 
case  was  to  be  brought  before  Baron  Pollock  and  Mr.  Justice 
Day  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  on  Wednesday,  and  that 
circumstance,  no  doubt,  accounts  for  the  absence  from  the 
court,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  of  the  Mincing  Lane 
produce  brokers  and  merchants,  whose  interests  are  touched 
so  closely  by  the  general  features  and  the  broad  principle 
of  the  case.  It  would  have  done  good  to  some  of  the  gentle- 
men who  appear  so  much  attached  to  the  principle  (said 
to  have  been  held  by  the  late  Mr.  John  Bright)  that  adultera- 
tion is  only  a  form  of  competition  had  they  been  present  to 
hear  what  the  Judges  thought  about  that  view.  The  case,  of 
which  a  report  appears  in  our  Legal  section,  was  decided  in 
the  manner  which  from  the  beginning  has  been  urged  in 
this  journal  as  the  only  reasonable  one :  it  was  remitted  to 
the  arbitrators  for  reconsideration,  with  a  judicial  order 
that  they  must  take  into  account  the  question  of  description 
as  well  as  that  of  equality  to  sample ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Day, 


while  expressing  his  general  concurrence  with  Baron 
Pollock's  judgment  to  that  effect,  significantly  added  that, 
personally,  he  would  have  felt  inclined  to  set  the  award 
aside  altogether.  Mr.  Treatt,  the  defendant,  has  to  pay  the 
costs  of  the  proceedings. 

The  parcel  which  was  the  subject  of  judicial  inquiry  on 
Wednesday  was  the  third  one  purchased  by  Messrs. 
Domeier  &  Co.  from  Mr.  Treatt.  It  had  been  treated  in  a 
manner  resembling  the  first,  only  more  so,  and  a  touch  of 
artistic  blending  had  been  added  to  the  mixture  by  the 
addition  of  10  per  cent,  of  oil  of  lemon  to  the  55  per  cent,  of 
kerosene  and  35  per  cent,  of  citronella  oil  composing  the 
remainder.  Mr.  Chitty,  who  appeared  on  Mr.  Treatt's  side, 
tried  hard  to  bring  in  the  question  of  the  first  parcel,  on 
which  the  arbitrator's  award,  given  against  Messrs.  Domeier 
&  Co.,  had  been  accepted  by  that  firm,  but  it  was  rightly 
held  that  that  lot  was  to  be  considered  as  a  "  dead-and- 
gone  "  transaction.  Some  pleasantries,  not  unnatural  under 
the  circumstances,  were  made  at  the  expense  of  Mr. 
Domeier's  "  thirty-five-year-old  nose,"  for  that  gentleman,  in 
an  affidavit  read  in  court,  deposed  that  he  had  been  identified 
with  the  trade  for  thirty-five  years,  was  considered  one  of 
the  best  judges  of  essential  oils  in  the  world,  so  far  as  his 
sense  of  smell  was  concerned,  and  had  failed  to  detect,  by 
olfactory  examination,  any  impurity  in  the  citronella  oil 
now  in  dispute.  This  only  shows  the  necessity  of  applying 
tests  more  scientific  than  those  which  the  nasal  organ 
affords  to  the  examination  of  essential  oils.  A  little  cloud 
of  dust  was  also  raised  by  Mr.  Treatt's  counsel  on  the  ques- 
tion of  price.  Pore  citronella  oil,  that  gentleman  contended, 
was  selling  in  the  market  at  from  4s.  8d.  to  5s.  per  lb.  at  the 
time  when  Mr.  Domeier  paid  Is.  lOd.  per  lb.  for  the  parcel  in 
dispute.  The  higher  price  quoted  could  have  only  referred 
to  a  special  brand,  and  was  certainly  not  an  indication  of 
the  market  price  of  oil  such  as  that  contracted  for.  The 
question  of  price  will  not  confuse  the  arbitrators. 

When  we  first  commented  upon  the  citronella-oil  case,  in 
our  issue  of  February  29  last,  we  called  attention  to  the 
applicability  to  the  dispute  of  a  clause  in  the  Sale  of  Goods 
Act  of  1893,  providing  that  if  a  sale  be  by  description  as 
well  as  by  sample  the  bulk  of  the  goods  must  correspond 
with  the  description  as  well  as  with  the  sample.  We  com- 
mended this  section  to  the  consideration  of  the  arbitrators, 
and  were  laughed  at  for  our  pains  by  those  luminaries. 
Now  that  the  Judges  have  remitted  the  case,  partly  upon 
the  strength  of  that  very  same  clause,  the  arbitrators  may 
possibly  begin  to  grasp  the  fact  that  the  customs  and  pre- 
judices of  Mincing  Lane  are  not  the  alpha  and  omega  of 
commercial  law.  They  are  now  ordered  among  other  things 
to  say  whether  a  mixture  composed  according  to  the  formula 
— take  of  citronella  oil  3£  parts  by  weight,  add  5£  parts  of 
kerosene,  mix  (secundum  arteni),  and  flavour  with  1  part  of 
oil  of  lemon — constitutes  fair  merchantable  oil  of  citronella. 
If  they  answer  in  the  affirmative,  the  case  may  again  be 
carried  into  court  by  Mr.  Domeier ;  in  fact,  the  law  seems 
to  put  no  limit  upon  the  process  of  remission.  A  mistake 
in  accepting  or  rejecting  evidence,  however,  is  a  mistake  of 
law,  and  may  bring  about  the  setting  aside  of  the  award ; 
and  it  has  also  been  decided  that,  when  arbitrators  ob- 
stinately or  recklessly  reject  evidence  which  they  are  bound 
to  consider  according  to  the  contract  adjudicated  upon,  the 
award  may  be  set  aside. 

We  have  commented  repeatedly  upon  this  case  for  the  past 
two  months,  simply  because  the  Mincing  Lane  brokers 
award  appeared  to  us  to  strike  at  the  root  of  honest  trading. 
After  the  practical  admission  that  the  parcel  of  citronella 
oil  now  in  dispute  contained  oil  of  lemon  as  well  as  kero- 
sene, it  cannot  be  seriously  maintained  that  the  oil  was 
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imported  in  an  adulterated  state  from  the  producing- 
country,  for  the  natives  of  Ceylon  or  India  would  hardly 
have  had  resort  to  oil  of  lemon.  Hitherto,  in  the  face  of 
vigorous  and  ably-conducted  competition  from  abroad,  Eng- 
lish essential-oil  merchants  and  distillers  have  held  their 
own  mainly  on  account  of  the  reputation  of  their  oils  for 
excellence  of  quality,  and  we  think  it  of  vital  importance 
that  anything  which  might  diminish  the  reputation  of  this 
country  in  that  respect  should  be  guarded  against. 


EUCAINE  :  A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  COCAINE. 
The  Therapist  prints  a  translation  of  a  paper  by  Dr. 
Kiesel,  a  Berlin  dentist,  on  a  new  local  anassthetic,  which  is 
prepared  synthetically,  and  is  a  methyl  ester  of  benzoyloxy- 
piperidine  carboxylic  acid,  its  empirical  composition  being 
C19H„/N04,  while  cocaine  is  C,;H.,,N04.  Eacaine  is  employed 
like  cocaine  as  a  hypodermic  solution  of  the  hydrochloride, 
and  it  is  claimed  not  to  affect  the  heart,  to  produce  more 
extensive  anresthesia  than  cocaine,  and  to  be  practically  non- 
poisonous.  Dr.  Kiesel  is  delighted  with  the  results  which 
he  has  had  with  it  in  teeth-extraction,  and  he  has  also  used 
it  in  place  of  cocaine  in  compounding  arsenic  dressings  with 
equally  satisfactory  results.  We  hear  that  it  is  being  tried 
in  London,  but  the  agents  of  the  makers  are  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  supply  the  remedy. 

WONDERS  WILL  NEVER  CEASE. 
Professor  Davis,  of  Parkersburg,  has  reported  to  the 
American  Chemical  Society  that  while  he  was  engaged  in 
soldering,  with  three  bottles  of  chemicals  before  him,  he  held 
in  one  hand  a  fourth  bottle,  and  in  the  other  a  file.  By 
accident  he  held  the  file  between  the  bottle  in  his  hand  and 
the  three  bottles  on  the  table,  and,  much  to  his  surprise,  only 
the  ends  of  the  file  were  visible.  A  number  of  other  objects, 
including  the  hand,  were  tried,  all  appearing  transparent. 
He  then  put  the  bottles  in  two  boxes  with  steel  plates 
between  the  three  bottles,  and  by  a  crank  arrangement  shook 
the  contents  of  the  fourth  bottle.  This  agitation  made  a 
metal  plate  inside  the  small  box  transparent.  There  is 
another  box  arrangement,  which  we  cannot  understand  as  it 
is  explained  in  a  newspaper,  for  it  is  from  the  Echo  we  get 
these  particulars ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  by  juggling  these 
bottles  with  the  nameless  contents  Professor  Davis  can  lick 
Professor  Kontgen,  not  to  mention  creation. 

A  DANGER  OF  ACETYLENE. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Acadmy  of  Sciences  on  Monday,  M. 
Grehaut  submitted  particulars  of  experiments  which  he  has 
carried  out  with  acetylene,  intended  to  show  how  it  behaves 
when  mixed  with  air.  The  experiments  were  similar  in 
nature  to  those  which  Professor  Clowes,  of  Nottingham, 
reported  upon  to  the  Chemical  Society  at  the  end  of  last 
year,  and  they  show  that  when  a  mixture  of  one  volume  of 
acetylene  and  nine  volumes  of  air  is  ignited  the  combustion 
takes  place  with  explosive  force.  M.  Grehaut  warned  the 
Academy  that  when  acetylene  is  mixed  with  air  it  must  be 
regarded  as  very  dangerous.  We  may  add  that  we  are  not 
surprised  to  hear  this.  Some  of  the  carbides  are  amongst 
the  most  explosive  substances  known,  and,  as  they  are  essen- 
tially acetylene  derivatives,  it  seems  but  natural  that  under 
certain  conditions  acetylene  itself  will  also  explode.  It  does 
not  appear,  however,  that  acetylene  is  more  explosive  than 
coal-gas,  for  M.  Grehaut  gives  only  one  figure,  and  not  the 
limits  of  explosion  which  really  determine  the  danger  of 
a  gas  when  mixed  with  air. 

SEEING  THROUGH  THINGS. 
Eontgenography  is  making  headway.    Professor  J.  J. 
Thomson,  of  Cambridge,  has  already  shown  that  the  arrays 


are  to  some  extent  capable  of  reflection.  When  he  made 
this  known,  he  suggested  that  the  leakage  of  electricity, 
which  is  also  observed  when  the  rays  pass  through  non- 
conductors, is  due  to  a  kind  of  electrolysis.  Professor  Percy 
F.  Frankland  has  tried  if  this  is  so,  and,  in  an  interesting 
note  communicated  to  Nature,  states  that  he  has  passed  the 
rays  through  the  tubs  of  a  polariscope  containing  ethylic 
dibenzjylglycerate  and  rnethylic  acetylglycerate,  and  he 
observed  no  change  whatever  in  the  optical  rotation,  which 
there  would  have  been  had  the  liquids  been  electrolysed — 
i.e.,  ionised.  Prof essor  Frankland  states  that  he  has  roughly 
tested  the  relative  opacity  of  a  number  of  organic  com- 
pounds to  the  rays,  and  finds  that  out  of  nearly  forty 
organic  compounds  belonging  to  both  the  fatty  and  the 
aromatic  series,  the  only  ones  exhibiting  any  marked  opacity 
contained  iodine,  bromine,  or  chlorine,  the  iodine  compounds 
being  the  most  and  the  chlorine  compounds  the  least  opaque. 
In  another  department  of  the  study,  the  Lancet  reports  a 
development  in  the  photographic  process,  which  promises  to 
be  of  great  imporcance  in  regard  to  its  application  to 
medicine.  The  improvement  consists  essentially  in  placing 
the  negative  (film  side)  upon  powdered  fluor-spar,  whereby 
a  few  seconds'  exposure  suffices  for  a  good  plate. 

AN  ANATOMICAL  PROFESSOR'S  IDEA  OF  PHARMACY. 
A  "  Guide  for  Medical  Students,"  by  the  Eegistrar  and 
Professor  of  Anatomy  of  the  Catholic  University  School  oi 
Medicine,  Dublin  (known  locally  as  the  Cecilia  Street  School), 
a  new  edition  of  which  has  just  come  before  us,  contains 
some  curious  statements  respecting  the  acquirement  of 
pharmaceutical  knowledge.  The  little  book  is  written  "  more 
especially  for  those  about  to  commence  their  medical 
studies,"  and  we  are  bound  to  say  that  it  is  exceedingly  well 
compiled  and  generally  useful  to  medical  aspirants.  It  is, 
therefore,  the  more  to  be  regretted  that  the  author  should 
exhibit  such  an  animus  against  pharmaceutical  training  as 
appears  in  several  of  his  paragraphs.  The  large  number  of 
medical  men  of  the  highest  standing  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  who  are  well  known  to  have  commenced  their 
career  in  a  chemist's  or  an  apothecary's  shop  would  hardly 
endorse  the  statements  that  such  apprenticeship  is  "  little 
more  than  a  waste  of  time  3 ;  that  "  the  method  of  com- 
pounding is  a  trifling  matter  for  an  ordinary  medical  man  "  ; 
or  that  "  it  is  folly  wasting  several  months  in  a  chemist's 
shop  to  pick  up  what  can  be  learnt  later  in  one  tenth  of  the 
time";  that  is  to  say,  by  attending  a  course  comprising 
sixty-five  hours  spread  over  a  session  of  a  little  more  than 
two  months  in  the  Cecilia  Street  School,  where,  the 
"  Guide  "  states,  "  the  members  of  the  class  make  for  them- 
selves the  various  preparations  of  the  Pharmaccepia  "  (sic) — 
black  draughts,  perhaps — and,  if  they  survive,  they  may 
have  the  proud  satisfaction,  at  the  end  of  such  a  course,  of 
feeling  that  they  know  about  as  much  of  the  subject  as 
many  "  ordinary  medical  men." 

SIR  B.  W.  RICHARDSON  ON  ANESTHETICS. 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Anaesthetics  Sir 
Benjamin  Ward  Richardson  addressed  the  members  on  "  the 
next  great  advance  in  anassthesia."  He  is  strongly  of  opinion 
that  the  real  danger  of  chloroform  lies  in  the  chlorine  atoms 
in  the  molecule.  Methylene  bichloride  is  not  so  dangerous 
because  it  contains  one  atom  less  of  chlorine,  but  the  point 
to  aim  at  is  to  get  rid  of  the  chlorine  entirely,  and  he  believes 
the  ideal  anaesthetic  is  rnethylic  ether  (CH3  O.CH3).  This 
body  is  unfortunately  a  gas,  but  it  has  remarkable  properties. 
It  is  almost  thirty  years  since  Sir  Benjamin  first  reported  on 
it,  and  his  opinion  of  it  is  still  high.  Patients  who  inhale 
the  rnethylic  ether  are  quite  insensible  to  pain,  but  so 
conscious  that  they  are  able  to  obey  every  request  asked  of 
them,  and  are  mentally  active.  One  patient  who  sat  for  the 
extraction  of  two  teeth  selected  the  tooth  to  be  first  extracted, 
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putting  her  finger  to  it,  and  afterwards  rearranging  her 
position  for  the  second  removal.  Tj  the  looker-on  it  seemed 
as  though  no  change  in  her  life  had  occurred,  yet  she 
affirmed  that  she  was  sensible  of  no  pain  whatever.  It  seems 
to  us  that  so  valuable  an  ansesthetic  should  have  a  fair  trial, 
and  as  it  liquefies  practically  about  at  the  same  temperature  as 
methylic  chloride,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  methylic  ether 
should  not  be  supplied  in  similar  style  to  the  chloride. 

A  MEDICAL  APPEAL  TO  CHEMISTS. 
We  have  received  a  lit  lographed  letter  from  the  treasurer 
of  the  Royal  Medical  Benevolent  College,  Epsom  (Dr. 
Constantine  Holman),  specially  addressed  to  pharmacists,  in 
the  form  of  an  appeal  for  subscriptions.  Dr.  Holman's  cause 
is  so  good  a  one  that  we  are  sure  all  generous-hearted  phar- 
macists will  sympathise  with  it,  and  some  of  the  wealthy 
ones  may  contribute;  but  we  are  bound  to  say  that  the 
apology  he  gives  for  thus  attempting  to  enlist  their  aid  is 
rather  far-fetched.  "  The  relations  of  the  Pharmaceuticals 
(sic)  and  the  Practitioners  of  Medicine  have  become  much 
closer  of  late  years,"  he  says — a  statement  which  at  least 
needs  proving.  Dr.  Holman's  evidence  of  this  growing  unity 
is  the  increased  number  of  medical  men,  who,  he  says,  pre- 
scribe through  chemists.  In  consequence  of  the  advance  in 
the  education  of  pharmacists,  "  the  busy  practitioner  has 
now  every  confidence  in  the  purity  of  the  drugs  supplied,  and 
in  the  loyal  accuracy  of  the  prescriptions  dispensed."  We 
should  be  glad  to  believe  that  doctors  are  thus  manifesting 
their  appreciation  of  the  advanced  education  of  pharmacists, 
but  we  fear  there  is  not  much  ground  for  that  faith.  The 
institution  for  which  Dr.  Holman  appeals,  provides  annuities 
for  fifty  aged  pensioners  from  the  medical  profession,  and 
also  maintains  and  educates  fifty  necessitous  orphans  or  sons 
of  medical  men.  These  works  involve  an  expense  of  nearly 
6,0002.  per  annum,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  money  is  well  spent.  On  this  ground  the  appeal  is,  no 
doubt,  well  founded ;  but  the  alleged  increase  of  goodwill 
from  doctors  to  chemists  in  the  matter  of  dispensing  must  be 
set  down,  we  fear,  only  to  the  exuberance  of  amiability  in 
Dr.  Holman's  own  heart. 


flew  Companies  an&  Company 


Jambs  Crichton  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,0002.,  in 
II.  shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  James 
Crichton  for  the  acquisition  of  the  business  carried  on  by 
him  at  39  White  Post  Lane,  Hackney  Wick,  N.E.,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  fat  and  tallow  melters,  tripe 
dressers,  soap  and  candle  makers,  manufacturers  of  manure, 
chemicals,  paint,  dyes,  varnish,  glycerine,  grease,  gum,  &c, 
chemists,  druggists,  &c.  The  first  directors  are : — James 
Crichton  (Managing  Director  with  22.  10s.  per  week), 
Richard  C.  Goodman  and  Win.  H.  Kallend. 

B.  Waterhouse  (Limited).— Capital  2,0002.,  in  52. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  and  take  over  the  business 
carried  on  by  Benjamin  Waterhouse,  wholesale  druggist,  of 
30  Sheffield  Moor,  Sheffield,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colourmen,  manufac- 
turers of  Lockwood's  American  Hair  Restorer,  drug,  dyeware, 
paint  and  colour  grinders,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in 
proprietary  articles  of  all  kinds,  &c.  The  first  subscribers 
(each  with  one  shares)  are  : — Benjamin  Waterhouse,  whole- 
sale druggist,  Mrs.  Ada  Waterhouse,  183  Cemetery  Road, 
Sheffield ;  Arthur  Fallding,  Harry  B  Fallding,  252  Langsett 
Road,  Sheffield,  chemists ;  Arthur  Smeedon,  11  Oxford  Road, 
Sheffield,  manufacturer;  George  E.  Web3ter,  5  Laopold 
Street,  Sheffield,  solicitor;  Edwin  By  water,  St.  Barnabas 
Road,  Sheffield,  gentleman.  Registered  withont  artisles  of 
association. 


Portable  Food  Company  (Limcted).— Capital  15  0002., 
in  11.  shares  (of  which  5,000  are  Preference).  Objects :  To 
enter  into  an  agreement  with  A.  C.  Clark,  11  Newcastle 
Street,  Strand,  London,  W.C ,  gentleman,  and  to  acquire, 
develop,  turn  to  account,  and  deal  with  a  secret  process  for 
the  preparation  and  preservation  of  portable  desiccated  and 
compressed  soups,  vegetables,  meat,  fruits,  SiZ.  The  first 
directors  are  J  B.  G.  Le3ter  and  Dr.  R.  A.  Barker.  Regis- 
tered office,  18  Eldon  Street,  London,  E  C. 

Wortley,  Cane  &  Co.  (Limited).  —  Capital  5.000Z., 
ia  52.  shares.  ODjects:  To  enter  into  agreements  (1)  with 
the  Wandsworth  Chemical  Works  (Limited),  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  business  carried  on  by  them  at  Wandsworth, 
(2)  with  E.  W.  Rowsell  and  Charles  Stansfeld  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  business  carried  on  by  them  as  "  Wortley, 
Cane  &  Co.,"  at  Clifford  Street  Works,  Manchester,  and  (3) 
with  C.  H.  L.  Cazalet,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in 
agricultural  and  chemical  pruduce.  The  first  directors  are : 
— Clement  H.  L.  Cazalet,  E bene zer  W.  Rowsell,  and  Charles 
Stansfeld.  Registered  office,  The  Causeway,  Wandsworth, 
London,  S.W. 

Wilton  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  5,0002.,  in  12.  shares 
Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  Maria  Taylor  for 
the  acquisition  of  the  business  of  a  manufacturer  of  and 
dealer  in  the  proprietary  article  known  as  "  Golden  Nugget 
Ointment,"  carried  on  in  the  city  of  Manchester,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  and  manufac- 
turers of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  and 
other  preparations.  The  first  directors  are : — Harry  V. 
Eilvert,  and  Nicholas  Kilvert,  lard  refiners,  of  Mark  Lane, 
Manchester ;  Charles  A.  McKerrow,  analytical  chemist,  of 
18  Exchange  Street,  Manchester ;  and  Thomas  Taylor,  gen- 
tleman, of  Seymour  Grove,  Old  Trafford,  Manchester, 
Registered  office,  Kilverts'  Buildings,  17  Withy  Grove, 
Manchester, 

Gallow  Hill  Glue  and  Chemical  Company 
(Limited). — Capital  25,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects:  To 
purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going  concern, 
and  carry  on  the  business  of  glue  and  chemical  manufac- 
turers carried  on  by  Samuel  Symington  and  John  Smith 
under  the  style  or  firm  of  "The  Gallow  Hill  Glue  and 
Chemical  Company,"  at  Gallow  Hill,  Great  Bowdon,  in  the 
county  of  Leicester,  and  to  enter  into  agreements  with  the 
said  Samuel  Symington  and  with  Richard  England.  The 
first  directors  are: — Samuel  Symington,  Brooklands,  Market 
Harborough,  chemical-merchant ;  Richard  England,  36  Mark 
Lane,  London,  E.C.,  chemical- manufacturer ;  James  E. 
Wilson,  Airton,  Wood  Green,  London,  N.,  chartered  ac- 
countant ;  and  Richard  D.  England,  36  Mark  Lane,  London, 
E  C,  chemical-manufacturer.  Registered  office,  36  Mark 
Lane,  London,  E.G. 


More  Company  Stores. — The  report  of  the  directors  of 
Messrs.  J.  R.  Roberts  (Limited),  of  the  Broadway,  Stratford, 
states  that  about  eleven  thousand  square  feet  of  new  freehold 
has  been  acquired  and  property  erected  thereon,  part  of  the 
new  premises  being  specially  designed  for  carrying  on  a 
department  for  the  sale  of  drugs,  &c. 

Russian  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited) — An  extraordinary 
general  meeting  was  held  on  April  21,  at  Winchester  House, 
to  consider  a  resolution  for  winding  up  the  company.  Mr. 
W.  Bird  presided.  Mr.  Wingrove,  the  manager  of  Spratt's 
Patent  (Limited),  explained  the  position  of  affairs.  It  ap- 
peared that  formerly  the  Russian  Company  had  Government 
contracts  for  biscuits,  but  that  since  the  death  of  the  late 
Tsar,  and  the  change  of  officials  resulting  therefrom,  a  new 
head  of  the  Council  of  War  was  appointed,  who  had  not 
given  out  any  orders  for  biscuits.  Shareholders  severely 
criticised  the  management  of  the  Russian  Company,  which, 
it  appeared,  owed  in  England  9,1232.,  and  in  Russia  1,4882. 
The  Chairman  stated  that  the  advance  made  by  Spratt's 
Patent  (Limited)  to  this  company  was  made  on  the  security 
of  the  uncalled  capital.  As  full  provision  had  first  to  be 
made  in  respect  of  the  debentures,  salaries,  and  other 
charges,  he  was  afraid  there  would  not  be  much  left  with 
which  to  repay  the  loan.  Ultimately  a  resolution  for  wind- 
ing up  the  company  voluntarily,  and  appointing  Mr.  Thomas 
Sonthcott  as  liquidator,  was  agreed  to. 
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Estimation  of  Citral  in  #il  of  'Xtxaim* 

By  Henry  Garxett,  F.C.S.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


IN  the  introductory  part  of  this  paper  the  specific  gravity, 
optical  rotation,  and  fractional  distillation  were  dealt 
with,  each  of  which  may  in  itself  be  a  good  thiDg  to  know, 
but  is  practically  useless  as  indicating  the  quality  of  the  oil. 
It  is  by  a  determination  of  the  chemical  constituents  that  the 
real  value  of  the  oil  may  be  judged.  Of  these,  citral  has 
been  shown  to  be  the  most  valuable,  if  not  the  only  valuable, 
part  of  the  oil ;  and  it  is  associated  with  limonene,  C10H,6, 
which  forms  the  bulk  of  the  oil.  Pure  limonene,  freed  from 
citral  and  twice  or  thrice  distilled,  and  boiling  within  very 
narrow  limits,  still  retains  an  agreeable  lemonlike  odour,  and 
it  is  certain  that  a  solution  of  pure  citral  in  alcohol  fails  to 
entirely  recall  the  aroma  of  fresh  lemon. 

Citral  has  the  formula  C10H,6O,  or  C9H15.CHO  ;  it  has  a 
specific  gravity  at  15°  C.  of  about  0  899,  and  if  quite  pure  is 
optically  inactive.  Its  boiling-point  at  normal  pressure  is 
about  224°  to  228°  C,  but  it  probably  undergoes  slight 
decomposition  at  this  temperature,  though  it  may  be  dis- 
tilled unchanged  in  a  vacuum.  Semmler  has  ascertained  f 
that  this  aldehyde  is  identical  with  that  resulting  from  the 
oxidation  with  chromic  acid  of  the  alcohol  geraniol,  C10HlsO, 
one  of  the  principal  constituents  of  the  oils  of  pelargonium 
(French  geranium)  and  Indian  geranium.  Citral  can  also 
be  obtained  by  the  oxidation  of  the  isomeric  alcohol  linalool, 
the  chief  constituent  of  bergamot  and  lavender  oils. 

Hitherto  there  has  been  no  reliable  process  published  for 
the  estimation  of  citral  in  lemon  oil.  It  is  true  that  certain 
analysts  are  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  reports  showing  a 
definite,  stated  percentage  of  citral  in  the  oil  examined,  but 
no  indication  has  yet  been  given  of  the  process  by  which 
such  figures  have  been  obtained.  This  is  to  be  regretted, 
as  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  workable  method  of  determining 
the  citral  quantitatively  has  recently  become  a  desidera- 
tum. As  Schimmel  &  Co.  state  %  "  We  repeatedly  emphasised 
the  necessity  of  a  quantitative  estimation  of  citral  as  the 
sole  reliable  criterion  of  the  value  of  lemon  oil."  In  common 
with  other  aldehydes  citral  forms  a  crystalline  compound 
with  acid  sulphite  of  sodium,  and  J.  C.  TJmney,  in  a 
paper  read  before  this  Association  §  states  that  he  has 
obtained  at  least  comparative  results  by  absorption  of  the 
citral  by  a  strong  solution  of  this  salt,  the  percentage  being 
calculated  by  difference  from  the  volume  of  the  non-absorbed 
portion  of  the  oil.  In  my  hands  this  process  has  given 
much  lower  results  than  the  one  I  am  about  to  describe. 
Citral  also  forms  a  compound  with  phenyl-hydrazine  ;  and 
also  a  crystalline  citryl-  £  naphtho  -cinchoninic  acid  on 
heating  in  alcoholic  solution  with  £-naphthylamine  and 
pyrotartaric  acid.  Both  these  compounds,  however,  are  diffi- 
cult to  separate  and  estimate  quantitatively,  especially  in 
presence  of  such  a  large  excess  of  limonene. 

The  process  which  I  propose  for  the  determination  of 
citral  is  based  on  the  fact  that,  just  as  geraniol  yields  its 
aldehyde,  citral,  on  oxidation  with  chromic  acid,  so  citral 
can  by  a  process  of  reduction  be  converted  into  its  alcohol 
geraniol :  this  has  been  ascertained  by  Liebermann  and 
Semmler.  ||  Geraniol,  in  its  turn,  as  shown  by  Schimmel 
&  Co.,^T  is  capable  of  exact  estimation  by  conversion  into  its 
acetic  ether,  the  amount  of  the  latter  being  determined  by 
saponification  with  standard  solution  of  alcoholic  potash. 

It  remained  to  be  seen  whether  this  reduction  and  acetyla- 
tion  of  citral  could  be  quantitatively  effected  in  presence  of  a 
large  excess  of  inactive  terpene.  For  this  purpose  a  specimen 
of  citral  was  prepared  from  oil  of  verbena  (Andropogon  citra- 
t^ls),  the  aldehyde  of  which,  constituting  from  70  to  80  per 
cent,  of  the  oil,  has  been  shown  by  Hef  elmann  to  be  citral,  iden- 
tical with  that  obtained  by  oxidation  of  geraniol.  The  oil  was 
shaken  with  a  strong  solution  of  acid  sodium  sulphite,  the 
solid  mass  of  aldehyde  compound  collected,  squeezed  in  a 
cloth,  and  washed  several  times  with  ether  to  free  it  from 


»  Communicated  to  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  April  16, 1896. 

t  Berichte  DeuUch.  Chem.  Ges.  xxiii.  p.  3555,  and  xxi7.  p.  213. 

X  Bericht.,  Oct.  1894. 

§  Pharm.  Journal  [3],  No.  1297,  p.  981. 

||  Berichte  Deutsch.  Chem.  Ges.  xxvi.  p.  2703. 
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adhering  oil ;  it  was  then  exposed  to  the  air  to  get  rid  of 
ether;  and,  finally,  the  aldehyde  was  regenerated  from  it 
by  heating  with  a  strong  solution  of  sodium  carbonate,  and 
the  separated  aldehyde  distilled  in  a  current  of  steam. 
After  drjing  with  calcium  chloride  it  presented  the  follow- 
ing characters: — A  colourless  oil,  sp.  gr.  8952,  optically 
inactive.  A  sample  of  citral  subsequently  obtained  from  a 
well-known  continental  firm  had  a  sp.  gr.  of  8975,  and  was 
also  inactive. 

In  order  to  work  under  the  same  conditions  as  occur  in 
natural  lemon  oil,  the  citral  was  dissolved  in  limonene ;  the 
limonene  was  isolated  by  fractional  distillation  from  lemon 
oil,  that  portion  boiling  between  170°  and  176°  C.  being 
separated  and  twice  distilled  after  drying  with  calcium 
chloride.  A  solution  of  citral  in  limonene  was  made  of  a 
definite  percentage,  approximately  that  found  in  lemon  oil. 
It  may  be  noted  that  this  solution  possessed  to  a  large 
extent  the  natural  aroma  and  flavour  of  a  fresh  oil  from  the 
fruit. 

Reduction  of  the  Citral. — Various  conditions  were  tried, 
and  different  reducing-agents  employed,  such  as  zinc  dust, 
sodium  amalgam,  &c,  but  eventually  it  was  found  that 
metallic  sodium,  cut  in  small  pieces  and  added  gradually, 
gave  the  best  results.  Without  going  into  further  par- 
ticulars, the  following  are  the  details  of  the  process  as  finally 
adopted : — About  20  or  30  c.c.  (or  less)  of  the  oil  are 
dissolved  in  rather  more  than  an  equal  volume  of  glacial 
acetic  acid,  in  a  flask  capable  of  holding  200  c.c  ,  and  the 
sodium  (about  5  grammes)  added  gradually  in  small  pieces, 
controlling  the  action  so  that  the  contents  become  quite  hot, 
but  so  that  the  acid  does  not  actually  boil,  adding  a  little 
more  acid  towards  the  end,  if  necessary.  When  all.  the 
sodium  is  dissolved,  the  cooled  contents  are  diluted  largely 
with  water,  transferred  to  a  separator,  and  the  separated  oil 
well  washed  with  water  till  free  from  more  than  traces  of 
acid.  The  oil  is  then  freed  from  water  by  allowing  it  to 
stand  over  night  in  contact  with  anhydrous  sodium  sulphate. 

Acetylation  of  the  Geraniol  — The  dried  oil  is  then 
acetylated  by  Liebermann's  method — viz  ,  boiled  with  acetic 
anhydride  and  anhydrous  sodium  acetate  to  convert  the 
geraniol  into  its  acetic  ester.  Although  a  much  smaller 
quantity  would  be  theoretically  required,  I  have  usually 
employed  from  one-third  to  one-half  its  volume  of  acetic 
anhydride  with  about  one-tenth  part  of  anhydrous  sodium 
acetate.  The  boiling  is  continued  for  two  or  two  and  a 
quarter  hours,  in  a  flask  connected  with  a  reflux  condensei  ; 
after  cooling,  water  is  added,  the  whole  heated  on  a  water- 
bath  to  decompose  excess  of  acetic  anhydride,  further  diluted, 
tranferred  to  a  separator,  and  the  oil  again  washed  with 
repeated  quantities  of  warm  water  till  quite  neutral  to 
litmus.  The  oil  is  then  dried  by  contact  with  anhydrous 
sodium  sulphate,  and  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  it  taken  for 
estimation  of  the  acetic  ester  formed. 

To  a  weighed  quantity  of  the  acetylated  oil  in  a  flask 
excess  of  a  normal  or  semi-normal  alcoholic  solution  of 
potash  is  added,  and  saponified  by  boiling  for  half  an  hour 
under  a  reflux  condenser ;  water  (free  from  C02)  is  then 
added,  and  the  excess  of  alkali  titrated  with  a  standard 
solution  of  acid.  The  difference  gives  the  amount  of  alkali 
absorbed  by  the  oiL  From  the  figure  obtained  the  per- 
centage of  citral  in  the  original  oil  is  calculated  from  the 
following  formula : — 

Nx  152x100 

where  N  =  number  of  c.c.  of  normal  alkali  absorbed ; 
W  =  weight  of  acetylated  oil  taken. 

152  is  the  molecular  weight  of  citral,  and  044  represents 
the  increment  in  the  weight  of  acetylated  oil  operated  on,  due 
to  the  fact  that  citral  (mol.  wt.  152)  has  been  increased  by 
reduction  and  acetylation  to  geraniol  acetate  (mol.  wt.  196). 

The  following  figures  were  thus  obtained  : — 

1.  Percentage  of  citral  in  solution  7  46  ;  of  this  solution, 
reduced  and  acetylated  as  above,  17-405  grammes  required 
16  63  c.c.  semi-normal  alkali  =  7  42  per  cent,  citral  found. 

2.  Percentage  of  citral  in  solution,  6  3 ;  21376  grammes  re- 
quired 16  5  c.c.  semi-normal  alkali  =  5  97  per  cent,  citral 
found. 

3.  Percentage  of  citral,  7  59;  16  516  grammes  required 
16  5  c.c.  semi-normal  alkali  =  7*76  per  cent,  citral  found. 
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4.  Percentage  of  citral,  6  66;  26  417  grammes  required 
25  0  c.c.  semi-normal  alkali  =  7  34  per  cent,  citral  found. 

In  this  last  case  the  source  of  error  was  probably  the  fact 
that  the  oil,  after  acetylation,  had  not  been  washed  abso- 
lutely free  from  acid.  The  results  seemed  sufficiently  accu- 
rate for  ordinary  purposes. 

The  process  was  then  applied  to  oils  of  lemon  of  good 
quality,  the  results  (experimental  figures  being  omitted,) 
bein?  tabulated,  together  with  their  physical  constants  : — 


Sample 

S.G.  at  15-5° 

Rotation 
100  mm. 

Citral 
per  cent. 

1 

'      --8572  ! 

+62  35 

6  72 

2 

•8588 

+  58  38 

7-07 

3 

•8581 

+  62  33 

6-92 

4 

•8582 

+  62  18 

6'49 

The  above  samples  are,  in  all  probability,  absolutely  pure 
oils :  No.  2  is  remarkable  as  having  an  abnormally  low 
rotation,  yet  the  citral  percentage  comes  out  slightly  higher 
than  in  any  of  the  others. 

I  ought  to  add  that,  according  to  Dcebner,*  besides  citral 
there  exists  in  lemon  oil  a  small  percentage  of  citronellal 
(the  aldehyde  of  citronella  oil).  It  is  not  certain  how  this 
would  affect  the  results,  though  it  would  seem  probable  that 
it  would,  together  with  the  citral,  be  reduced  to  its  corre- 
sponding alcohol  and  reckoned  along  with  the  citral  in  the 
above  process.  I  am  making  experiments  with  a  view  to 
clearing  up  this  point.  There  are  other  points  of  interest  in 
connection  with  lemon  oil  which  require  elucidation,  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  the  changes  which  so  readily  take  place 
in  the  oil  under  certain  conditions,  and  whether  both  citral 
and  limonene  are  affected  by  the  change. 

I  desire  to  express  my  best  thanks  to  Messrs.  Blondeau  et 
Cie. .  in  whose  laboratories  the  experiments  for  this  note  were 
conducted. 


In  Scopolamine  Jfobrokomibe  anb 
Scorjolhtt-.f 

Br  Professor  Ernst  Schmidt,  of  Marburg. 


DE.  OTTO  HESSE  has  stated  that  commercial  scopolamine 
hydrobromide  is  a  mixture  of  two  bases,  hyoscine  and 
an.  isomeric  body,  atroscine,  which  are  present  in  varying 
quantities,  the  latter  ranging  from  11  to  50  per  cent.  This 
practically  amounts  to  a  refutation  of  the  discovery  of  scopola- 
mine, which  Bender  isolated  six  years  ago  from  the  rhizome 
of  Scopola  japonica,  and  which  Schmidt  regarded  as  the  pecu- 
liar principle  of  that  drug.J  he  having  carried  Bender's  study 
further,  and  with  admirable  results,  for  he  made  several 
derivatives  of  the  base,  and  studied  its  physical  properties 
very  fully.  Schmidt  now  points  oat  that  he  has  never  come 
across  atroscine  in  scopola-root,  while  he  has  shown  by 
conclusive  evidence  that  hyoscine  is  really  a  mixture  of 
scopolamine  and  something  else  (<7.  %  D.,  vol.  xl.,  page  771). 
The  formula  for  it  is  generally  said  to  be  C17H,3N03,  but 
when  properly  purified  it  is  C„H2lN04 — that  is,  the  same  as 
for  scopolamine.  The  specific  rotation  of  anhydrous  scopo- 
lamine hydrobromide  is  —  25,43°. 

In  the  present  paper  the  author  traverses  the  work  already 
recorded  on  the  subject,  and  proceeds  to  show  that  the  salts 
put  on  the  market  as  scopolamine  hydrobromide  differ  in 
characteristics  from  that  which  he  has  described,  Merck's 
having  a  specific  rotation  at  19  6°  C.  of  from  — 16-7°  to 
— 17-9°,  according  to  the  strength  of  the  solution,  while  Gehe's 
is  from  -6  49°  to  -6  62°.  These  results  led  to  a  crystallo- 
graphy comparison  of  the  samples,  and  it  was  found  that 
they  could  not  be  distinguished,  while  both  yielded  scopoline 

*  Berichte  Deutsch.  Chem.  Ges.  xxvii.  352. 

f  Abstract  of  a  communication  to  the  Apotheker  Zeitung. 

X  It  will  be  remembered  that  Dunstan  and  his  colleagues  examined  this 
drug  and  isolated  hyoscyamine  and  a  trace  of  hyoscine  from  it,  but  did  not 
lind  scopolamine.  Schmidt  and  his  co-workers  appear  to  have  been  study- 
ing the  matter  simultaneously,  and  not  long  after  published  an  exhaustive 
paper  containing  the  facts  noted.  If  Hesse's  statement  is  right,  it  follows 
that  more  credit  is  thrown  upon  the  work  of  Duustan  and  his  colleagues. 


and  atropic  acid  on  hydrolysing  with  baryta  water.  Follow- 
ing up  this  observation,  it  was  discovered  that  from  one  and 
the  same  root  optically  active  and  neutral  forms  of  scopo- 
lamine are  obtainable,  and  it  is  to  this  fact  that  the  different 
physical  properties  of  the  commercial  salts  are  due.  What 
Hesse  speaks  of  as  atroscine  is  really  optically  inactive 
scopolamine.  Seveial  investigators  have  assisted  the  author 
in  the  matter,  and  a  clinical  trial  of  the  salts  having  sp. 
rot.  -2543°  and  sp.  rot.  -6  62°  showed  that  they  were 
identical  in  action.  It  follows  from  this  that  the  author's 
previous  observations  are  substantiated,  and  that  the  exist- 
ence of  hyoscine  as  a  distinct  body  requires  further  backing. 

The  rest  of  the  communication  is  devoted  to  a  study  of 
scopoline,  C8H13N0o,  the  hydrolytic  product  of  scopolamine. 
M.  Loboldt  has  done  this  work,  the  main  object  of  it  being 
to  find  if  it  is  identical,  as  Ladenburg  says,  with  tropine, 
CsH15NO.  The  result  of  his  investigation  goes  to  show  that 
they  are  distinct  bodie3,  represented  by  the  following  for- 
mulas : — ■ 

CH, 


CH 


CH, 


|CH2 
C'H  •  OH 

\ 
CO 
\  CH 


N.CH3 
Tropin. 


N.CE3 
Scopolin. 


In  the  course  of  the  proving,  scopologenine  (C'7H1()0.,.NH) 
was  isolated  and  examined  thoroughly  ;  but  for  the  details 
of  the  experiments  we  must  refer  inquirers  to  the  original 
paper. 

^boertisfmcnt  jiooltius. 


"FT  excite3  curiosity"  'is  a  popular  excuse  for  peculiar 
JL  catch-lines  and  apparently  irrelevant  titles.  How  far 
this  is  a  good  advertising  method  is  open  to  a  good  deal  of 
question,  and  each  case  must  be  judged  on  its  merits.  Let 
us  suppose  that  we  had  a  new  toothache-cure  to  put  on  the 
market  that  was  rather  expensive  —say,  for  instance,  its  cost 
was  over  a  sovereign — but  its  peculiar  virtue  was  that  it  per- 
manently cured  toothache  so  that  it  could  never  return  again. 

This  might  be  advertised  with  a  headline  "  Toothache 
Cured,"  and  the  price  at  the  bottom ;  but  we  do  not  think  it 
would  be  a  very  profitable  speculation,  and  for  what  seems 
to  us  a  very  good  reason.  As  soon  as  the  fact  was  grasped 
that  it  was  claimed  that  the  new  cure  was  for  toothache,  and 
the  reader  glanced  at  the  price,  he  would  think, "  Well,  after 
all,  they  claim  what  dozens  of  others  do,  but  they  charge 
nearly  twenty  times  as  much  as  others." 

In  such  a  case  it  seems  to  us  that  the  wisest  thing  to  do 
would  be  to  use  a  curiosity-exciting  headline,  and  make  the 
matter  such  that  whoever  commenced  to  read  it  would  be 
compelled  to  finish.  Lay  all  the  stress  possible  on  its  unique 
claim  and  attention  that  it  cured  once  and  for  all,  and  then 
you  will  have  prepared  the  mind  for  the  reception  of  the 
price.  A  pound  for  curing  toothache  would,  on  the  face  of 
it,  seem  outrageous,  and  the  only  way  to  get  it  would  be  by 
gradually  working  the  reader's  "  courage  up  to  the  sticking 
point." — Printers'  Ink  Supplement. 


The  Optician  is  worried  about  other  people  than  so-called 
opticians  selling  spectacles,  and  has  a  little  scheme  for 
scoring  off  chemists,  jewellers,  and  watchmakers.  It  is  for 
opticians  to  go  into  their  businesses  as  far  as  they  can. 
Will  the  drug-trade  please  take  warning  1  There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  chemists  selling  spectacles,  but  they  should  think 
of  their  impoverishment  when  opticians  sell  "  Beecham's  " 
at  8d. 
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itahj  H^purmtni  (Bit  is  $t stilled  in 
dap  an, 

MK.  E.  MARX  has  communicated  to  the  German  Society 
in  Tokio,  which  undertakes  the  study  of  the  natural 
history  and  inhabitants  of  the  East,  a  paper  dealing  with  the 
distillation  of  peppermint  oil  in  Japan.  From  this  we  learn 
that  the  industry  has  not  yet  benefited  by  the  introduction 
of  European  methods,  although  it  is  a  considerable  one.  It 
is  Mr.  Marx's  opinion  that  the  substitution  of  an  improved 
method  for  that  now  followed  would  benefit  both  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  oil  produced.  The  apparatus  universally 
adopted  in  Japan  consists  of  cast-iron  broad-edged  boilers, 
A  I  h  ;  wooden  vats,  b  ;  and  condenser,  C.    Generally  there 


N 


Elevation  and  Section  or  Stills. 


are  three  sets  of  stills,  &c,  combined  in  one  battery  with  a 
common  furnace.  They  are  arranged  in  steps,  so  that  the 
lowest  is  built  into  the  ground. 

The  process  is  begun  by  filling  the  boilers  A  i  h  with 
water  ;  then  the  vats  b,  which  have  perforated  bottoms,  are 


Ground  Plin  of  Stills. 

placed  on  the  broad  edges  and  surrounded  with  straw  bands 
and  soft  clay.  It  is  in  these  vats  that  the  peppermint  is 
placed.  Next,  the  inverted  condenser  c  is  put  on  and  filled 
with  water  and  the  furnace  f  lighted.  The  heat  passes 
from  f  below  A  I  and  h,  and  disappears  through  the 
chimney  N,  on  which  the  distilling  begins.  The  boilers  I 
and  h  are  properly  heated  by  the  fumes  as  they  pass,  and 
sufficiently  so,  as  h  is  smaller  than  i  and  I  than  A.  The 
steam,  penetrating  the  herb,  carries  with  it  the  essential  oil, 
and  condenses  on  the  outer  side  of  c,  being  collected  in  the 
vessel  k,  hangirjg  upon  it,  from  which  the  condensed  water 
containing  the  oil  passes  through  a  bamboo  reed  l,  inserted 
in  k,  to  the  florentine  flasks  o.  Each  of  these  consists  of 
a  little  wooden  container  in  which  a  glass  cylinder  (an  old 
bottle  without  bottom  or  neck)  is  inserted.  In  this  the 
water  separated  from  the  oil  runs  through  the  little  pipe  P 
again  into  the  boilers  A  H  I.  As  soon  as  the  water  in  c 
becomes  hot,  the  workman  replaces  it  with  cold  water.  The 
emptying  is  effected  by  a  bamboo  syphon.  The  workman 
inserts  the  short  arm  in  the  inverted  cooler,  closes  the  lower 
opening  G,  and  sucks  the  syphon  s  until  the  water  flows  into 
it.    According  to  the  inborn  easy-going  nature  of  the  Jap 


workman,  who  likes  (o  pause  in  his  work  for  a  smoke,  it 
often  happens  that  the  cooling  water  in  c  begins  to  boil  and 
steam  runs  through  instead  of  the  condensed  water  saturated 
with  oil,  so  that  the  atmosphere  in  the  neighbourhood 
becomes  so  impregnated  with  peppermint  that  anyone  near 
loses  sight  and  sense  of  smell.  The  workman  does  not  go 
unpunished,  as  he  burns  his  mouth  by  sucking  np  the 
boiling  water ;  that,  however,  does  not  prevent  him  from 
going  on  smoking,  and  the  same  thing  happens  again. 


Syphon. 

In  addition  to  the  direct  loss  of  oil  caused  by  this  negli- 
gence, it  often  happens  that  the  water-boiler  becomes  dry, 
and  then  the  herb  in  the  still  is  burnt  in  spite  of  the 
straw.  This  sometimes  happens  in  spite  of  all  precautions, 
as  the  flames  frequently  overheat  the  boilers  if  the  water 
runs  too  low,  and  the  products  of  burning  straw  get  over 
with  the  distillate,  which  explains  why  Japanese  peppermint 
oil  has  a  peculiar  empyreumatic  flavour. 


practical  IRotes  ant)  ^formula:. 


Ung.  Hydbabg.  Ox.  Flat. 

An  anonymous  writer  in  the  Phar.  Centralh.  states  that 
he  has  found  yellow  oxide  of  mercury  eye-salve  made  with 
Liebreich's  lanoline,  anhydrous  lanoline,  yellow  vaseline  and 
cold  cream  to  decompose  in  about  a  month ;  but  this  is  not 
the  case  if  the  salve  is  made  with  Chesebrough's  white 
vaseline  or  with  ung.  paraffini,  Ph.G. 

Coffee  as  a  Deodobant. 

The  use  of  coffee  as  a  deodorant  for  such  drugs  as 
iodoform  and  cod-liver  oil  has  never  become  general  in  this 
country,  and  it  deserves  better  trial.  Mr.  Oscar  Van 
Schoor  has  called  attention  to  the  matter  once  more.  Ac- 
cording to  him,  1  part  of  the  best  Mocha  coffee,  in  fine 
powder,  covers  the  smell  of  5  parts  of  iodoform,  and  it  even 
makes  pleasant  such  things  as  asafcetida  and  naphthalan. 

Decomposition  of  Hydbocyanic  Acid. 

Peofessob  Simonsqn,  of  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Phar- 
macy, states  that  the  chief  cause  of  decomposition  of  dilute 
hydrocyanic  acid  is  the  presence  of  alkali  derived  from  the 
bottle ;  and  the  Bulletin  of  Pharmacy,  referring  to  this, 
adds  that  the  addition  of  mineral  acid,  preferably  sulphuric, 
is  a  remedy  for  it.  We  cannot  quite  understand  these  state- 
ments. Our  experience  is  that  dilute  hydrocyanic  acid  loses 
the  acid  radicle  on  keeping,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if 
it  were  fixed  by  alkali  from  the  glass. 

A  New  Vaenish  Medium. 

It  is  stated  that  dichiorhydrin  is  an  excellent  resin  solvent 
and  can  be  used  for  making  varnishes,  apparently  without 
first  crushing  such  resins  as  amber  and  copal.  How  far 
this  is  true  we  cann'ot  say,  but  if  it  turn  out  to  be  correct  it 
will  be  the  most  wonderful  resin  solvent  going,  as  dichior- 
hydrin is  as  soluble  in  water  as  in  spirit.  ,  There  are  two 
forms  of  it,  the  delta  and  beta,  represented  respectively  by 
the  formulfe  CH,C1.CH0H.CH,C1.,  and  CH20H.CHC1.CH2C1. 
Which  of  them  is  the  resin  solvent  is  not  stated,  but  they  are 
both  ethereal  oily  liquids,  and  are  not  manufactured  on  a 
commercial  scale.  The  boiling-point  of  the  first  is  176°  C, 
and  of  the  second  182°  C. 

Impboved  Bouillie.  Bobdelaise  (Bobdbaux  Mixtube) 

Peofessob  Blabez,  of  Bordeaux,  suggests  an  improve- 
ment upon  this  fungicide,  to  which  a  reference  was  made  in 
our  issue  of  April  11  (page  511).  The  mixture  is  generally 
made  with  varying  proportions  of  copper  sulphate  and 
quicklime — viz.,  1,  li,  and  2  kilos,  of  the  former,  and  340, 
500,  and  670  grammes  of  the  latter  to  100  litres  of  water. 
The  lime  is  deficient,  and  the  copper  hydroxide  precipitated 
is  not  in  the  best  condition  for  applying  to  the  plants.  He 
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finds,  however,  that  if  Solvay's  (that  is,  Brunner,  Mond  Sc 
Co.'s)  anhydrous  sodium  carbonate  is  used  instead  of  lime, 
a  mixture  containing  suspended  copper  hydrocarbonate,  in 
a  much  finer  degree  of  division,  is  obtained,  which  is  far 
more  e5ectual  as  a  fungicide.  Tbe  proportions  are  1  lb.  of 
the  sulphate  and  the  same  oE  the  carbonate  to  10  galls,  of 
water. 

Salt  Solutions. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Tobin  reports  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Era  how 
a  solution  of  sodium  phosphate  containing  in  each  teaspoon- 
fttl  75  gr.  to  85  gr.  of  the  salt  may  be  made.    This  is  his 


formula : — 

Parts 

Sodium  nitrite,  crystals  5 

Citiic  acid,  crystals  13 

Sodium  phosphate,  granular   85 


Have  the  mortar  very  warm  or  hot.  Mix  tbe  sodium-nitrite  crystals  and 
acid  citric  crystals,  and  triturate  until  liquid,  then  add  the  granular  sodium 
phosphate  and  triturate  for  a  few  minutes  until  semi-liquid  ;  then  transfer 
to  a  wide-mouth  bottle,  cork  tightly,  kesp  in  a  warm  place,  shake  well 
occasionally,  until  dissolved,  and  filter. 

The  presence  of  sodium  nitrite  is  a  serious  objection,  but 
this  note  may  serve  to  call  attention  once  more  to  the  fact 
that  some  salts  are  capable  of  dissolving  in  their  own  water 
of  crystallisation;  this  is  especially  true  of  sodium  hypo- 
sulphite. 

A  New  Cold-cream  Formula. 

Mr.  0.  A.  A.  Eouillion  has  communicated  to  a  Brooklyn 
Society  the  following  formula  for  cold-cream  to  keep  in  all 


kinds  of  weather  : — 

Petrolatum  (white)   Jxviij. 

Spermaceti    .   *iv. 

White;  wax       ..    $j. 

Water     ..    Sviij. 

Otto  of  rose    gtt.  vj. 

Solution  of  soap  with  benzine       . .       . .  3'v- 


A  stock  soap  solution  is  made  by  saturating  cold  water 
with  white  Castile  soap.  This  is  then  shaken  with  an 
excess  of  benzine  and  the  mixture  emulsified.  It  is  Dext 
allowed  to  stand  until  the  excess  of  benzine  separates,  when 
the  latter  is  poured  off  and  the  clear  solution  of  soap  only  is 
used.  This  forms  the  "  solution  of  soap  with  benzine  "  of  tbe 
formula.  The  cold-cream  is  made  by  melting  the  wax, 
spermaceti,  and  petrolatum  over  a  water- bath  and  stirring 
into  the  warm  mixture  the  water  to  which  the  soap  solution 
has  been  previously  added.  The  otto  is  added  with  constant 
stirring  when  the  ointment  becomes  partially  cool.  — 
American  Druggist. 

Lin.  Saponis  Mollis  vel  Tr.  Saponis  Viridis. 

For  the  extemporaneous  preparation  of  this  tincture, 
which  was  originated  by  Hebra  and  is  official  in  the  United 
States  Pharmacopoeia,  Mr.  C.  E.  Smith  recommends  (Anier. 
Jov.t.  Phar.,  page  188)  tbe  following  formula: — 

Linseed  oil         . .       . .       . .       . .     325  gms. 

Caustic  potash   75 

Oil  of  lavender   20  c.c. 

Rectified  spirit   300  „ 

Water,  a  sufficient  quantity  to  make  1,000  c.c. 
Dissolve  the  potash  in  200  c.c.  of  water  ;  put  the  solution  in  a  bottle  of 
about  1,500  c.c.  capacity,  together  with  the  linseed  oil  and  the  spirit,  and 
shake  the  mixture  briskly  from  time  to  time,  until  there  is  no  further 
separation  of  oil  on  standing.  Let  the  solution  stand  in  a  moderately  warm 
place  for  twenty-four  hours,  then  dissolve  in  it  the  oil  of  lavender  by 
agitation,  and  add  enough  water  to  make  the  product  measure  1,000  c.c. 
Mix  and  filter. 

The  principal  advantage  of  this  method  over  the  official  one 
(use  of  soft-soap)  is  that  the  product  is  always  uniform, 
which  that  made  with  soft-soap  seldom  is.  Refined  cotton- 
seed or  olive  oil  may  be  used  instead  of  linseed  oil,  without 
changing  the  proportion  of  potash,  but  these  usually  give  a 
liniment  of  lighter  colour  than  is  given  by  linseed  oil. 

Mr.  G.  Gerstl,  apotheker,  London,  writing  to  the 
Pharmaceutische  Centralhalle  of  April  18,  suggests  substan- 
tially the  same  process  as  the  above  for  making  spt. 
saponatiis  kalinus  {Hebra).  In  a  500- c.c.  flask  he  puts 
100  grammes  each  of  linseed  oil  and  rectified  spirit,  and 
40  grammes  of  5-per-cent.  caustic-potash  solution,  shaking 


until  clear.  Then  mixes  spirit  of  lavender  230  grammes, 
rectified  spirit  130  grammes,  and  distilled  water  95  grammes  ; 
blends  the  two  solutions,  and  filters  in  a  short  time.  The 
similarity  of  the  two  methods  is  remarkable  ;  but  there  is  no 
reference  to  Mr.  Smith's  paper  in  Mr.  Gerstl's  note. 


bens  for  fjjc  .S'frop. 


ALL  druggists  are  not  what  is  called  "  practical " — that  is, 
they  are  not  handy  men,  who  have  ideas  how  to  arrange 
things  so  that  everything  will  be  neat,  in  its  proper  place,  and 
easy  to  get  at.  The  ideas  which  we  illustrate  here  wilt 
appeal  to  most  people.  The  first  of  them  is  an  arrangement 
for  keeping  measures.    It  is  like  so  many  giant  hair-pins 


stuck  into  a  board  at  a  convenient  spot  near  the  sink.  The 
pins  should  be  made  of  tinned  wire,  or,  better,  brass  wire. 
The  same  man  who  puts  forward  that  idea  in  the  Phar.  Era 
has  a  box  for  indiarubber  tubing,  He  has  a  closet  in  which 
he  keeps  feeding-bottle  fittings.  Fastened  on  the  inner  side 
of  the  door  is  a  box  5  inches  wide  and  12  inches  long,  with 


three  apertures,  as  in  the  illustration.  This  box  is  divided 
into  3  parts,  thus  affording  a  separate  place  for  white,  black 
and  maroon  tubing.  The  cover  being  closed,  an  end  of  each 
kind  is  visible  through  the  apertures.  Held  by  a  rubber 
band  on  the  cover  of  the  box  is  a  small  pair  of  scissors.  If 
you  wish  to  sell  1  foot  of  tubing,  measure  it  over  the  box 
and  cut  with  the  scissors  which  are  always  there.  On  the 
same  door  suspended  by  wire  hooks  are  tube  and  bottle 
brushes.  This  outfit  takes  up  the  room  which  could  not  be 
utilised  otherwise. 

The  next  illustration  is  an  improvement  upon  an  English 
idea  for  keeping  boxes  of  pills,  &c,  always  ready    It  is 


called  "Mill's  Pill-case"  and  is  put  on  the  market  by  a 
Chicago  firm.  The  advantages  claimed  for  it  are :  It  is 
easily  filled,  is  always  in  sight,  has  glass  front  and  rear,  costs 
no  more  than  ordinary  drawers,  protects  the  goods  from  dust 
and  pilferers,  can  be  placed  on  showcase,  counter,  or  shelf, 
the  condition  of  stock  is  shown  at  a  glance,  and  it  increases 
sales.  When  a  box  of  pills,  &c,  is  wanted  it  is  drawn  out 
at  the  bottom  from  the  rear  and  the  next  box  above  it  falls 
into  its  place. 
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Xeaal  ,Keport0» 

THE  CITKONELL.4.  OIL  DISPUTE. 
Trbatt  v.  Domeier  &  Co. 

In  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on  Wednesday,  Baron 
Pollock  and  Mr.  Justice  Day,  sitting  as  a  Divisional  Court, 
heard  an  application  in  the  matter  of  the  arbitration  between 
Mr.  R.  C.  Treatt  and  Domeier  &  Co.  The  application  was 
to  have  set  aside  the  award  of  the  arbitrators,  and  it  was 
made  at  the  instance  of  Messrs.  Domeier  &  Co,,  for  whom 
Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  Q  C,  and  Mr.  Hollams  appeared.  Mr. 
Treatt  was  represented  by  Mr.  Chitty. 

Mr.  Walton,  in  opening  the  motion,  said  that  the  claim 
out  of  which  the  arbitration  arose  was  one  by  Mr.  Treatt 
against  Messrs.  Domeier  &  Co.,  and  the  question  which  arose 
between  these  gentlemen  was  whether  Messrs.  Domeier  & 
Co.  were  bound  to  take  delivery  of  a  quantity  of 
citronella  oil,  an  article  made  out  of  some  kind  of  grass, 
which  possessed  a  pleasant  smell,  and  which  was  used  for 
various  purposes,  such  as  scenting  soap  and  other  things. 
The  terms  of  the  contract  being  that  if  a  dispute  arose  it 
was  to  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  two  members  of  the 
Brokers  Produce  Association,  the  matter  was  submitted  to 
Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  French.  There  was  no  dispute  about 
the  facts,  and  although  some  evidence  was  taken  by  the 
arbitrators,  it  was  taken  at  their  own  suggestion,  and  was 
the  evidence  of  an  analyst  whom  they  thought  it  right  to 
consult,  and  who  turned  out  to  be  the  same  gentleman  as 
Domeier  &  Co.  had  called  as  their  witness.  The  contract 
was  signed  by  the  brokers,  and  was  that  they  had  bought  to 
the  order  of  Domeier  &  Co  ,  the  purchasers,  about  2,000  lbs. 
citronella  oil  in  drums — "quality  guaranteed  equal  to 
sample  " — and  any  dispute  arising  out  of  the  contract  to  be 
settled  by  arbitration.  The  question  arose  on  the  words  in 
the  contract,  "  citronella  oil,"  which  was  the  thing  to  be 
sold,  and  "  quality  guaranteed  equal  to  sample."  The 
sample  was  a  small  bottle  of  the  oil,  and  apparently 
it  was  all  right,  smelling  all  right  and  looking  all  right, 
Then  the  bulk  was  tendered,  and  it  smelt  all  right  and  looked 
all  right.  The  purchaser,  as  was  the  custom  in  thess  cases, 
analysed  it,  and  it  turned  out  that  instead  of  being  citronella 
oil,  66  per  cent,  of  it  was  something  else.  It  was  adultered 
with  55  per  cent,  of  kerosene,  a  mineral  oil,  and  10  per  cent, 
of  essence  of  lemon  to  correct  the  kerosene  and  give  the 
compound  a  smell  which  very  much  resembled  the  smell  of 
the  right  citronella  oil. 

Baron  Pollock  :  Does  citronella  oil  come  from  the  citron 
tree  ? 

Mr.  Walton :  Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

Baron  Pollock :  Lemon  oil  ssrves  for  a  great  many 
purposes  ? 

Mr.  Walton  said  yes,  but  this  was  not  made  from  lemons, 
and  the  etymology  did  not  indicate  the  real  origin  of  the 
article,  which  was  really  made  from  a  grass.  In  this  case 
the  seller  had  put  more  than  half  of  kerosene,  which  had 
very  little  smell,  and  they  added  the  10  per  cent,  of  lemon 
to  give  it  the  necessary  smell. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  :  Is  "  citronella  oil "  known  in  the  market  ? 

Mr.  Walton  said  ye3 ;  it  was  dealt  in  considerably.  In 
this  case,  when  the  purchaser  found  this  out,  he  refused  to 
take  it,  and  said  he  had  bought  citronella  oil  

Mr.  Justice  Day :  Not  something  else  made  to  look  like  it  ? 

Mr.  Walton  assented.  Then  Mr.  Treatt  said,  "  But  you 
analysed  the  sample,"  and  no  doubt  they  did,  and  it  turned 
out  that  the  sample  was  just  as  much  a  sham  as  the  bulk 
was. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  Then  you  say  that  the  whole  thing  was 
a  fraud. 

Mr.  Walton  :  No  ;  I  do  not  say  that ;  but  I  say  it  was  a 
sham.  There  is  no  suggestion  of  fraud  against  anyone ;  but 
the  stuff  was  a  fraud.  I  do  not  suppose  Mr.  Treatt  mixed 
this  stuff  up. 

Mr.  Chitty :  This  "  stuff  "  ha3  been  sold  as  "  citronella  oil  " 
for  the  last  thirty-five  years  in  the  London  market. 

Mr.  Walton :  There  is  no  evidence  of  that. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  (to  Mr.  Walton) :  You  are  bound  by  it,  if 
it  is  to  sample  and  is  marketable  as  citronella  oil. 

Mr.  Walton:  But  the  arbitrators  refused  to  decide  that 
question  at  all.   The  gentleman  who  appeared  before  them 


for  Messrs.  Domeier  called  attention  to  the  law  on  the 
subject,  and  pointed  out  that  it  was  not  enough  that  the 
stuff  should  be  equal  in  quality  to  the  sample,  but  that  it 
must  correspond  with  the  description. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  :  It  must  be  substantially  the  same  article 
as  the  sample. 

Mr.  Walton  said  that  it  must  be,  first,  citronella  oil. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  :  Marketable  as  citronella  oil  ;  but  it  may 
not  be  citronella  oil. 

Mr.  Walton  replied  that  the  point  was  explained  to  the 
arbitrators  by  the  solicitor  who  appeared  for  Messrs. 
Domeier,  but  they  pooh-poohed  it.  There  were  many  case3 
like  this  where  goods  were  the  same  as  the  sample,  but 
which  did  not  answer  to  the  description  of  the  thiDg  sold, 
and  that  was  provided  for  under  section  13  of  the  Sale  of 
Goods  Act.  There  was  an  implied  condition  that  the  goods 
should  correspond  with  the  description,  and  if  the  sale  was 
by  sample  it  was  not  sufficient  that  the  bulk  of  the  goods 
corresponded  with  the  sample  if  it  did  not  also  correspond 
with  the  description.  The  same  thing  was  dealt  with  under 
section  15  of  the  Act,  which  provided  that  in  the  case  of  a 
contract  for  sale  by  sample  there  was  an  implied  condition 
that  the  goods  should  be  free  from  any  defect  which  rendered 
them  unmarketable. 

Baron  Pollock  :  Your  point  is  that  it  is  not  a  question  here 
of  buying  to  sample,  but  of  whether  the  article  sold  was  the 
article  delivered  1 

Mr.  Walton  said  yes,  and  it  was  said  by  the  gentleman 
who  appeared  on  the  other  side  that  this  statute  did  not 
apply  to  an  article  like  citronella  oil. 

Baron  Pollock  :  Why  not  1 

Mr.  Walton  replied  that  he  did  not  know,  but  at  any 
rate  that  seemed  to  be  said  by  the  affidavit.  The 
arbitrators  were  asked  to  deal  with  that  question  speci- 
fically, whether  this  was  the  thing  that  was  sold;  and 
they  were  asked  to  state  a  case,  and  they  declined.  They 
were  asked  to  postpone  their  award  so  that  application 
might  be  made  for  an  order  that  they  should  state  a  case. 
But  they  refused,  and  what  was  done  was  this.  The  agent 
who  appeared  for  Messrs.  Domeier  went  off  post-haste  and 
took  out  a  summons,  which  he  served  upon  them  at  half- past 
four  o'clock  that  day  ;  yet,  in  spite  of  that,  they  made  their 
award,  which,  he  ventured  to  think,  was  an  improper  thing 
to  do.  The  terms  of  the  award  showed  that  the  arbitrators 
had  not  considered  at  all  the  question  which  had  been  put 
before  them.  They  said  :  "  We  decide  that  the  quality  of 
the  three  drums  tendered  to  the  buyers  is  equal  to  the  sample 
guaranteed  on  the  contract,  and  these  three  drums  must  be 
taken  by  the  buyers."  They  did  not  deal  with  the  question 
whether  the  bulk — the  drums — tendered  contained  what  was 
known,  and  commercially  known,  as  "  citronella  oil "  or  . 
not.  They  only  found  that  the  quality  was  equal  to  the 
sample,  and  therefore  that  the  bulk  must  be  taken. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  :  If  it  is  "  citronella  oil,"  the  only  question 
remaining  is,  Does  it  correspond  with  the  sample? 

Mr.  Walton  said  tha1;  what  he  complained  of  was  that 
they  did  not  say  it  was  citronella  oil. 

Baron  Pollock:  Dj  you  admit  that  they  analysed  the 
sample  before  they  purchased  the  bulk  1 

Mr.  Walton  :  No,  my  lord. 

Baron  Pollock  :  You  do  not  contend  that  it  must  be  pure 
citronella  oil  ? 

Mr.  Walton  said  he  contended  that  it  should  not  be  60 
per  cent,  of  something  else.  In  one  of  the  affidavits  it  was 
said  that  there  was  called  Mr.  Albert  Domeier,  who  swore 
that  he  had  had  dealings  in  this  oil  for  thirty-five  years ; 
that  he  had  tested  and  examined  the  sample  as  he  had  done 
for  thirty-five  years — namely,  by  smell ;  and  that  by  his 
smell  he  was  recognised  a3  one  of  the  best  judges  of 
these  oils  in  the  world,  and  from  his  examination 
he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the  oil  was  citronella  oil. 
What  he  (Mr.  Walton)  desired  to  say  was  that  if  the  arbi- 
trators had  made  an  award  sajing  that  it  was  citronella  oil, 
notwithstanding  that  it  was  so  largely  adulterated,  he  would 
not  complain.  The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Chance,  which  he  had 
been  reading,  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  pointed  out  to  the 
arbitrators  that  Domeier  &  Co.  had  rejected  the  goods 
because  they  did  not  accord  with  the  description,  and  that, 
if  so,  it  was  immaterial  whether  the  goods  corresponded  to 
the  sample  or  not ;  and  he  submitted  that  they  were  entitled 
to  reject  the  goods,  first,  by  virtue  of  section  13  of  the  Sale 
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of  Goods  Act,  because  they  did  cot  correspond  with  the 
description  in  the  contract  of  sale,  and,  secondly,  by  virtue 
of  section  15  sab-section  2,  because  the  goods  contained  a 
defect,  rendering  them  unmerchantable,  not  apparent  upon 
a  reasonable  examination  of  the  sample.  They  had 
proved  by  witnesses  that  the  samples  were  adulterated 
with  55  per  cent,  of  kerosene  and  10  per  cent,  essence  of 
lemon,  and  that  citronella  oil  adulterated  to  that  extent  was 
unmerchantable  as  citronella  oil,  and  did  not  come  within 
the  description  of  citronella  oil,  and  that  Mr.  Domeier's  exa- 
mination of  the  sample  was  a  reasonable  one.  No  evidence 
was  called  for  Mr.  Txeatt,  but  Mr.  Jones  on  his  behalf  had 
contended  before  the  arbitrators  that  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act 
had  no  bearirig  on  the  matter.  Mr.  Walton  argued  that  the 
question  whether  this  was  citronella  oil  or  not  had  thus  been 
distinctly  raised,  and  that  the  arbitrators  seemed  to  have 
taken  the  view  that  it  did  not  matter  if  the  goods  were 
equal  to  the  sample.  That  was  all  that  they  dealt  with  in 
their  award.  Mr.  Domeier  in  his  affidavit  said  his  firm 
contracted  to  buy  this  at  Is  8|<Z.  per  lb.,  and  that  they 
found  that  the  goods  were  not  citronella  oil,  and  not  saleable 
or  merchantable  as  such.  Mr.  Walton  submitted  that  the 
questions  the  arbitrators  had  to  decide  were — first,  whether 
this  stuff  was  citronella  oil,  and  second,  whether  it  was  equal 
to  the  sample,  which  was  not  disputed. 

Baron  Pollock  asked  if  Mr.  Domeier  analysed  the  sample. 

Mr.  Walton :  No 

Baron  Pollock:  He  trusted,  like  many  other  people,  to  his 
nose. 

Mr.  Walton :  No  doubt ;  but  he  was  deceived  by  the  essence 
of  lemon. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  The  affidavit  says  that  by  his  smell  be 
was  recognised  as  one  of  the  best  judges  of  citron  oil  in  the 
world.  His  examination  was  "  reasonable  "  from  the  com- 
mercial point  of  view. 

Mr.  Walton  replied  that  that  evidence  was  given  to  bring 
the  case  within  section  15  of  the  Act,  which  said  that  where 
there  was  a  sale  by  sample  there  was  an  implied  condition 
that  the  goods  should  be  free  from  any  defect  readeriog 
them  unmerchantable,  which  would  aot  be  apparent  on  a 
"  reasonable  "  examination  of  the  sample.  To  bring  it  within 
that  section  he  had  to  prove  that  reasonable  examination. 
But  the  adulteration  was  done  so  cleverly  that  it  deceived 
Mr.  Domeier,  even  though  he  was  so  good  a  judge.  No  one 
had  suggested  that  a  mixture  containing  only  35  per  cent,  of 
citronella  oil,  and  the  bulk  made  op  of  kerosene  oil,  could 
be  citronella  oil. 

Baron  Pollock:  If  the  arbitrators  were  satisfied  that  it 
was  citronella,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  trade,  they 
might  have  .'aid  so. 

Mr.  Walton :  And  that  would  have  made  an  end  of  the 
matter. 

Baron  Pollock :  Their  view  was  that  it  was  merchantable 
citronella  oil,  but  they  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  Walton :  They  told  Mr.  Domeier  that  that  was  not 
necessary,  and  that  the  only  question  was  whether  the 
guarantee  of  the  contract  was  satisfied. 

Baron  Pollock :  Why  did  they  not  do  it  ? 

Mr.  Chitty :  Because  they  do  not  live  in  the  Temple,  my 
Lord,  if  I  may  make  such  an  answer.  They  took  the  view 
that  they  substantially  decided  the  question. 

Baron  Pollock :  Although  they  do  not  live  in  the  Temple, 
they  admit  that  there  is  65  per  cent,  that  is  not  citronella 
oil,  and  jet  it  is  marketable.  It  would  be  satisfactory 
even  to  those  who  do  live  in  the  Temple  to  know  why  they 
do  so. 

Mr.  Chitty  said  that  although  they  did  not  traverse  the 
statement  that  there  was  65  per  cent,  not  citronella  oil, 
yet  for  all  that  the  article  was  what  was  known  in  the 
market  as  citronella  oil.  When  they  wanted  it  chemically 
pure,  citronella  oil  was  sold  in  the  market  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  Walton  :  We  do  not  admit  that. 

Mr.  Chitty  said  he  knew  that ;  but  it  was  the  fact  never- 
theless, and  this  was  sold  at  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Baron  Pollock :  That  is  my  chief  difficulty.  It  may  be 
that  this  was  citronella  oil ;  but  if  so,  why  did  not  the  arbi- 
trators say  so  ?  They  only  said  that  this  was  sold  by  sample, 
and  was  according  to  sample. 

Mr.  Chitty  replied  that  their  Lordships  were  not  dealing 
^ith  an  award  made  by  a  lawyer.   What  the  arbitrators 


said  was  that  the  bulk  was  delivered  in  accordance  with  the 
contract. 

Baron  Pollock :  No,  in  accordance  with  the  sample. 

Mr.  Cbitty  said  that  if  they  had  said  it  was  in  accordance 
with  contract  there  would  have  been  an  end  of  this  matter, 
and  he  submitted  that  in  substance  they  had  said  so.  The 
contract  was  to  sell  according  to  sample.  The  sample  was 
delivered  to  this  gentleman  with  the  thirty-five-year-old  nose 
of  which  he  seemed  to  be  so  proud,  and  he  took  all  his  usual 
means  of  testing  it.  He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  this 
oil  from  Treatt,  and  shortly  before  this  transaction  he 
bought  2,800  lbs.  of  it  from  Treatt,  and  a  dispute  about  it 
arising,  he  went  to  arbitration  upon  it,  and  was  beaten,  and 
the  goods  had  to  be  taken  by  the  buyers  upon  appeal.  For 
the  pure  essence  of  this  grass,  properly  distilled,  one  had  to 
pay  4s.  lOd.  to  5s.  per  lb. 

Mr.  Walton  said  that  that  was  contradicted,  and  that  his 
evidence  was  that  the  price  of  the  oil  supplied  by  Mr.  Chitty 's 
client  was  never  more  than  2s. 

Baron  Pollock  (to  Mr.  Chitty) :  You  say  they  purchased 
2,800  lbs.  of  citronella  oil  of  a  like  description.  Does  that 
mean  with  65  per  cent,  of  other  oil  ? 

Mr.  Chitty :  Yes.  He  then  repeated  the  terms  of  the 
arbitrators'  award,  and  contended  that  the  point  whether 
this  was  or  was  not  citronella  oil  was  fully  decided  by  the 
arbitrators,  although  they  had  not  put  it  into  their  finding. 
If  they  had  left  out  of  their  award  the  words  "is  equal  to 
the  isample,"  and  had  only  said,  "  We  find  that  the  three 
drums  must  be  taken  by  the  buyers  and  paid  for,"  it  would 
have  been  a  perfect  award.  The  only  technical  fault  was 
that  they  said  "  is  equal  to  sample." 

Baron  Pollock  :  No ;  the  objection  is  that  there  are  two 
things  the  arbitrators  have  to  decide,  and  they  shy  at  one. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  It  looks  like  an  attempt  on  their  part  to 
screen  the  fraudulent  practices  of  the  trade  in  selling  a 
thing  which  is  only  35  per  cent,  of  the  article  described. 

Mr.  Chitty :  No.  The  point  is,  that  this  stuff  has  been 
sold  as  citronella  oil  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  :  Fraudslently. 

Mr.  Chitty  :  Not  fraudulently. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  A  thing  that  is  65  per  cent,  kerosene 
and  35  per  cent,  citronella  oil,  which  it  professes  to  be. 

Mr.  Chitty  said  that  it  was  an  article  which,  pnre,  sold  at 
4s  lOd.  per  lb.  

Mr.  Walton  :  That  is  contradicted. 

Mr.  Chitty  said  that,  pure,  it  was  sold  at  that  price ;  but 
here  the  purchaser  was  buying  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb.,  and  he 
must  have  known  that  he  was  not  buying  pure  citronella 
oil.  He  had  also  been  buying  it  for  thirty-five  years,  and 
had  tested  this  and  previous  samples  by  the  smell ;  and 
everybody  else  in  the  City  of  London  who  dealt  in  this  oil 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  it  in  the  same  way — by  the 
test  of  smell. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  :  They  have  all  been  imposed  upon. 

Mr.  Chitty  said  no,  not  more  than  the  people  who  bought 
flannelette  thinking  there  was  flannel  in  it. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  If  this  is  what  is  known  by  commercial 
people  as  citronella  oil  there  is  no  fraud  at  all.  But  that  is 
what  the  arbitrators  will  not  say.  They  seem  to  be  screen- 
ing the  trade. 

Baron  Pollock  :  It  is  of  the  very  essence  of  these  arbitra- 
tion cases  that  the  arbitrators  should  find  out  questions  laid 
before  them,  so  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  parties.  They 
should  not  say,  "  Oh,  you  tell  us  there  are  two  questions  ;  we 
think  there  is  only  one."  I  am  rather  inclined  to  agree  with 
my  learned  brother  that  it  is  to  screen  the  trade,  but  I  will 
not  put  it  so  high.  Yet  here  we  find  that  the  arbitrators  are 
asked  to  decide  a  point  one  way  or  other,  and  they  have  not 
done  so. 

Mr.  Chitty  admitted  that  the  arbitrators  bad  not  distinctly 
said  that  this  was  citronella  oil  in  the  commercial  sense. 

Mr.  Justice  Day :  Bat  they  were  asked  to  do  so,  and  they 
ought  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Chitty :  Then  it  would  have  to  go  back.  He  then 
went  on  to  argue  that  under  the  terms  of  the  agreement  for 
arbitration,  which  were  under  the  rules  of  the  Produce 
Brokers  Association,  Domeier  &  Co.,  not  being  satisfied  with 
the  finding  of  the  arbitrators,  should  first  have  appealed  to 
the  Council  of  the  Association  before  coming  to  this  Court. 

Baron  Pollock  then  delivered  the  finding  of  the  Court. 
He  said  there  were  two  questions  to  be  decided.   The  first 
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was,  Ought  this  award  to  go  back  on  the  ground  that  the 
arbitrators  had  not,  in  substance,  decided  the  matter  brought 
before  them  1  It  had  always  been  a  well-known  rule  of  law 
that  where  goods  were  sold  tyhey  must  be  of  reasonably 
merchantable  quality,  in  which  case,  whether  the  sale  was 
by  sample  or  not,  there  was  always  the  previous  question 
whether  the  goods  delivered  were  those  which  were  con- 
tracted for.  And  in  the  Sale  of  Goods  Ac^,  where  the  con- 
tract was  by  description,  the  goods  'must  correspond 
with  the  description.  Where  the  goods  were  sold  by 
sample  as  well  as  description,  it  was  not  sufficient 
that  they  corresponded  with  the  sample  if  they  did  not  also 
correspond  with  the  description.  In  this  case  the  defendants 
said  that  the  goods  were  sold  not  cnly  by  sample,  but  also 
by  description,  and  that  the  plaintiff,  in  order  to  succeed, 
must  prove  that  the  goods  delivered  did  correspond  with 
the  description  of  the  goods  sold.  The  arbitrators  had  not 
said  so,  and  therefore  this  was  an  insufficient  and  imperfect 
award,  and  it  was  proper  that  it  should  be  sent  back.  The 
other  question  was  that  under  the  terms  of  the  arbitration 
agreement  there  was  no  appeal  to  this  Court  until  after 
appeal  to  the  Council  of  the  Produce  Brokers  Association. 
On  this  point  his  .Lordship  held  that  it  was  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  the  Arbitration  Act  for  the 
matter  to  have  been  brought  into  this  Court. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  concurred,  adding  that  for  himself  he 
should  have  preferred  simply  to  have  set  the  award  aside  in 
this  particular  case. 

The  question  was  accordingly  referred  back  to  the  arbi- 
trators, on  the  understanding  that  if  any  difficulty  arose  in 
getting  the  gentlemen  who  formerly  acted  as  arbitrators  to 
proceed  with  the  matters,  that  difficulty  should  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Produce  Brokers  Associa- 
tion applicable  in  such  cases. 


THE  IRISH  PHARMACY  ACT— ONEJOFFENCE  OR  TWO. 
Ok  Saturday  last,  at  the  Newry  Quarter  Sessions,  Mr.  David 
"Wilson,  Church  Street,  Rathforland,  appealed  against  the 
decision  of  the  local  bench  of  magistrates  fining  him  in  two 
sums  of  51.  for  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  and 
for  retailing  cantharides  contained  in  a  bottle  of  Leeming's 
Essence.  Defendant  admitted  the  offences,  both  of  which 
related  to  the  same  transaction.  He  desired  to  offer  an 
explanation.  Some  time  ago  he  received  notice  warning  him 
to  get  rid  of  any  drug  or  chemical  on  his  premises  which  was 
of  a  poisonous  nature.  He  complied  with  that  notice  as  far 
as  he  could,  but  unhappily  it  appeared  that  the  essence  in 
question  contained  cantharides,  a  scheduled  poison.  It  had 
been  stated  in  the  lower  court  that  the  only  reason 
cantharides  was  scheduled  was  because  it  was  used  for 
immoral  purposes,  but  he  (the  defendant)  knew  nothing 
about  that.  He  got  the  article  from  one  of  the  most 
respectable  drug  houses  in  Dublin.  He  asked  that  the  two 
convictions  be  regarded  as  one  and  the  fine  reduced  by  one- 
half.  His  honour,  having  reviewed  the  case,  said  he  would 
give  his  decision  on  Friday,  April  24. 


"PINK  PILLS"  IN  COURT. 
A  motion  in  an  action  by  Dr.  Williams'  Medicine  Company 
against  George  Goss,  High  Street,  Notting  Hill,  seeking  to 
restrain  him  from  selling  pills,  other  than  those  manufactured 
by  the  plaintiff,  to  persons  asking  for  Pink  Pills  for  Pale 
People,  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Stirling  in  the  Chancery 
Division  on  Thursday.  As  the  defendant  consented  to  per- 
petual injunction  with  costs,  an  end  was  put  to  the  action 
by  an  order  being  made  to  that  effect. 


MUSK-SUBSTITUrE. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  on  April  18 
before  Mr.  Justice  Chitty,  Mr.  Byrne,  Q.C,  appeared  in  the 
case  of  the  Fabriques  de  Produits  Chimiques  de  Thann  et  de 
Mulhausen  v.  Domeier  &  Co.,  which  was  down  for  hearing  on 
a  motion  for  judgment  on  admissions  in  the  pleadings. 
Counsel  said  that  the  defendants,  by  their  solicitor's  letter  of 
January  21,  1896,  consented  to  an  injunction,  and  also 
agreed  to  pay  50Z.  They  submitted  that,  in  these  circum- 
stances, the  action  was  wholly  unnecessary,  or,  alternatively, 
that  its  continuance  was  unnecessary.  The  defendants,  whilst 


denying  liability,  had  paid  50/.  into  court,  which  they  said 
was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  plaintiffs'  claim.  The  action  was 
brought  in  respect  of  the  alleged  infringement  of  a  method 
for  the  manufacture  of  a  substitute  for  musk,  the  letters 
patent  for  which  were  granted  to  Emil  Schnaufer  and  Albert 
Baur.  On  the  admissions  in  the  pleadings  he  now  asked  for 
an  injunction  and  50  '.  damages,  and  costs. 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty  :  You  could  not  have  got  an  injunction 
except  by  applying  to  the  Court  ? 

Mr.  Byrne  :  No. 

Mr.  Farwell,  Q.C  ,  who  appeared  oa  the  other  side,  said 
the  defendants  had  offered  to  consent  to  an  injunction. 

Mr.  Byrne :  Yes,  and  I  am  willing  to  take  it ;  but  the 
defendants,  in  a  letter,  say  that  the  injunction  must  not  be 
advertised  or  their  name  made  public  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  Nothing  about  that  was  mentioned  in  the 
pleadings. 

Mr.  Farwell :  That  is  the  whole  of  tke  point  between  ns. 
Mr.  Justice  Chitty :  By  your  pleading  you  waive  condi- 
tions. 

Mr.  Farwell :  By  letter  we  made  conditions. 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty  :  You  waive  conditions. 

Mr.  Farwell :  If  your  Lordship  thinks  so,  I  ask  leave  to 
amend  the  pleadings. 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty :  As  the  defence  stands,  it  is  as  clear 
as  the  light  of  many  days.  You  do  not  ask  leave  to  refer 
to  the  letter  in  the  pleadings.  In  the  pleadings  you  state 
an  absolute  offer.  If  I  give  you  leave  to  amend,  what  will 
happen  ? 

Mr.  Farwell :  The  injunction  is  subject  to  their  under- 
taking not  to  advertise 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty  :  If  I  give  you  leave  to  amend,  plaintiffs 
might  want  to  amend  their  motion.  I  should  make  you  pay 
the  costs  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Farwell :  Would  you  do  that  after  the  letter  1 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty :  Yes.  I  will  give  you  leave  to  amend, 
on  the  terms  that  you  pay  the  costs  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Byrne  said  he  would  not  resist  the  application  to 
amend  ;  but  he  asked  for  the  costs  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Justice  Chitty :  I  give  leave  to  Mr.  Farwell's  clients 
to  amend,  and  I  oider  them  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Younger  appeared  for  Mr.  Charles  Julius  Casper,  who, 
it  was  stated,  had  admitted  his  liability  to  indemnify  the 
defendants,  and  who  had  obtained  leave  to  defend  the 
action. 


EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY. — INJURIES  IN  THE 
MINERAL-WATER  BUSINESS. 
OH  April  16,  in  the  Plymouth  County  Court,  bsfore  Judge 
Edge,  Thomas  Bolger,  workman,  Stonehouse,  sued  Richard 
Herbert  Rendle,  chemist  and  mineral-water  manufacturer, 
of  Stoke,  Devonport,  for  140Z.  damages,  made  up  as  follows : — 
11.  4s.,  loss  of  wages  whilst  detained  in  hospital ;  10QZ.,  for 
damages  for  anticipated  loss  of  wages  and  work  as  the  result 
of  losing  an  eye ;  and  32Z  16s.,  damages  for  disfigurement. 
According  to  the  filed  particulars,  plaintiff  was  on  January  29 
last  in  the  employ  of  the  defendant,  and  owing  to  the  burst- 
ing of  a  soda-water  bottle  sustained  the  loss  of  his  left  eye. 
It  was  contended  that  the  bottle  was  of  insufficient  strength, 
and  that  the  defendant  failed  to  supply  proper  face-guards, 
both  of  which  circumstances  constituted  a  defect  in  his  plant 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Employers'  Liability  Act.  Mr. 
Eric  Ward  appeared  for  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Martyn  for 
defendant. 

The  defendant,  in  his  evidence,  swore  that  during  the  time 
he  was  at  Mr.  Reudle's  factory  there  was  no  mask  there.  He 
denied  having  in  the  presence  of  a  boy  named  Teppett  tried 
on  the  mask.  Two  small  bottles  of  soda  burst  in  succession 
just  before  the  accident,  but  it  was  not  true  that  the  fore- 
man then  told  him  to  put  on  the  mask,  neither  was  it  true 
that  both  the  Messrs.  Rendle — senior  and  junior — told  him 
on  the  morning  of  the  accident  to  put  on  the  mask  when 
bottling.  Mr.  Rendle,  sen.,  did  not  say  after  the  accident, 
"  Oh  Bolger,  if  you  had  used  the  guard  this  would  not 
have  happened  " ;  neither  did  he  (plaintiff)  admit  either  to 
that  gentleman  or  to  the  boy  Teppett  that  it  was  his  own 
fault. 

For  the  defence  this  evidence  was  directly  contradicted. 
The  foreman  said  that  after  two  or  three  bottles  had  burst 
he  told  plaintiff  to  puS  on  the  face-guard,  and,  with  an 
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oath,  he  declined  to  do  so.  An  errand-boy,  formerly  in  the 
employ  of  the  defendant,  swore  tbaA  there  was  a  mask  at 
the  factory,  which  he  unpicked  on  i ' s  animal  ia  April,  1894. 
Mr.  H.  K  Bundle,  the  defendant,  deposed  that  he  gave 
positive  instructions  to  the  plaintiff  co  wear  the  mask,  which 
was  purchased  in  April,  189 J,  and  he  produced  the  invoicj. 
A.  Teppett,  another  errand-boy,  swore  that  a  mask  was  kept 
in  the  factory,  and  that  plaintiff,  whom  he  conducted  to  the 
hospital,  said  the  accident  was  his  o  »n  fault. 

HisH>nour  said  it  was  a  most  regrettable  accident,  but 
he  thought  he  must;  say  that  it  was  brought  about  by 
plaintiff's  own  act.  There  must  be  a  verdict  for  defendant, 
with  costs ;  but  Mr.  Martyn  intimated  that  they  did  not  ask 
for  costs. 


ANOTHER  YORKSHIRE  RELI3H  ACTION. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  Mr.  Justice  Stirling 
had  before  bim  a  motion  in  an  action  Powell  v  Thornton. 
Mr.  John  Cutler,  for  the  plaintiff,  said  that  the  motion  was 
for  interim  injunction  in  an  action  which  sought  to  restrain 
the  defendant  from  supplying  persons  ordering  or  askiDg 
fof  J Yorkshire  Relish"  any  sauce  not  the  goods  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  from  passing  off  othsr  sauces  not  of  the  plain- 
tiff's manufacture  as  or  for  those  of  the  plaintiff's  by  the  use 
of  labels  calculated  to  deceive,  or  by  the  use  of  the  term 
"  York  Relish  "  or  "  Yorkshire  Relish."  He  added,  however, 
that  the  Court  would  not  be  troubled  with  hearing  the  case, 
as  the  defendant  consented  to  perpetual  injunction  in  terms 
of  the  notice  of  motion,  with  costs.  His  L  Did  ship  made  an 
order  on  these  terms. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Beeswax  not  a  Drug. 

At  the  Neath  County  Police  Court  on  Friday,  E  liz  ibeth  Morgan , 
grocer,  Aberdnlai;,  was  charged  with  selling  4  oz  of  bees- 
wax which  contained  80  parts  of  paraffin-was  and  20  parts 
of  genuine  beeswax.  Mr.  Edward  Powell,  who  appeared  for 
the  defendant,  contended  that  beeswax  was  not  a  drug 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  the  maj  ority  of  the 
ench  baing  of  this  opinion,  too,  dismissed  the  ca3e.  They, 
owever,  granted  leave  to  Supt.  Thomas  to  take  the  case 
before  a  higher  Court. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASE 3; 

A  Chemist  and  the  Loan  Company. 

An  application  was  made  to  his  Honour,  Judge  Lumley- 
Smith,  Q.C  ,  on  Tuesday,  in  the  Westminster  County  Court, 
for  the  committal  of  Stephen  Rogers,  a  chemist  in  business 
in  Crowndale  Road,  N.W.  The  plaiatiffs,  the  London  and 
Westminster  Loan  CorapaDy,  produced  a  letter  in  which 
defendant  said  he  would  pay  if  time  was  allowed,  and 
pointing  ont  that  he  was  only  surety.  Mr.  Partington,  for 
the  company,  said  he  had  a  good  business  and  had  paid 
before  on  committal.  His  Honour  observed  that  because  he 
was  a  chemist  in  business  it  did  not  show  he  could  pay  this 
debt.  Mr.  Partington  suggested  that  a  committal  order,  to  be 
suspended  for  three  months,  should  be  made.  His  Honour  : 
I  do  not  like  to  send  all  these  people  to  prison.  A  new  order 
of  10s.  a  month. 


A  Chemist's  Composition. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Kerr,  the  case  of  Lockwood  «.  Rae,  which  has  been  men- 
tioned in  the  columns  of  the  C  ,f  D.,  was  disposed  of .  Messrs. 
J.  R  Lockwood  &  Son  sought  to  have  Mr.  Alexander  D  Rae. 
chemist,  6  Railway  PJacp,  Fenchurch  Street,  E  C,  committed 
to  Holloway  Gaol  for  the  non-payment  of  31.  2s.  ,  due  for 
printing  done  in  the  way  of  his  trade.  When  the  case  was 
last  before  the  court,  it  was  explained  by  Mr.  Gowing, 
solicitor,  who  then  appeared  for  the  defendant, that  he  owed 
400Z.  or  500^.,  and  that  hehadmid*  an  arrangement  with 
his  creditors  to  pay  a  composition  of  5s.  in  the  pound.  The 
Daputy-Judge  who  then  heard  the  ca?e  adjourned  it  for 
inquiries.  On  Tuesday  the  plaintiffs'  representative  said  the 
defendant  had  a  capital  shop,  and  did  a  good  business.  They 
ha3  levied  on  the  defendant's  go'ds  without  result.  Mr. 


Gowing  said  the  bailiff  came  out  as  there  was  a  large  sura 
due  for  rent  The  defendant's  friend*  had  raised  sufficient 
to  pay  a  composition  of  5s  in  the  pound.  Mr.  Commissioner 
Kerr  said  the  proper  course  for  the  plaintiffs  to  adopt  would 
be  to  apply  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  of  the  defen- 
dant's profits  from  his  business.  In  that  way  they  would  get 
all  their  money.  He  could  make  no  order  on  those  proceed^ 
ings. 


An  Impecunious  Doctor. 

On  Tuesday,  in  the  City  of  London  Court,  the  Continents/' 
Bottle  Company  sought  to  enforce  payment  of  11.  due  from- 
the  defendant,  Dr.  Hunston,  for  bottles  supplied  to  him  for 
use  in  his  business.  A  solicitor  appeared  for  the  defendant, 
and  said  he  could  not  then  pay  the  money.  His  goods  had 
been  sold  for  rent  and  taxes.  The  plaintiffs'  representative 
said  the  goods  were  bought  by  his  daughter.  The  defendant 
employed  his  daughter,  and  paid  her  21  per  week.  The  de  - 
fendant also  had  an  assistant.  The  defendant's  solicitor  said 
the  assistant  had  half  the  fees  as  they  came  in.  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr  said  he  could  make  no  order  against  the  de- 
fendant in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  of  his  ability  to  pa y 
the  debt. 


Bankruptcies  anfc  tfatlurea. 


.Re^GEOBGE  Handel  Opekshaw,  late  of  Edgeware  Roadr 
Blackburn,  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  lately  trading 
in  partnership  with  James  Booth  under  the  style  of 
Booth  &  Op9nsbaw,  chemists  and  druggists,  7  Darwen 
Street,  Blackburn. 

A  receiving  order  against  this  debtor  was  made  on  April 
13,  at  the  Blackburn  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  the  petition 
of  Messrs.  Robert  Gibson  &•  Sons,  lozenge-mannfactnrers, 
Carlton  Works,  Holme,  Manchester.  The  present  address  of 
the  debtor  the  petitioning  creditors  are  unable  to  ascertain. 


Re  J.  H.  Atherton,  9  Market  Street,  Wigan,  formerly 
carrying  on  business  as  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

On  April  17,  at  the  Wigan  County  Court,  Mr.  W.  S.  France 
applied  on  behalf  of  this  debtor  for  an  order  of  discharge. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Winder,  Official  Receiver,  submitted  that  the 
bankrupt  must  have  been  insolvent  for  some  years  before 
filing  his  petition,  and  that  if  he  was  ignorant  of  the  fact, 
that  ignorance  was  due  to  his  not  keeping  proper  books  of 
account.  The  receiving  order  was  made  in  July,  1888,  on 
the  application  of  the  debtor.  The  liabilities  were  set  down 
at  1.372Z ,  and  the  assets  estimated  at  932^.,  but  they  only 
realised  532Z.  17s.  5d.  The  debtor  had  over-estimated  the 
value  of  stock  and  trade  utensils  by  400Z. 

Mr.  France  said  the  debtor  commenced  business  in  1882 
as  a  retail  chemist,  and  having  traded  somewhat  successfully 
for  a  time,  entered  the  wholesale  trade,  taking  the  shop  in 
Market  Street  and  opening  a  shop  at  Newtown.  This 
necessitated  a  great  increase  in  stock,  and  more  capital  was 
introdaced.  He  was  then  in  partnership,  which  was  dis- 
solved in  1888.  Shortly  after  the  debtor,  while  trading 
alone,  was  somewhat  pressed  by  creditors,  and  eventually  he 
found  it  impossible  to  keep  on  any  longer.  He  had  never- 
drawn  21.  a  week  from  the  establishment  up  to  that  time. 
He  tried  to  pay  every  creditor  in  full  before  he  asked  fo? 
his  discbarge,  and  takirg  the  deficiency,  as  shown  by  the 
Official  Receiver,  at  943Z.,  the  bankrupt  had  now  paid 
creditors  in  full  or  on  account  up  to  670Z.  He  asked  hi3 
Honour  to  take  this  into  consideration  in  arriving  at  his 
decision.  There  was  nothing  to  show  that  the  bankrupt  had 
by  his  own  folly  contributed  to  his  unfortunate  position,  and 
his  wish  was  to  pay  his  creditors  in  full. 

The  Judge  said  it  was  regrettable  that  the  two  charges 
made  by  the  Official  Receiver  should  have  been  substantiated, 
because  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  baikrupt  was  an  honest 
man.  It  was  clear  to  his  mind  that  the  bankrupt  had  tried 
to  be  honest,  and  he  was  now  trying  to  clear  off  the  whole  of 
bis  creditors.  His  Honour  also  alluded  to  the  small  amount 
the  debtor  had  withdrawn  from  the  business  for  household 
and  personal  expenses.  He  had  committed  an  offence  in 
not  keeping  proper  books.    He  was  bound  to  suspend  the 
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bankrupt's  discharge ;  but  looking  at  what  the  debtor  had 
done,  both  before  and  since  bis  bankruptcy,  he  was  satisfied 
that  if  he  suspended  the  discharge  for  three  months  he 
would  be  meeting  the  ends  of  justice. 

Re  F.  Keall,  Ilfracomba,  Chemist. 

In  the  bankruptcy  of  the  above  a  first  and  final  dividend  of 
Is.  6frf.  has  bben  declared,  and  was  payable  on  Tuesday  last 
(April  21)  at  the  cffice  of  the  Official  Receiver,  5  Hammet 
Street,  Taunton. 


Re  Meyeb,  Spaull  &  Schlengeman,  37  Great  Tower 
Street,  E.C.,  and  at  Melbourne,  Chemical  and  Australian 
Merchants. 

Under  the  failure  of  this  firm  the  first  meeting  of  the 
creditors  was  held  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  last 
Tuesday,  before  Mr.  G.  W.  Chapman,  Assistant  Receiver. 
No  accounts  had  been  filed,  but  the  liabilities  are  roughly 
estimated  at  5.000Z.  or  6,0002.,  and  the  assets  at  5502. 

In  1891  Mr.  F.  Hilling  Spaull,  having  secured  the 
London  agency  of  an  Australian  firm  of  general  merchants, 
entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Meyer  and  Mr 
Ernst  Schlengeman,  and  tbey  started  business  at  St. 
Mary  Axe.  Mr.  Spaull  provided  1002.,  and  his  partners 
5002.  each  as  capital.  The  agency  was  relinquished 
in  1894,  and  the  firm  then  started  a  branch  business 
at  Melbourne,  where  they  traded  as  John  H  Meyer  &  Co. 
The  firm  for  six  months  carried  on  a  lubricating-  oil  manu- 
factory at  Neate  Street,  Camberwell,  under  the  style  of  the 
Industrial  Oil  Company,  and  they  in  addition  had  another 
business  for  the  manufacture  of  a  patent  soap,  which  was 
carried  on  as  the  Industrial  Oil  Soap  Company.  Mr.  Meyer 
retired  from  the  firm  in  the  following  year,  and  was  to 
receive  4002.  by  weekly  instalments  of  52 ,  which,  however, 
were  only  paid  for  a  few  months.  The  remaining  partners 
subsequently  continued  the  business  until  the  receiving- 
order  was  made  against  the  firm,  the  dissolution  of  the 
partnership  having  been  duly  gazetted.  The  failure  is 
attributed  to  liability  on  bills  for  1,4132.  accepted  without 
any  consideration  being  received,  bad  debts,  inability  to 
recover  a  sum  of  8002.,  law-costs,  and  trading  loss  at  Mel- 
bourne in  consequence  of  the  stoppage  of  local  banks. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  since  the  p3tition  was  filed  a 
limited  company  had  been  formed  by  Mr.  B.  Spaull  and  Mr. 
H.  Wilkinson  in  order  to  preserve  the  business  connection. 
The  company,  which  was  still  carrying  on  business,  was 
registered  as  Meyer,  Spaull  &  Schlengeman  (Limited),  but 
the  only  shares  that  had  been  allotted  were  one  to  each  of 
the  signatories  to  the  articles  of  association. 

No  proposal  was  put  forward  on  the  debtors'  behalf,  and 
the  meeting  left  the  estate  in  the  hands  of  the  Official 
Receiver  to  be  administered  in  the  usual  course  of  bank- 
ruptcy. 


Mr.  Chapman  also  presided  at  the  first  meeting  of  tl  e 
creditors  of  John  H.  Meyer,  the  former  partner  in  the  firm, 
and  against  whose  estate  a  receiving-order  has  also  tesn 
made.  The  debtor  attributes  his  failure  to  the  liability  for 
a  debt  guaranteed  by  his  late  firm,  and  to  the  non-payment 
of  the  money  he  was  to  receive  in  consideration  of  his  with- 
drawal from  the  firm.  The  accounts  show  racking  liabilities 
2,0162.  Is.  lid ,  and  no  available  assets.  In  the  absence  of 
any  offer  this  estate  was  also  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Official 
Receiver  to  be  wound  up  in  the  ordinary  course  of  tank- 
ruptcy. 


Re  W.  Howell,  22  Glasshouse  Street,  Regent,  Streeand  late 
of  2  Upper  Bedford  .Place,  Proprietor  of  a  Patent  Medicine. 
This  case  came  before  Mr.  R?gistrar  Brougham  last 
Thursday  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  it  being  in  the 
list  of  the  day's  public  examinations.  Mr.  Howell,  assistant 
receiver,  reported  that  the  receiving  order  wa9  made  in 
February  on  a  creditor's  petition.  The  debtor  had  not  yet 
surrendered  under  the  proceedings  and  it  was  alleged  that  the 
business  was  being  carried  on  by  an  assignee.  It  was  proposed 
to  have  a  private  sitting  to  further  investigate  the  case  and 
under  those  circumstances  he  asked  for  an  adjournment. 
His  Honour  ordered  the  heaiirg  to  stand  over  until  June  4. 


(Basette, 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED 
Dodd,  R.  J.,  and  Dobson,  G.  T.,  snrgeon-destists,  Tottenham  Court 

Road,  W.C.,  under  the  style  of  Messrs.  Dobso-J. 
Wiseman,  M.,  and  Hart.  J.  H.,  physicians  and  surgeons,  Birming- 
ham, under  the  style  ef  Wiseman  &  Hart. 


THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS.  1888  AND  1890 

Receiving  Orders 

Foster,  Edward,  Preston,  and  Samlesbury,  near  Preston,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Openshaw,  George  Handel,  late  Blackbura,  late  carrying  on  business 
in  co-partnership  with  James  Booth,  under  ihe  style  o!  Booth  &  Open- 
shaw, Blackburn,  as  chemists  aud  druggists,  present  address  un- 
known. 

Adjudication. 
Conroy,  Arthur  J.,  Boscombe,  Bournemouth,  :'_ernist  ard  druggist. 

IRISH  BANKRUPT. 
(From  the  Dublin  Gaiettt .) 
Darcy,  John,  of  37  Lower  Claubrassil  Street,  also  of  64  Upper  C.'a-i- 
brassil  Street,  all  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  an  .  also  of  66a  Clanbrassil 
Market,  South  Circular  Road,  in  the  City  of  Dti Win,  druggist,  *ss, 
on  April  10, 1895,  adjudged  bankrupt. 


Weete  of  Hrranaement 


Furniva  &  Son  (partners,  Edward  Furnivall  and  Lawrence  Furnivall), 
Boothen  Road  or  Lane,  and  residing  at  6  Lonsdale  Street,  Stoke-npon- 
Trent,  wholesale  drysalters.  Trustee,  Albert  Bates;,  Pall  Mall,  Hanley, 
accountant.  Dated,  April  10  :  filed,  April  16.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
327Ms.  7i7. ;  estimated  net  assets,  105/.  Ths  following  ^rescheduled 
as  creditors : — 

£  ».  d. 

Corporation  of  Stoke  and  oth?rs   10    0  0 

Evan?,  Sons  &  Co ,  Liverpool   £3   0  0 

Furnivall,  H.  J.,  Point  Cape  Town   60   0  0 

Harris,  J.,  Hanley    24  0 

North  Staffordshire  Loin  and  Discuuit  Coi__;  .;.y, 

Hanley   28  0  O 

Ridgway,  G.,  &  Sons,  Hanley   ".5   0  0 

Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool    ,.      13   0  0 

Thomson  &  Co..  Bosley    10   0  0 

Vernon  &  Sons,  Liverpool     . .       . .       . .       . .       £5   0  0 

Holdcroft,  Franc'.s  Joseph,  53  Frederick:  Poad,  Aston,  chemist.. 
Trustee,  Cedric  P.  Type,  1  Cherry  Street.  Lirrnin^ham,  chartered 
accountant.   Dated,  April  13  ;  filed,  April  2D.    Liabilities  unsecured, 
1202.  lis.  lOd  ;  estimated  net  assets,  722.   The  following;  are  scheduled 
as  creditors : — 

£     Si  (?. 

vVyleys  (Limited),  Birmingham     ..       ..  34   0  0 


(L  be  %nti  cutting  Association, 


A NUMBER  of  Nottingham  chemists  met  on.  Wednesday 
evening  at  the  Masonic  Hill,  Nottingham,  in  con'e:ence 
with  a  deputation  from  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association.  The  deputation  consisted  of  Messrs.  Glyn 
Jones  (secretary  to  the  Association),  W.  Jones  'chairman  of 
the  Birmingham  Chemists'  Trade  Committee),  Corbett  (Hall's 
Coca  Wine),  Simpson  (Liebig  &  Co.),  and  N orris  (Condal 
Water  Company).  Mr.  C  A.  Bjlton  (local  secretary  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society)  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  attendance 
of  local  members  of  the  trade  included  Councillor  R.  Fitz- 
hcgh,  J.P.,  Messrs.  A.  Eberlin,  W.  H.  Parker,  Gascoyne,  A. 
MiddletOD,  Lumby,  Sergeant,  W.  Gill,  Rayson.  Beverley, 
Bell,  Waniner,  Turton,  Ho'gate,  J.  Wilford,  R  V/iddowsou, 
W.  Widdowson,  Smith,  Lane,  and  Spencer.  Numerous  letters 
of  apology  expressing  ia\ourable  views  with  regard  to  trie 
object  of  the  cocfeience  wcre  read. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  that  the  rules  of  the  Notting- 
ham and  Notts  Association  precluded  any  discussion  o£ 
trade  prices  by  the  members,  and  for  tt  a.*;  reason  the  mset- 
ing  had  only  been  called  under  the  auspices  of  the  Assoc'a- 
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tion  to  discnss  a  matter  which  was  of  the  greatest  moment 
to  all  of  them.  The  catting  of  prices  was  felt  to  be  a  grave 
matter,  and  for  a  long  time  past  it  had  been  recognised  as  a 
great  difficulty  by  all  members  of  the  trade.  They  had, 
however,  hitherto  regarded  it  more  from  an  individual  point 
of  view,  but  that  evening  they  had  met  to  confer  with 
gentlemen  who  had  come  prepared  with  a  scheme  which 
they  believed  would  afford  a  solution  of  the  difficulty.  He 
believed  that  Mr,  Glyn-Jones  and  the  other  members  of  the 
deputation  were  only  desirous  of  promoting  the  interests  of 
the  trade  at  large,  and  that  they  were  there  as  business  men 
to  discnss  a  difficult  problem. 

Mr  Glyn-Jones  explained  the  history  and  object  of  the 
movement,  and  said  it  was  not  a  manufacturers'  movement. 
He  contended  that  all  three  sections  of  the  trade  would 
benefit  by  it.  The  idea  was  a  very  erroneous  one  that  pre- 
sumed it  to  be  an  advantage  to  manufacturers  that  the 
distribution  of  the  articles  should  be  in  the  bands  of  one 
retailer.  He  held  that  it  was  to  the  interests  of  the  manu- 
facturers to  look  after  the  retailers  and  their  interests, 
■Counsel's  opinion  of  the  legality  of  their  movement  was 
being  taken,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  obtained  they  were  pre- 
pared to  start. 

Mr,  Wm.  Jones  said  that  in  Birmingham  they  had  not  met 
•with  a  single  refusal.    Mr.  H.  S.  Norris  and  Mr.  Corbett 
explained  the  advantages  of  the  Association  from  a  manu- 
acturer's  point  of  view. 

Questions  were  invited,  and  Mr.  R.  Widdowson  inquired 
whether  the  Association  would  hamper  chemists  in  compet- 
ing with  the  stores,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  they 
helped  to  raise  the  profit  the  stores  would  reap  the  advantage 
"  and  so  be  strengthened ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  should  be 
willing  to  become  a  member. 

Mr  Gascoyne  said  that  if  they  had  the  profit  themselves 
they  would  not  deny  it  to  the  stores.  If  they  were  to  go 
on  cutting  against  the  stores  and  selling  at  cost  price  it 
would  be  very  much  like  the  battle  of  the  Kilkenny  cats, 
there  would  be  nothing  left  of  them  at  the  finish  but  the 
"tale.  '  (Laughter.)  He  was  in  favour  of  a  fair  price.  If 
they  could  enforce  Is  they  could  enforce  Is.  lid ,  and  he 
did  not  think  that  the  difference  would  affect  the  consump- 
tion of  the  articles.  Men  would  not  take  more  pills  because 
they  could  get  them  cheaper.  In  his  opinion  the  stores  and 
the  grocers  would  only  be  too  pleased  to  get  a  reasonable 
profit  on  the  articles.  Whatever  the  result  of  the  movement 
might  be  they  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  and  his 
colleagues  who  had  gone  through  the  country  endeavouring 
to  arouse  the  somewhat  lethargic  spirit  of  the  chemists.  It 
was  re-maikable  that  chemists  did  not  possess  the  power  of 
organisation  that  was  found  in  the  working  man. 

Mr.  Middlston  moved  a  resolution,  pledging  support  to  the 
London  Association,  and  asking  the  Council  of  the  Notts 
Chemists  Association  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  London 
Association.  He  pointed  out  that  if  the  stores  were  placed 
on'  an  equal  footing  with  ordinary  members  of  the  trade 
the  stores  would  cease  to  hamper  them.  The  movement  was 
in  the  right  direction,  and  he  heartily  supported  it. 

Mr  Sergeant  seconded.  He  was  not  quite  so  sanguine  as 
some,  but  he  thought  the  movement  deserved  support.  With 
reference  to  the  price,  he  thought  it  would  b3  better  to  keep 
to  the  shilling,  and  so  allow  them  to  make  a  distinction  with 
the  book  customers. 

Mr.  R.  Widdowson  further  inquired  whether  is  was  the 
intention  of  the  Association  to  restrict  the  prices  of  those 
articles  which  were  not  protected. 

Mr  Gill  called  the  attention  of  the  meeticg  to  the  by- 
law of  the  Association  which  prevented  the  discussion  of 
trade  prices,  and  to  the  futility  of  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Council. 

The  Chairman  explained  that  when  the  Council  met  it 
would  be  as  a  committee,  so  that  they  could  thus  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  London  Association. 

Mr.  Warriner  asked  whether,  if  large  stores  were  deter- 
mined co  undersell,  the  Association  would  have  any  legal 
redress  for  breach  of  agreement. 

Mr,  Lumley  inquired  if  it  was  likely  proprietors  would 
agree  to  the  prices  of  their  articles  being  put  up,  and  thus 
influence  the  demand. 

Mr,  Beverley  thought  the  difference  of  a  few  pence  would 
not  affect  the  demand  if  the  public  wanted  the  article.  Stilt 


he  thought  the  price  should  be  left  to  the  manufacturers  for 
the  proprietors  to  fix. 

Mr,  Glyn-Jones,  in  replying,  said  he  would  not  join  the 
Association  if  it  did  not  allow  him  to  compete  with  bis 
fellow-traders.  They  asked  no  one  to  be  bound  except  by 
an  agreement  which  was  generally  in  force  in  the  district. 
He  was  in  favour  of  net  prices,  but  in  his  opinion  the  price 
would  cot  affect  the  sale  of  the  article ;  that  had  already  been 
proved  by  manufacturers. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  a  second 
resolution  pointing  out  the  importance  of  manufacturers 
assisting  the  movement  and  declining  to  encourage  their 
trade  unless  an  adequate  profit  was  guaranteed  was,  on  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Gill,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Wilford,  also 
carried.   Twenty  members  were  enrolled  at  the  close. 


at  tbe  Counter. 


A  Hampshire  chemist  sends  us  an  aristocratic- looking 
note  asking  him  "  to  send  by  bearer  a  small  ball  enigma.'' 


From  Ticehur3T,  Sussex. — "Bitter  yelhurst,"  "insex- 
powder,"  ?'  gudderpershia,"  "  yellowmezacline,"  "  schooshey 
chips  "  (quassia). 


From  a  Sheffield  parcel : — "  Hardsone  oil,"  "  Opper  diddle 
dock,"  "  Scotch  and  Enie,"  "  Harits  of  Viturel,"  "  Id.  Boriix 
hunny,  Id.  hallam,  Id.  coal  creem." 


There  are  still  some  half-educated  persons  even  in 
Birmingham.  Messrs.  Morris  Banks  &  Co.,  of  that  town, 
send  an  order  received  for  leuce  (linseed),  Spanish  guse,  and 
ciordalefer  (chroce  ether). 


Bristol  customers  (whose  originals  are  sent  by  Mr.  C. 
Baker,  110  Cheltenham  Road)  write  for  tinture  of  steal, 
Alend  Save,  gregons  powder,  peematon  for  the  hair,  Ciphon 
of  soda,  magnichil,  Consentrated  magnata,  and  bygary 
Pygary. 


Mr,  Vernon,  of  Penge,  reports  that  a  customer  cime  into 
his  pharmacy  on  a  Tuesday.  Customer :  "  Is  the  Chemist 
and  Druggist  out  1  "  New  Assistant :  "  No,  sir  ;  not  pub- 
lished till  Friday."  Customer  :  "  Oh  !  I  mean  is  the  boss  at 
home  1  " 


This  is  the  sort  of  thing  assistants  will  have  to  deal  with 
if  they  go  to  South  Africa.  It  is  sent  to  us  by  Mr.  N. 
Coaker,  of  Jagersfontein  :— "  6d.  vhig  sout  om  in  soet  koek 
tegouw,"  The  customer  wanted  6d.  of  ammonia  to  put  in 
sweet  cakes. 


A  Newcastle  chemist  received  a  prescription  for  a  mix- 
ture and  a  lotion,  with  half  a  sovereign  in  a  registered 
letter,  and  the  following  note : — "  plese  send  sooa  as  cin  for 
me  bottle  losan  wat  on  paper  rest  money  wat  tack  worth 
money  wat  tack  nother  bottle." 

The  following  specimens  are  quoted  from  a  collection 
sent  by  Mr.  J.  Goodwin,  Lower  Clapton  Road,  NE  : — 
"Carvonaded  harn "  (ferri  carh),  "gomastic-powder, 
"anksher  of  rubberb,"  "  tinctur  of  mur,"  "  sufferisink," 
"  appearion  pills,"  "  hockelet  aset, "  <:  catbuncle  of  soder," 
"  holloff  oil.""  We  only  select  specimens  which  seem  to  be 
new  variations. 


An  Edinburgh  correspondent  contributes  a  batch,  includ- 
ing "small  Tin  Savourin  Moor  food,"  -'0.  Bridge's  Lung 
Tonick,"  "One  gill  appeldog"  (Do  they  buy  opodeldoc  by 
the  gill  in  Edinburgh?),  and  "2d  Vegetilis"  (by  which 
digitalis  was  meant).  Podophyllin  pills  become  "  phodyfiln  " 
and  "  Paddy  flins "  pills.  One  order  is  for  "  one  penny 
skum  and  sweet  milk  '  (?  mist,  scammonii). 
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42  CANNON  STEEET,  E.C.,  April  23. 

THERE  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  business  in  the  drag  and 
chemical  markets  since  our  last  report,  but  the  pric3- 
alterations  of  real  interest,  are  not  very  numerous.  In  fine 
chemicals  we  have  to  report  a  steady  market  for  opium 
alkaloids.  Strychnine  has  been  raised  in  price  by  the 
makers,  but  cocaine  is  extremely  dull  and  tendiog  lower. 
Quinine  slow  of  sale,  with  an  easier  tendency.  Caffeine 
extremely  firm.  Citric;  and  tartaric  acids  remain 
dull,  but  cream  of  tartar  has  considerably  ad- 
vanced. The  price  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  has  been 
raised,  while  refined  camphor  has  again  been  reduced. 
Citric  and  oxalic  acids  are  unaltered.  Heavy  chemicals  are 
mostly  unchanged.  Arsenic  is  again  dearer  for  best  white 
powder,  while  carbolic  acid  has  an  easier  tendency.  Sul- 
phate of  copper  is  again  dearer  for  some  brands,  while 
sulphate  of  ammonia  is  dull  and  benzole  unchanged. 
Caustic-soda  crystals,  bleiching-powder,  and  chlorate  of 
potash  maintain  their  prices.  Glycerine  easier.  In  drugs 
we  have  to  report  a  dull  market  in  camphor,  although  at  the 
close  there  is  a  firmer  tendency  for  that  article.  Balsam 
Peru  is  higher,  and  copaiba  extremely  firm.  Cascaia 
sagrada  offers  at  low  rates.  Blue  Persian  galls  are  very 
firmly  held.  Menthol  is  dull  of  sale.  Castor  oil  firm,  and 
cod-liver  oii  decidedly  easier.  In  essential  oils  the  principal 
change  is  a  iednction  in  the  price  of  Japanese 
peppermint  oil.  American  peppermint  is  also  easier. 
Star-anise  oil  firm.  Oil  of  cassia  in  better  demand.  There 
are  alarmist  reports  with  regard  to  the  coming  crop  of  otto 
of  rose,  but  these  are  still  unconfirmed.  Sassafras  oil 
is  tending  higher.  Clove  oil  dull  of  sale.  French 
essential  oils,  especially  thyme  and  rosemary,  are 
tending  dearer,  in  consequence  of  alleged  damage 
to  the  growing  plants.  Opium  is  firmly  held,  with 
a  somewhat  higher  tendency.  Japan  wax  uncertain> 
and  tending  higher.  Damiana-leaves  and  spermaceti  are 
reported  somewhat  lower,  but  scammony-root  has  sold  at  high 
prices,  and  B.P.  resin  is  dearer.  The  market  in  gum  acacia 
is  dull,  and  at  to-day's  auctions  very  little  was  sold 
Privately,  the  most  that  can  be  said  is  that  the  demand 
seems  to  have  come  to  a  standstill.  Gentian-root  and 
ipecacuanha  are  well  maintained.  For  insect- flowers  high 
prices  are  quoted.  Musk  keeps  firm.  Colocynth,  it  is  said, 
has  sold  again  at  improved  prices.  Rhubarb  steady,  but 
unchanged.  There  has  been  a  decline  in  the  price  of 
quicksilver.  In  articles  allied  to  the  drug-trade  there  are 
but  few  chaDges.  Spices  are  mostly  dull,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  chillies,  which  are  higher.  Fine  Jamaica  ginger 
is  also  slightly  dealer:  common  kinds  lower  and  Cochin 
giriger  easier.  Shellac  is  dull  and  lower,  in  price.  Turmeric 
fairly  well  maintained.  In  oils  we  have  to  report  a  slight 
advance  in  linseed,  while  rape  oil  is  easier,  both  for  crude 
and  refined. 


Oar  Hamburg  correspoadent  telegraphs  on  Thursday 
afternoon  that  Refined  eampJwr  is  very  flit  and  tending 
Hamburg  easier,  at  3  S  Jm.  per  kilo.  Acacia  gums  of  all 
Telegram.  kinds  are  firmer.  0 J  of  sicr  anisebas  declined, 
20  50m.. would  now  be  accepted  fcr  it.  Cod  liver  oil  very 
dull  of  sale  but  unchanged  in  price.  Jalap  shows  a  declining 
market,  acd  Spirit!  ofturj/eniint  is  advancing. 


Our  New  York  correspondent  telegraphs  on  Thursd<  y 
night  that  Balsams  of  Peru  and  Copaiba  are  both  very  scarce 
New  York  an<*  tending  higher  in  price.  Tola  is  also  very 
Cablegram.  firm.  Fair  Curacao  aloes  may  be  had  at  3;}c. 
Bayberry-bark  at  5c.  per  lb.  There  has  been  brisk  buying 
in  Cascara  sagrada,  but  no  change  in  price  is  yet  reported. 
The  stock  of  Truxillo  coca-leaves  is  exhausted.  Newfound- 
land cod-liccr  oil  is  active  and  steady.  Oil  of  'peppermint 
offers  sparingly,  and  the  market  is  tending  firmer,  Jalap 
quoted  at  11c.  to  12c.  per  lb.  for  fair  Vera  Cruz.  Senega- 
root  is  tending  easier,  and  so  is  refined  Spermaceti,  which 
offers  at  30^c.  per  lb.  Opium  steady  acd  firmer,  and  $2  05 
for  lair  manufacturing  qualities. 


Acid  (Acetic)  remains  unaltered,  the  prices  quoted  being: 
for  30  per  cent.,  14s.  3d. ;  33  per  cent.,  15s.  3d. ;  60  per  cent., 
2As  9d. ;  and  99  per  cent,  to  100  per  cent.  (Glacial),  38s  9d. 
per  cwt.  The  same  qualities  may  be  had  f .o.b.  Hamburg  at 
Is.  3d.  less  for  glacial,  and  about  2*.  less  foi'  the  other 
strengths. 

Acid  (Cabbolic). — Dull  of  sale,  and  tending  rather 
easier.  The  current  quotations  are:  Crystals,  39-40°  C, 
7\d. ;  34-35i  C,  Id.  per  lb.  Crude,  60  per  cent.,  Is.  lid.  to 
Is.  ll^d. ;  75  per  cent.,  2s  4iW.  to  2s.  5d.  per  gallon.  Liquid 
carbolic  acid,  95-100  per  cent.,  of  German  make,  haa  lately 
been  freely  offering  here  at  Is.  per  gallon,  ex  wharf,  London. 
The  importers  say  that  they  have  sold  large  quantities,  but 
we  believe  that  English  manufacturers  are  prepared  to  shade 
the  quotation. 

Acid  (Citeic). — Very  quiet,  at  Is.  l{d.  to  Is.  Zd.  per  lb. 

Concentrated  juice  offers  at  131.  10s.  to  i3l.  lbs.  per  pipe. 

Acid  (Oxalic)  remains  quiet :  3hi.  to  3f<Z.  will  buy  on 
the  spot. 

Acid  (Tartaric).— Slow  of  sale.  English  <B,P.)  at 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.  from  trie  makers  ;  foreign  at  Is.  l%d.  to  Is.  2<L 
per  lb. 

Alcohol. — Methylated  spirit  offers  at  Is.  Id.  per  gallon, 
naked. 

Arsenic — Best  white  English  arsenic  is  practically  un- 
obtainable, from  24s.  6il.  to  2bs.  6d  per  cwt.  being'  asked  ioi 
small  lots.  It  is  said  that  some  of  tae  German  manufacturer  ;- 
have  sold  the  whole  of  taeir  production  for  the  year. 
Certain  German  makers  quote  from  22s.  3d.  to  22s.  9d. 
for  white  lamp,  and  from  22s.  9d.  to  23s.  3d.  for  yellow  lamp. 

Balsam  Copaiea  is  tending  higher  in  America,  from 
Is.  5^.  to  Is.  6d.,  c.i.t,  being  quoted  tor  fair  quality. 

BAlsam  Peru. — Very  little  is  offering  on  the  spot.  It  is 
said  that  for  genuine  quality  9s.  per  id.  na=>  oeen  paid,  wmle 
9s.  3d.  is  now  the  asking-price. 

Caffeine  steady,  with  a  moderate  ^inquiry.  There 
appears  to  be  notning  availaole  now  balow  the  makers 
price  of  18s.  per  Id.  for  100-1d.  lots,  and  19s.  foi  smaller 
quantities. 

Calcium  Carbide  offers  at  9d.  per  lb.,  delivered  in  Lon- 
don ;  packages  extia. 

Camphor  (Crude).— We  comment  elsewhere  upon  the 
poshion  of  this  article,  in  which  there  has  been  very  little 
trade  since  our  last  report.  Early  this  week  Formosa 
camphor  was  offered  at  lower  prices — viz  ,  130*.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.  for  May-Jaly  shipment.  Some  business  was  done  at 
that  figure,  and  at  132s  6d.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.,  the  sellers  being 
second-hand  owners.  Since  then  the  market  has  become 
somewhat  firmer,  and  to-day's  asking-prioes  are  135s.  per 
cwc.  c.i.f.  for  Formosa  and  155s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  Japanese 
gums.  There  seems  to  be  an  impression  that  the  Syndicate 
are  about  to  come  into  the  market  again.  A  Singapore 
telegram  published  in  today's  Times  states-  that  the  new 
tax  impo-ed  by  the  Japanese  in  Formosa  threatens  to  cruih 
the  camphor  trade,  and  that  complaints  are  made  of  the 
aroitary  action  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  in  arresting 
foreign  employes  and  closing  the  camphor-stills. 

Camphor  (Rsfixed).— On  April  20  the  English  refiners 
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again  reduced  their  quotations  by  Id.  per  lb.,  the  [present 

figures  bf  iotr  :  — 


Bells  

Tablets  (4-oz,  8-oz.,  and  16-oz.)  .. 
Tablets  (1-oz.  and  2-oz.)  .. 
Tablets  (2  to  3  per  oz  1  .. 
Tablets  (3  to  4  per  oz.)  .. 
Flowers,  in  5-10-1  b.  boxes 
Flowers,  in  1-lb.  boxes 


Under 
10-cwt. 

[[10-cwt. 
lots 

Per  l\ 

Per  lb. 

s.  d 

s.  d. 

1  11 

1  lOi 

2  0 

1  1U 

2  n 

2  1 

2  2" 

2  H 

2  21 

2  2 

1  11" 

1  10| 

2  0 

i  iii 

2D-c«-t. 
lots 


Per  lb. 

s.  d. 


10 
11 

Oi 

1 

U 


).  10 

1 11 


The  German  refiner,  who  holds  aloof  from  the  "  understand- 
ing "  that  has  taken  the  place  oE  the  old  "convention" 
among  his  colleagues,  offers  1-5-cwt.  lots  of  bells  at  Is.  10d., 
and  1-oz.  tablets  at  2a-1.  per  lb.  The  others  quote,  at  present, 
the  same  prices  as  their  English  competitors.  At  the  close 
we  are  informed  by  the  agents  of  the  German  "outsider" 
that  their  redaced  quotations  are  now  practically  withdrawn. 

Caeaway-seed  is  slightly  easier.  Some  holders  now 
offer  best  Dutch  seed  of  1895  crop  at  25s.  3d.  per  cwt.  f.o.b. 

Cascaea  Sagrada  is  offering  at  18s.  per  cwt.,  c.i 
terms,  shipment  by  sailer  from  San  Francisco.    The  market 
remains  very  dull,  and  we  have  not  heard  of  business. 
Another  importer  offers  new  crop  to  arrive  by  sailing  vessel 
in  the  autumn  at  16s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cocaine  is  tending  slightly  easier.  The  combined  manu- 
facturers still  ask  12s  lOd.  per  oz.  for  Hydrochlorate,  but  the 
outsider  would  probably  sell  at  12s.  2d. 

Colocynth  —Very  firmly  held.  We  are  informed  that 
for  fine  Turkish  apple  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  has  been  paid. 

Ceeam  of  Taetae  has  experienced  a  strong  upward 
movement  since  our  last  report.  Oh  Saturday  quotations 
in  Bordeaux  rose  about  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  since  then  business 
has  be* n  done  in  London  at  steadily  rising  prices,  the  closing 
quotation  for  best  French  crystals  being  from  95s.  to  95s.  6d. 
and  for  powder  97s.  to  100s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs  very  dull  of  sale ;  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  the  price 
at  which  small  parcels  of  fair  Singapore  berries  have  changed 
hands. 

DamiANA -leaves  are  a  little  easier;  5d.  per  lb.  would 
now  be  accepted  for  good  quality. 

Gentian- boot  is  rather  firmly  held,  at  from  22s.  to  23s. 
for  good  French,  according  to  holder. 

Galls. —  Chinese  galls  are  quiet,  but  firmly  held  at  58s 
to  59s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  at  58s,  ci.f.,  for  arrival. 
More  business  has  lately  been  done  in  bine  Persian  galls  at 
the  rate  of  54a.  per  cwt.  for  good  quality.  In  white  galls  no 
business  is  reported.  Green  are  offering  sparingly ;  bids  of 
45s.  have  been  refused  for  some  parcels,  holders  requiring 
47s.  6d.    The  new  crop  is  now  arriving. 

Glycerine. — Although  crude  glycerine  is  extremely 
firm,  the  market  for  double-distilled  is  easing  off  slowly. 
Pretty  well  all  consumers  are  filled  up  at  low  prices,  and 
the  second-hand  holds  a  fair  amount  of  stock.  There  are 
sellers  to-day  of  double-distilled  German  sg.  1260  at  65s. 
per  cwt. 

Guaeaita. — Quiet.  Fair  quality  is  offered  by  importers 
at  2s.  3d,  per  tb. 

Gum  Acacia, — Although  the  market  has  been  extremely 
firm  since  our  last  report,  the  feeling  seems  to  be  gaining 
ground  that  there  is  no  backbone  in  the  movement.  The 
firms  who  are  supporting  the  rise,  however,  are  doing  their 
utmost  to  convert  consumers  to  their  views,  and  one  or  two 
private  circulars  have  reached  us  within  the  last  few  days 
in  which  the  prospects  of  the  market  are  referred  to  in  a 
very  sensational  manner.  It  is  reported  that  at  the  end  of 
last  week  102  >.  Gd.  per  cwt.  was  paid  for  fair  Soudan  sorts.  In 
other  varieties  there  has  been  little  actual  business,  the 
trade  awaiting  the  public  auctions,  which  took  place  to-day. 
The  sales  included  about  3,000  packages,  and  passed  off  in 
an  extremely  quiet  manner,  hardly  any  demand  being 
manifested.    Most  parcels  were  limited  at  high  rates,  and 


several  catalogues  were  bought  iu  entirely.  Of  Soudan  sorts 
(403  packages)  393  were  bought  in,  offers  of  from  90s.  to 
97s.  per  cwt.  beirig  rejected  for  fair  quality ;  10  bales 
common  Alexard  ian  sold  at  55s  to  61s  Nine  casks  Senegal 
gum  (from  Mogadore)  realised  from  62s.  to  70s  per  cwt. 
Persian  gum  was  very  largely  repre=ented.  1,379  packages 
being  shown,  of  which  only  a  few  sold  at  22s.  per  cwt.  for 
good  soits.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  speculation  in  this 
variety  lately,  up  to  30s.  per  cwt.  having  been  paid  for  fine 
pale  picked.  Ninety-three  packages  Mogador  and  30  cases 
Niger  gum  w-re  bought  in.  Of  12  packages  Cape  gam 
two  sold  at  34s.  per  cwt.  for  sifting?.  Ten  packages  fine 
pale  frosted  Australian  gum  sold  at  52s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  a 
few  lots  of  Aden  siftiDgs  at  30s.  per  cwt.  Eatt  Indian  gums 
were  somewhat  poorly  represented,  and  only  180  packages 
sold — Amrad  Kurachee,  common  brown  to  medium  dull,  at 
43s.  to  53s.,  pale  picked  Ohatti  at  63s ,  ordinary  to  pale 
picked  Oomra  at  38s.  to  54s  ,  and  Cawnpore  at  44s  to  51s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  In  Trieste  there  ha?  been  a  very  strong  speculative 
movement  in  gam3,  and  all  the  Trieste  agents  here  have 
raised  their  quotations  For  fair  to  best  pale  soft  picked 
guars  from  13Z  fcn  161  per  cwt.  is  now  asked,  and  for  grains 
from  51.  10s  to  3/.  per  cwt. 

Insect-flowees. — Very  firmly  held.  The  reports  from 
Trieste  continue  to  quote  higher  prices,  and  in  London, 
also,  a  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done.  New-crop 
closed  flowers  offer  at  105s.  to  120s,  ci.f.;  "open  "flowers 
at  78s.  to  85s  per  cwt,,  c.i  f.  terms. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  moderate  business  is  reported  both  in 
Brazilian  and  Colombian  root,  at  steady  prices. 

Jalap  is  reported  higher  from  New  York,  but  that  state- 
ment does  not  seem  to  make  any  impression  on  our  market, 
which  remains  flat,  at  Id.  per  lb.  for  good  Vera  Crnz. 

Kola  Nuts — In  spite  of  the  recent  large  arrivals,  the 
market  seems  to  have  gained  some  little  firmness,  and  sales 
of  fair  quality  East  Indian  kolas  are  reported  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Menthol— Dull  of  sale,  at  lis.  9d.  to  12s.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot,  and  10s.  9d.  ci.f.  April-June  shipment.  Cooking's  brand 
offers  at  14s.  on  the  spot. 

Musk. — Steady  but  quiet.  For  good  blue- skin  well- 
trimmed  first-pile  Tonguin  pods  72s.  6d.  'to  75s.  per  oz.  is 
asked.    In  Ohina  the  market  is  reported  extremely  firm. 

Oil  (Castoe).— Firmly  held.  Best  Italian  tasteless  is 
quoted  at  31s.  to  31s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c  if.  The  Calcutta 
market  at  the  beginning  of  this  month  was  declining  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  stocks  were  moderate,  the  reason  of  the  fall 
bsing  that  the  supply  of  seed  for  crashing  had  increased  and 
that  the  demand  for  the  oil  both  from  Europe  and  Australia 
remained  very  small. 

Oil  (Codlivee)  is  offering  at  lower  prices.  Some  of 
the  importers  still  stand  out  for  225s.,  c  if  ,  per  barrel  for 
best  new  non-congealing  Norwegian,  but  in  other  quarters 
from  205s.  to  210s  would  be  accepted  for  similar  quality. 
Very  few  orders  seem  to  have  been  placed  this  week,  and 
the  prospect  seems  to  be  in  favour  of  a  farther  slight  decline. 
Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  that  the  Finnmarken 
fishing,  as  a  rule,  continues  until  the  end  pf  May,  and  some- 
times goes  on  even  to  the  middle  of  Jane.  Last  year  the 
Finnmarken  district  yielded  8  million  of  fish,  from  which 
2,200  barrels  of  oil  were  obtained,  while  in  1894  the  produc- 
tion was  15  million  of  fish  and  3,850  barrels  of  oil ;  in  1893 
13  million  of  fish,  with  only  1,800  barrels  of  oil.  The  total 
Norwegian  production  of  unrefined  oil  during  the  last  three 
years  has  been  17,000,  20,000,  and  30,000  barrels.  A 
report  from  the  Northern  district  of  Norway  states  that 
during  the  first  half  of  the  month  of  April  very  little  busi- 
ness was  done  there  in  cod  liver  oil,  and  the  market  was 
fluctuating  between  225s.  and  215s.  It  was  added,  however, 
that  even  if  Finnmarken  should  turn  out  a  fair  quantity  of 
oil  this  season  there  was  little  chance  of  prices  receding 
further,  as  the  average  cost  of  good  Lofoten  oil  this  year  is 
210s  per  barrel. 

Oils  (Essential). — Japanese  oil  of  peppermint  offers  at 
greatly-reduced  prices.  For  40-per-cent.  oil  6s.  3d.  per  lb. 
would  be  accepted,  and  for  Dementholised  oil  we  hear  of 
quotations  as  low  as  5s.  spot  and  3s  Qd.  to  4s.,  ci.f ,  for 
April- June.  Forty-per-cent.  oil  5s  6d.,  ci.f.  There  has  been 
a  much  better  inquiry  for  Oil  of  cassia,  but  prices  so  far 
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show  no  change.  Sales  are  reported  od  the  spot  at  prices 
up  to  8s.  for  75-80  per  cent ,  and  up  to  7s  9d.  for  70  75  pei 
cent.,  and  also  at  7s  3|d.  per  lb.  for  75  80  per  cent.,  c.i.f. 
terms.  It  is  reported  mat  heavy  snows  have  fallen  in  the 
rose-growing  districts  of  Bulgaria  and  severely  damaged  the 
rose-buds.  Such  reports,  however,  are  very  commonly  circu- 
lated at  this  time  of  the  year.  American  Peppermint  oil  is 
again  lower,  H  G.H.  being  offered  at  9s  3d.  per  lo.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  prospect  of  improvement  in  the 
position  of  this  article  for  the  present.  Sassafras  oil  con- 
tinues to  advance  in  the  States  :  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  is 
now  asked  for  it  in  London.  Star-anise  oil  fli-mly  held  at 
10s.  3d.  per  lo.,  which  has  been  paid,  on  the  spot.  For 
arrival  the  quotations  are  lower,  9s.  8.^d.  per  lb.,  c  i.t,  being 
to-day's  quotatiop.  Citronella  oil  slow  of  sale  and  easier  on 
the  spot  as  well  as  for  arrival.  Lemongrass  quiet  at  2\d. 
per  oz.  Reports  from  France  state  that  the  ccld  and  dry 
weather  has  injured  the  Thyme  and  Rosemary  plants,  of 
which  the  distillation  is  about  to  begin,  and  that  the  prices 
for  these  oils  will  be  higher.  Lavender  is  also  said  to  have 
suffered. 

Opium. — Many  parcels  of  Soft- shipping  opium  are  with- 
drawn from  the  market  for  the  present.  The  quotations  for 
this  variety  range  from  lis.  9d.  to  13s.  per  lb.  Smyrna, 
opium  has  been  in  fair  demand,  at  from  9s.  to  9s.  3d.  for  good 
to  fine,  and  from  8s.  to  8s.  6d.  for  druggist's  seconds.  Con- 
stantinople kinds  are  quoted  from  8s.  6d.  to  9s.  Small  sales 
have  been  made  here  of  fine  Persian  bricks  at  13s  per  lb. 

Potash  Salts.  —  Permanganate  is  extremely  scarce, 
several  dealers  being  sold  out  at  present.  Snail  crystals 
might  probably  be  had  on  the  spot  from  second-hand 
holders  at  from  65s.  to  67s.  6d.,  according  to  quantity,  though 
it  is  not  certain  that  the  lower  of  these  figures  would  buy. 
Chlorate  quiet  at  4|d.  per  lb.  Cyanide  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  for 
98-100  per  cent.  American  bromide  of  potassium  offers  at 
Is.  l\d.  per  lb,  but  other  foreign  brands  can  be  had  in 
second  hand  below  that  figure.  The  English  manufacturers' 
prices  are  unchanged. 

Quicksilyeb. — On  Wednesday  the  importers  reduced 
their  quotation  from  61.  17s.  6d.  to  61.  15s.  per  bottle. 
Second-hand  holders  offer  to-day  at  61.  Its.  The  reduction 
is  not  likely  to  affect  the  price  of  mercurials. 

Quinine  remains  a  dead  letter.  Second-hand  German 
bulk  is  nominally  quoted  at  13d.,  but  there  is  little  doubt 
that  12|d  per  cz.,  or  even  a  shade  less,  would  be  accepted. 

Saffbon. — The  reports  are  extremely  contradictory.  Most 
of  the  importers  maintain  that  the  plants  have  suffered  from 
drought,  and  that  in  consequence  prices  are  rather  firmer, 
27s.  to  27s.  6d.  per  lb.  being  now  asked  for  best  Valencia, 
and  from  24s.  to  25s.  6d.  for  seconds.  One  importer,  how- 
ever, has  reduced  bis  quotation  to-day  by  Is.  6d.  all  round, 
making  superior  Valencia  27s  ,  No.  1  25s  ,  aid  No.  2  23s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Scammony-boot  is  said  to  have  sold  at  60s.  per  cwt., 
while  virgin  Turkish  resin  offers  at  30s.  per  lb.  for  firsts. 
Seconds,  however,  are  wanted,  the  nominal  quotation  being 
24s.  to  25s.  per  lb.  B.P.  resin  is  firm  at  9s.  3a!.  to  9s.  9d.  per 
lb.,  and  likely  to  go  dearer. 

Senega-root  is  quoted  lower  from  America. 

Shellac  declined  from  3s.  to  4s  per  cwt.  for  Orange 
qualities  at  Tuesday's  auctions.  At  auction  728  cases  were 
offered,  of  which  280  sold  at  82s.  to  83s.  for  ordinary  ied 
livery  orange,  worked ;  84s.  to  89s.  for  common  to  medium 
ditto,  unworked  ;  9ls.  to  93s  for  fair  to  fine  blight  to  cakey  ; 
and  106s.  per  cwt.  for  superior  lemon  colour.  Garnet  AC  is 
quoted  on  the  spot  at  88s.  Since  the  auctions  the  market 
has  been  dull,  TN  Orange  offering  nominally  at  90s,  ci.f., 
for  April- Jane  shipment. 

Soda  Salts. — The  English  manufacturers  of  soda  pot. 
tarb.  have  reduced  their  quotations  by  2s.  per  cwt. 

Spermaceti. — American  refined  has  been  reduced  in 
price  by  some  of  the  holders ;  Is.  H\d.  to  Is  5d.  per  lb., 
spot,  would  now  be  accepted. 

Spices. —  Cochin  ginger  is  dull  of  sale  and  lower  in  price. 
At  auction  691  packages  sold  :  medium  A  cut  at  65s. ;  fair 
B  and  c  cut  at  48s.  6d.,  and  good  bold  native  cut  at  56s.  per 


cwt.  Fair  brown  rough  realised  36s.  per  cwt.  For  part  of 
183  bags  mouldy  limed  Japan  ginger,  ZOs.  per  cwt.  was  paid. 
Of  Jamaican  450  packages  sold  at  firm  rates  to  a  slight 
advance  for  medium  and  good  qualities,  white  ordinary  grades 
were  lower.  Good  washed  realised  108s. ;  dull  to  medium,  83s. 
to  86s. ;  medium  to  common  dark  from  77s.  down  to  58s. 
per  cwt.  Pimento,  nutmegs,  and  mace  are  dull  of  sale. 
Chillies  are  higher  ;  a  considerable  trade  has  been  done  in 
Zanzibar  at  from  27s.  to  35s.  for  ordinary  to  medium.  At 
auction,  over  100  packages  sold  at  30*.  to  55s.  for  ordinary 
to  medium  stalky  Zanzibar,  and  at  66s.  for  fine  b:ight  picked 
Japan.  Pepper  is  rather  dull  of  sale ;  good  bold  white 
Singapore  sold  at  auction  at  4±d.,  while  in  black  pepper  no 
sales  were  effected.  Cloves  remain  dull.  Zanzibar  offer  for 
June- August  delivery  at  Z^d.  per  lb.  ;  ordinary  to  fair 
Amboyna  sold  at  auction  at  cifd.  to  4§d.  per  lb. 

Star-anise — Genuine  quality  is  reported  to  be  offering 
on  the  spot  at  95s.  per  cwt.  ;  but  for  arrival  prices  are  ex- 
tremely high,  104s.  6d.  being  asked  for  May-June  shipment. 

Strychnia  has  been  advanced  in  price  by  the  German 
manufacturers.  Previously  the  quotations  were  Is.  lOd.  per  oz 
for  powder  and  Is.  9d.  per  oz.  for  crystals;  now  they  are 
respectively  Is  lid.  and  Is.  lOd.  percz  for  small  lots  and 
down  to  Is.  9hd.  per  oz  for  crystals  and  Is.  8|d  per  oz.  for 
powder  for  large  quantities.  The  real  advance,  however,  is 
even  greater  than  these  quotations  indicate,  inasmuch  as  the 
old  prices  were  not  strictly  adhered  to.  Even  at  [present, 
however,  second-hand  holders  are  undersell. ng  the  manu- 
facturers. 

Tamarinds. — The  new  crop  of  Wesz  Indian  tamarinds  is 
arriving  freely,  fair  Barbadoes  selling  privately  at  17s.  per 
cwt. 

Wax  (Japan). — Fair  pale  squares  may  ba-had  on  the  spat 
at  37s.  to  37s.  6d.  per  cwt.  For  arrival  business  a  reported 
at  35s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f.,  but  to-day  there  are  sellers  at  34s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms. 


The  Liverpool  Drug  market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  April  22,  says 
that  Arabic  descriptions  of  Acacia  gums  are  keeping 
very  high  in  price,  and  the  sale  is  rather  restricted  in  con- 
sequence. Soudan  sorts  have  sold  in  small  quantities  at 
100s ,  and  of  other  kinds  there  are  no  transactions  of  im- 
portance to  record.  Beeswax  has  been  in  better  demand, 
and  sales  of  Chilian  have  been  effected  at  prices  ranging 
from  11.  10s.  to  81 ,  according  to  quality;  holders  are  con- 
fident of  the  present  figures  being  well  sustained.  Sierra 
Leone  wax  has  fetched  61.  15s.  during  the  week,  and  sales  of 
Gambia  have  been  made  at  11.  Is.  6d.  per  cwt.  Castor  oil 
is  steady  at  2|d.  for  good  seconds  Calcutta  ;  first-pressure 
French  is  held,  for  2^7.,  second  pressure  2\d.,  and  Madras 
2v'r.d.  per  lb.  Cream  of  tartar  has  materially  improved  in 
position  during  the  past  few  days,  and  first  wnite  crystal  is 
now  firmly  held  for  92s.  6d.  to  95s.  per  cwt.,  with  every 
prospect  of  better  prices  at  an  early  date.  Kola  nuts  have 
been  arriving  in  somewhat  larger  lots,  but  all  parcels  have 
met  with  ready  buyers  at  figures  ranging  between  4d.  and 
4^d.  per  lb.  Aniseed  (Chilian)  is  Lrmly  held  at  22s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  Powdered  Arsenic  is  slowly  creeping  up  in  value, 
the  lowest  figure  on  the  market  being  now  25s.  per  cwt., 
while  some  ask  26s.  per  cwt.  Potashes  are  firm  at  2  Is.  and 
Pcarlathes  at  37s.  6d.  per  cwt.  African  ginger  has  ) allied  a 
little,  and  there  are  buyers  now  in  the  neighbjurhood  of 
21s  for  good  dry  root.  Canarysccd,  i3  lifeless,  and  prime 
Turkish  is  quoted  at  29s  6d.  to  30s.  per  quarter. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  demand  for  most  heavy  chemicals  still  continues  _to 
be  moderate  and  changes  in  values  have  been  few.  Some- 
what better  reports  are  in  from  the  Clyde  and  the  Tyne,  and 
shipments  thence  are  expected  to  increase  considerably  at 
an  early  date.  Orders  for  shipment  to  the  Baltic  are  fairly 
numerous,  especially  for  alkali,  caustic  soda,  and  bleacbing- 
powder.  Regarding  home  consumption,  in  which  there  has 
been  a  considerable  falling-off  latterly,  a  change  for  the 
better  has  taken  place,  at  any  rate,  the  requirements  of 
dyers  and  calico-printers  are  heavier.  Papermakers  and 
glassmakers  are  busier,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
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continuation  of  the  increased  demand  from  them.  Sul- 
'pliatc  of  copper  continues  firm  at  recent  quotations  for 
prompt ;  July-August  delivery,  16Z.  15s.  Soda  ash  firmer. 
Bleaching- powder  and  Cavstic  soda  quietly  steady.  Soda 
crystals  alow.  Alum  meets  with  good  demand,  especially 
the  ordinary  quality  for  export.  Sulphate  of  alumina  of 
pure  makes  in  brisk  request.  The  increased  demand  for 
Chloride  of  barium  noted  a  little  while  back  has,  to  some 
extent,  fallen  off,  and  supplies  are  now  more  readily  obtain- 
able. No  change,  however,  has  taken  place  in  the.  price  of 
either  thecalcined  pre  ducts  or  crystals.  Sulphide  of  bariumQak. 
Mineral  Carbonate  of  barytes  scarce,  especially  the  higher 
percentages.  Precipitated  sulphate  of  barium  (Blanc  Fixe) 
moviDg  steadily.  Prices  of  Green  copperas,  both  best 
Lancashire  and  Welsh,  remain  steady,  the  brisk  demand 
still  continuing.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  is  in  better  request, 
the  demand  for  home  consumption  being  distinctly  heavier 
and  more  regular.  Eecovered  sulphur  a  shade  easier.  South 
Durham  Salt  in  active  demand  for  agricultural  purposes, 
8s.  6d.  per  ton;  for  shipment,  9s.  per  ton,  fob.  Tees. 
Sulpliocyanid.es  remain  unchanged,  but  are  moving  better. 
Saltcalfe  firm.  Chlorate  of  potash  and  yellow  Prussiate 
quietly  steady.  Chlorate  of  soda  rather  scarce.  Silicate  of 
soda  is  selling  freely,  especially  for  export.  Arsenic  con- 
tinues very  scarce,  and  there  is  only  a  limited  quantity 
offering. 

Tiie  Hamburg  Drug-market. 
Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes,  on  April  21: — Busi- 
ness in  general  is  still  very  quiet  here,  and  there  is  also  not 
much  doing  in  the  drug-market.  Arsenic  is  improving,  and 
realises  higher  prices  :  white  refined,  in  lumps,  45m.  to  46m. ; 
yellow,  46m .  to  47m.  per  100  kilos.  Acid  tartaric  is  steady, 
and  quoted  265m.  to  270m.  per  100  kilos.  Acacia  gum  is 
very  firmly  held,  but  there  are  not  many  buyers  at  the  pre- 
sent high  prices.  Balsam  copaiba  remains  unchanged,  at 
about  2  60m.  to  3m.  per  kilo.  Balsam  Peru  is  dearer  ;  holders 
ask  16m.  to  16|m.  per  kilo.  Borax  (refined)  is  unchanged, 
at  42m.  to  44m.  per  100  kilos.  Camphor  (refined)  is  very 
quiet  The  refiners  have  reduced  their  prices  to  395m.  per 
100  kilos  ;  second-hand  offers  at  390m.  per  100  kilos. 
Chlorate  of  -potash  is  steady,  at  86m.  per  100  kilos.  Acid 
(citric)  unchanged,  best  quality  at  265m.  to  275m.  per  100 
kilos  Acid  (carbolic)  is  firm  at  165m.  to  166m.  pel  100  kilos. 
(40  per  cant )  Cubebs  are  neglected  at  60m.  to  80m.  per 
100  kilos.  Ergot  of  rye  is  quiet ;  Russian  offers  at  90m.  to 
100m.  per  100  kilos.  Cantharides  are  unaltered,  and  quiet. 
Nux  vomica  remains  dull  at  about  12m.  to  13m.  per  100  kilos, 
for  Madias.  Menthol  neglected :  spot  quoted  28m.  per  kilo  ; 
forward  is  offering  at  24^m.  per  kilo.  Opium  is  steady ; 
best  brands  demand  19m.  per  kilo.  Oil  (cod-liver)  a  little 
easier  ;  1895  ncn- congealing  oil  is  scarce  at  195m.  per 
barrel  ;  1896  is  offering  at  195m.  to  200m.  per  barrel. 
Peppermint  oil  is  quiet ;  H.G.H.  is  quoted  9m.  per  lb., 
-Japanese  10m,  per  kilo.  Citronella  oil  is  quiet  at  3.60m. 
per  kilo,  on  spot.  Star- anise  oil  is  very  quiet;  there 
are  sellers  of  spot  at  2Hm.  to  21m. ;  forward,  20im.  to  20m. 
per  kilo.  Spirits  of  turpentine  meet  with  a  slow  demand ; 
spot  oil  is  scarce  at  43£m.  per  100  kilos. ;  forward  delivery 
offers  at  42m.  per  100  kilos.,  delivered  here.  Shellac  is 
unaltered.  Sugar  of  milk  quiet  at  165m.  to  155m.  per 
100  kilos  QuicMlrer  is  dull  at  143m.  to  142rn.  per  bottle. 
Senna :  Alexandrian  is  very  scarce  and  dear ;  Tinevelly 
steady    Japan  wax  is  unchanged  at  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

Trie  Smyrna  and  Constantinople  Opium- markets. 

Our  Constantinople  correspondent  writes  on  April  17 : — 
"  There  now  remains  no  doubt  that  the  opium-crop  has  been 
seriously  damaged,  and  the  frosts  of  last  week  have  but  added 
to  the  evil.  The  yield  will  be  under  5,000  cases,  or,  to  speak 
more  correctly,  not  much  over  4,200  cases.  Natives  talk  of 
75  per  cent,  of  the  sowings  being  lost,  but  this  appears 
rather  exaggerated.  The  values  of  Druggists'  and  soft  opium 
have  risen  another  6  to  7  per  cent.  The  fortnight's  sales  here 
were  as  follow :— Druggists'  lines,  58  cases  at  8s.  Id.  to 
8s.  M.  j  Tokats  (inferior),  22  cases  at  9s.  Id.  to  9s.  8d. ; 
Tokats-  (containing  80  per  cent,  firsts),  25  cases  at  10s.  to 
10s  Qi  ,  all  f.o.b.  Constantinople."  Our  Smyrna  correspon- 
dent, writing  on  April  17,  slates  that  during  the  week 
ending  on  that  date,  38  cases  Adette  tale  quale  sold  at  the 


equivalent  of  8s.  9d.,  and  2  cases  picked  Yerli  at  that  of 
8s.  Wd.  per  lb. ;  three-fourths  of  this  quantity  was  for  con- 
sumption, the  rest  for  speculation. 

The  Amsterdam  Market. 

Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  writes,  on  April  21,  that 
the  auction  of  Java  cinchona-bark,  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam 
on  Apiil  30,  will  consist  of  5.319  bales  and  239  cases,  weigh- 
ing together  517,986  kilos.  The  bark  is  of  rich  quality,  the 
average  percentage  of  sulphate  of  quinine  being  5'67  per 
cent,  of  the  total  weight,  representing  a  weight  of 
28,899  kilos,  of  sulphate  of  quinine. 


Bu0inc00  Changes 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new  "businesses,  art 
inserted  in  this  section,  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Me.  Frederick  Boehm  has  removed  to  16  Jewry  Street, 
Aldgate,  E.C.,  and  Mr.  E.  Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  has  also 
transferred  his  London  office  and  warehouse  to  the  same 
address. 

Mr.  Irwin,  who,  come  two  or  three  years  since,  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  Tooting,  near  the  Railway  Junction,  has 
abandoned  the  business  and  obtained  a  position  in  another 
walk  of  life. 

Mr.  Walter  Sledman,  of  Greenstreet,  Teynham,  has 
sold  his  business  there  to  Mr.  D.  B.  Goldwell,  of  Dorking. 
Mr.  Sledman  has  taken  over  his  father's  business  at  West 
Mailing,  Mr.  Sledman,  sen.,  retiring, 

Mr.  W.  Roberts,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (late  senior 
assistant  with  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Co.,  Baker  Street.  WJ,  has 
purchased  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  McLanachan 
at  231  High  Street,  Lewisham,  S.E. 

Mr.  Robert  Febber  has  aesociated  himself  as  a  partner 
with  Mr.  Wm.  Droege,  medicinal-capsule  manufacturer.  The 
firm  will  carrv  on  business  under  the  style  of  "  Wm.  Droege 
fc  Co."  at  14  ("late  194)  Upper  Thames  Street. 

The  business  hitherto  carried  on  by  Mr.  Kendall  at  126 
Clapham  Road,  close  to  Albert  Square,  has  been  acquired  by 
Mr.  J.  Smart,  A.P.S.i  from  Parke's  Drug-stores,  who  utilises 
his  predecessor's  popularity  by  carrying  on  the  business  as 
Kendall's  Drug- stores. 

The  premises  31  High  Street,  Clapham,  nearly  adjoining 
the  L.  C.  &  D.  Railway,  rendered  somewhat  celebrated  lately 
owing  to  the  vicissitudes  of  its  tenants — Blight's  Pure  Drug 
Company  (Limited) — and  the  erratic  energy  of  the  managing 
director  in  enforcing  his  claims,  have  been  acquired  by 
"  May's  Pure  Drug  Company,"  who  are  effecting  a  clearance 
sale  of  the  old  surplus  stock  of  their  predecessors. 

Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited)  are  opening  new  shops 
at  Mare  Street,  Hackney,  and  at  Walham  Green.  The 
directors  have  recently  taken  over  Hope's  drug- stores  in 
Upper  Street,  Islington,  and  have  somewhat  altered  the 
interior  and  put  in  the  electric  light.  Other  new  ventures 
of  the  same  kind  may  be  expected,  as  the  company  have  still 
a  good  deal  of  capital  to  go  upon,  and  it  is  to  be  used  in 
opening  stores  in  other  metropolitan  districts. 


"  Mb.  H.  A.  Rose,  of  '  all-night  pharmacy '  fame,  in 
George  Street,  who  was  victimised  not  long  ago,  caught 
another  pilferer  in  his  shop  on  February  10,  the  man  annex- 
ing a  bottle  of  oil.  For  this  offence  he  was  fined  20s."  This 
is  what  we  read  in  an  Australian  exchange.  We  are  still 
puzzling  why  the  pill-builder  should  have  been  fined  for 
catching  the  pil-ferer.    It  seems  hoily  unfair. 

We  see  by  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  meeting- 
card  that  they  are  to  have  their  last  Cinderella  dance  of  the 
season  «,t  the  Portman  Rooms  on  April  26 — that  is  on  Sunday 
next !  This  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  in  London  Bohemian 
circles,  we  have  heard,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bohemistn- 
inclined  in  metropolitan  pharmacy  we  have  to  state  that 
the  figure  on  the  card  was  a  misprint,  and  that  the  dance  is 
being  danced  as  we  go  to  press.  •  ^ 


■ 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

/*  letters  for  publication  correspondent!  are  requested  to  express  their  tietei 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  irrite  on  one  fide  of  the  paper  only.,  and  detoie  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications, 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Bad  Oil  of  Cassia. 

Sib, — As  an  answer  to  the  question  in  the  note  on  the 
above  subject  in  your  last  issue,  as  to  the  purity  of  the  oil  of 
cassia  at  the  oresent  time  on  the  London  market,  some 
observations  on  the  quality  of  the  oil  based  upon  an  exa- 
mination of  many  samples  during  the  last  four  or  five  years 
may  be  interesting.  They  show  that  a  decided  reaction  is 
now  taking  place  in  the  quality  of  this  essential  oil  after 
attaining  and  maintaining  for  a  short  period  great  purity,  and 
that  poor  and  adulterated  cassia  oils  are  not  confined  to  the 
American  market. 

The  adulteration  of  cassia  oil  with  resin  and  petrolenm 
was  first  called  attention  to  by  Schimmel  &  Co.  early  in  1889, 
and  examination  of  samples  at  that  time  showed  that  in 
many  instances  the  residue  left  on  fractional  distillation  was 
as  high  as  30  per  cent,  instead  of  from  6  to  9  per  cent. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  determination  of  the  cinnamic 
aldehyde  contained  in  the  oil  was  put  forward  as  the  best 
process  for  determining  the  value,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
other  characters,  showing  the  purity  of  the  oil.  The  standard 
of  75  per  cent,  of  cinnamic  aldehyde  was  that  fixed  as  a  fair 
requirement  for  good  oil.  After  two  or  three  years  distinct 
improvement  was  observable,  and  in  1893  and  1894  the 
majority  of  the  cassia  oils  contained  at  any  rate  over  70 
per  cent,  of  cinnamic  aldehyde,  the  average  of  all  those 
examined  being  72  per  cent.  At  the  beginning  of  1895, 
however,  a  marked  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  cinnamic 
aldehyde  present  in  the  majority  of  samples  examined  began 
to  be  observed,  the  average  being  only  62  per  cent.,  whilst  of 
25  samples  examined  from  the  beginning  of  this  year  up  to 
the  present  time  the  average  has  only  been  56  per  cent,  of  cin- 
namic aldehyde.  Many  of  these  samples  have  contained  large 
proportions  of  resin,  one  sample  yielding  as  much  as  38 
per  cent,  of  solid  residue  on  distillation,  equivalent  to  not 
less  than  30  per  cent,  of  added  resin.  The  brand  of  the 
three  original  tins  of  oil  referred  to  by  Kleber  in  his  report 
to  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  has  been  commented 
upon  more  than  once  by  Schimmel  &  Co.  and  denounced  by 
them  in  no  measured  terms.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  odour  value 
of  oil  of  cassia  is  dependent  upon  one  constituent,  and  that 
the  quantity  present  of  it  may  be  easily  determined,  as  it 
has  enabled  buyers  of  the  oil  to  purchase  it  strictly  on  a 
basis  of  its  cinnamic  aldehyde  content.  By  this  means 
buyers  have  been  protected  against  the  sophistication  of  the 
oil  by  the  Chinese,  and  the  latter  must  eventually  be  the 
sufferers  through  their  own  malpractice. 

It  is  owing  to  these  circumstances  that  a  synthetic  oil 
of  cassia  containing  about  98  per  cent,  of  cinnamic  alde- 
hyde has  been  introduced,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to 
watch  whether  this  synthetic  product  will  have  more 
influence  upon  the  demand  for  natural  oil  than  synthetic 
almond  oil  has  upon  the  corresponding  natural  product. 

50  Southwark  Street,  3.E.,  John  C.  Umney. 

April  22. 


Dr.  Poy's  Prescriptions. 
Sib, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  your*  reference  to 
my  handwriting,  in  which  you  try  to  a-ffjy  blame  to  me  for 
not  writing  my  prescriptions  plainly,  and  you  hint  that  my 
illegible  writing  probably  caused  tne  substitution  which  my 
letter  to  the  Medical  Press  exposed.  By  this  post  I  send  to 
you  a  tissue  copy  of  seventy -six  prescriptions,  from  which 


you  may  judge  of  the  legibility  or  illegibility  of  my  prescrip- 
tion-writing. Is  there  a  single  prescription  in  the  book 
which  is  not  plainly  written  I  And  I  may  remind  you  that 
in-  each  of  the  cases  referred  to  in  my  letter  the  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  acknowledged  that  he  had  made  the 
substitution  and  did  not  find  any  fault  with  my  writing,  but 
confessed  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  drug 
prescribed.  Yours  truly, 

7  Cavendish  Row,  Dublin,  April  21.  Geokge  Fcy. 

[The  prescriptions  are  very  well  written,  and  nothing  but 
ignorance,  intention,  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  dis- 
penser could  [have  caused  the  substitution ;  and  while  we 
think  such  ignorance  is  exceptional  in  pharmacy,  we  quite 
agree  with  the  reasonableness  of  Dr.  Foy's  rrotest. — 
Ed.  C.  $  D.] 

Anti- cutting. 

Sib, — Mr.  Glyn- Jones  said  -'that  the  number  of  retail 
traders  whc  had  joined  was  between  400  and  42,5.  If  the 
movement  had  rested  entirely  with  the  retail  traders  nothing 
would  have  been  done." 

Mr.  Bird  (a  manufacturer)  said  "  that  chemists  were 
recognising  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  ally  them- 
selves with  the  grocers  in  this  matter." 

Imphim  !  It  doesn't  need  a  surgical  operation  tc  get  this 
joke  into  a  Scotchman's  head,  anyway.  The  fact  is  I  am 
half  inclined  to  think  that  Mr.  Bird  must  hail  from  the 
green  isle  His  remarks,  taken  in  conjunction  with  those  of 
Mr.  Glyn- Jones,  have  a  fine  old  Irish  flavour  about  them. 

It  has  been  said  from  the  very  commencement  of  this 
movement  that  chemists  are  not  joining  it  to  any  great 
extent,  and  they  are  therefore  not  to  be  charged  with  a  wild 
desire  to  seek  comfort  from  all  worldly  cares  upen  the 
expansive  bosoms  of  grocers,  or  any  class  of  outsiders. 
This  movement  is  not  an  honest  effort  to  help  the  chemist. 
It  is  an  effort  upon  the  part  of  quack- medicine  makers  to 
help  themselves.  They  quite  recognise  that  their  interests 
are,  to  a  large  extent,  bound  up  in  grocers  and  stores,  and 
in  their  efforts  to  conserve  those  interests  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  if  their  eyes  are  turned  mostly  in  this  direction. 
They  have  no  right,  however,  to  say  that  chemists  are 
anxious  to  work  in  conjunction  with  grocers.  That  is  a 
statement  for  which  there  is  no  proof. 

You  said  some  time  ago,  Sir,  that  "  there  was  nc  need  for 
chemists  to  make  terms,  as  no  class  had  sued  for  terms  as 
yet,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Now,  chemists  have  not  offered  terms  to  grocers,  or  spoken 
in  a  dictatorial  manner  upon  any  occasion,  but  the  terms 
which  are  offered  by  manufacturers  are  offered  upon  behalf 
of  grocers  and  stores,  as  they  are  not  such  as  any  chemist 
can  accept.  No  chemist  can  trade  upon  a  profit  of  20  per 
cent,  and  live  by  his  business.  If,  therefore,  manufacturers 
insist  upon  a  price  which  yields  20  per  cent,  profit  to  suit 
their  grocer  friends,  chemists,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  mill  sell 
their  articles — oh,  yes  !  they  will  sell  them  as  they  have  soli 
them  for  a  great  manv  years — i.e.,  when  they  cannot  in  any 
way  help  it. 

Dumfries.  James  Reed. 


A  Medical  Appeal  to  Cnemists. 

Sib, — I  send  you  the  enclosed  circular,  addressed  to  mem- 
bers of  our  trade,  in  behalf  of  the  Royal  Medical  Benevolent 
College  for  providing  pensions  for  aged  medical  men  and  the 
widows  of  medical  men  in  reduced  circumstances,  and  a 
school  offering  special  advantages  to  the  sous  and  daughters  of 
medical  men. 

I  fail  to  see  what  claim  the  Epsom  College  has  upon  dis- 
pensing chemists.  There  is  a  small  minority  of  our  trade 
who  can  well  afford  to,  and  possibly  do,  support  the  institu- 
tion in  question;  but  the  great  majority  of  registered 
chemists  have  enough  to  do  to  keep  their  heads  above  water 
and  bring  up  and  educate  their  own  children  and  support 
their  own  Benevolent  Fund. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

April  21.  Phabmaceutical  Chemist.  (62/3.) 


Sib, — The  Royal  Medical  Benevolent  College  at  Epsom  is, 
beyond  doubt,  a  very  deserving  institution,  but  I  fail  to  see 
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the  reason  for  Dr,  Constantine  Holman's  urgent  appeal  to 

chemists  for  subscriptions. 

Thei-e  is  an  old  axiom  that  "  Charity  begins  at  home." 
These  is  a  Benevolent  Fand,  and  also  a  special  Orphan 
Fen:!,  which  more  directly  appeal  to  pharmacists,  and  I  am 
not  aware  that  Dr.  Holman  is  a  subscriber  to  either  of 
these.  Perhaps  he  is  not  cognisant  of  their  existence  ;  if  so, 
I  trust  he  will  not  "become  acquainted  with  them  through 
the  medium  of  a  circular  begging-letter  addressed  to  the 
medical  profession.  We  should,  I  hope,  thick  this  infra 
dignitate.  Yours  faithfully, 

April  21.  Justitia.  (62/16.) 

[We  have  commented  on  the  circular  on  another  page.] 


Drug-3torea  and  the  Early-closing  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  James  Liggett,  of  95  Boaler  Street,  Liverpool, 
honorary  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  "  Patent  medicine 
Vendors'  Defence  Association  (Liirited),"  sends  as  a  copy  of 
a  letter  which  he  has  sent,  on  behalf  of  that  Association,  to 
the  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  Long,  M  P ,  in  regard  to  the  Shops 
(Early-closing)  Bill,  urging  that  drug-store  keepers  and 
medical  herbalists  should  have  the  benefit  of  clause  9  as 
well  as  registered  chemists.  Mr.  Leggett  says  there  is  a 
considerable  number  of  such  traders  throughout  the  country 
whose  livelihood  depends  absolutely  upon  the  sale  of  drugs 
and  medicines.  He  also  points  out  that  the  dietiibution 
generally  of  these  requirements  in  the  outside  districts, 
especially  amongst  the  working  classes,  whether  in  connec- 
tion with  druggists  or  herbalists,  is  chiefly  done  at  night, 
and  to  give  the  registered  chemist  a  monopoly  would  be 
disastrous  to  these  businesses,  and  a  great  injustice  to  the 
traders  referred  to  acd  to  the  public  generally. 


Insurance  of  Chemists'  Stocks.  , 

Sih, — I  should  be  glad  to  have  an  expression  of  opinion 
through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  journal,  on  the  ex- 
cessive demands  now  being  made  by  fire-insurance  com- 
panies covering  retail  drug  and  oil  shops. 

In  my  case  the  rate  was  Is.  6d.  per  cent.  This  has  now 
been  increased  to  15  ;  per  cent ,  although  I  have  never  had 
a  claim  against  the  company,  the  explanation  given  being 
that  they  were  compelled  to  raise  the  rates  owing  to  heavy 
losses  in  this  trade.  Yours  truly, 

April  21.  Fire  Insurance  (6?/L5.) 

[The  above  letter  comes  from  Ireland.  Have  other 
chemists  had  a  similar  experience  1  Information  as  to  rates 
charged  by  different  offices  might  be  useful.— Ed.  C.  D.~] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  nr.n rtnaco-Ugal matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "  Handy -bool  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty;'  and  The  Chehists'  and  Dkuggists'  Diaey. 


60/62    Bvcku. — Ac  unregistered  person  may  sell  calomel_ 


53/67.  Medicus. — Sugar  of  lead  is  not  a  scheduled  poison 
either  in  Great  Britain  or  in  Ireland. 


62/7.  Radix. — We  do  not  see  anything  in  your  labei 
which  would  under  She  pills  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty. 


133/13.  Star.'.—  Yon,  being  unqualified,  are  always  liable 
to  a  penalty  ander  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  keeping  open  a 
shop  for  the  sa'e  of  poisons,  no  matter  how  many  qualified 
assistants  jou  employ. 


58/31.  X  Y.  Z. — The  Po3tmi9ter-G3neral  is  not  legilly 
liable  to  mate  good  any  claim  arising  out  of  the  conveyance 
of  a  parcel  sent  by  post,  bat  under  certain  circumstances  he 
will  pay  compensation  not  exc3eding  2!.  on  an  unregistered 
parcel.  Yon  will  fini  tin  conditions  stated  in  the  Postal 
Guide. 
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63/41.  Orjtlian. — The  law  only  allows  the  business  to  be 
carried  on  b j  the  executors  of  a  deceased  chemist.  It  does 
Dot  provide  the  same  concession  for  the  executors  of  the 
chemist's  widow. 


60/21.  Hihernicus. — The  executors  of  "  chemists  and 
druggists  "  in  Ireland  are  not  legally  entitled  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  a  deceased  chemist  and  druggist.  See  C.  $  D., 
July  15,  1893,  and  February  17,  1894. 


61/32.  Allerivs. — Your  letter  is  too  vague.  What  do  you 
want  "  the  t-ocitty  "  or  the  "  man  of  capacity  "  to  do  for 
you  1  An  effort  is  now  being  made  to  get  the  Companies 
Acts  so  amended  that  unqualified  persons  will  not  be  able  to 
evade  the  Pharmacy  Act.    What  else  can  be  done  ? 


63/52.  J.  AT  L.  asks  if  a  preparation  of  cocaine  in  wine 
can  be  sold  under  a  medicine-stamp  by  retailers  holding  a 
medicine  licence,  and  not  a  wine- licence  1  That  depends  on 
whether  the  preparation  is  (in  the  view  of  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue)  a  medicine  or  a  beverage.  If  the  latter, 
a  medicine  stamp  on  it  will  not  suffice  to  evade  the  wine- 
licence.  If  the  former,  it  need  only  be  stamped  if  labelled 
or  advertised  so  as  to  necessitate  this. 


58/48,  Tap  asks  : — '•  Would  it  be  illegal  for  us  to  send  into 
circulation  peoLies  and  other  coins  bearing  on  one  side  small 
printed  labels  about  \\  in.  in  diameter? "  [We  do  not  think 
that  there  is  anything  to  prevent  this.  The  Coinage  Offences 
Act,  1861,  section  16,  says  :  "  Whosoever  shall  deface  any  of 
the  Queen's  current  gold,  silver,  or  copper  coin  by  stamping 
thereon  any  names  or  words,  whether  snch  coin  shall  or  shall 
not  be  thereby  diminished  or  lightened,  shall  in  England  and 
Ireland  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  in  Scotland  of  a  crime 
and  offence,  and  being  convicted  thereof  shall  be  liable,  at  the 
discretion  ot  the  Court,  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  one  year,  with  or  without  hard  labour."  The 
course  proposed  does  not  seem  to  come  within  the  descrip- 
tion.] 


58/49.  Tiator  states  that  in  February  last  he  supplied 
goods  to  the  Chemists'  Association  (Limited)  to  the  value  of 
4Z.  17s.  3d.  In  March  he  bought  from  them  goods  to  the 
value  of  61.  0s  9d.  On  sendiog  a  cheque  for  the  balance  he 
is  informed  that  he  can  only  set  against  his  claim  the  goods 
bought  before  March  13  (the  date  of  the  appointment  of  a 
receiver).  For  the  goods  bought  since  then  he  must  pay  in 
full.  He  bought,  it  appears,  51.  10s.  9d.  worth  of  goods 
after  March  13,  but  before  he  bad  any  intimation  of  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver,  and  he  asks  if  he  is  bound  to  pay 
the  5''.  10s.  9d.  as  claimed.  [If  the  goods  supplied  to  him 
were  included  in  the  debenture -holder's  security,  he  will  be 
obliged  to  pa?  for  such  of  them  as  were  supplied  after  the 
receiver  was  appointed.] 


61/38.  Drains  holds  a  lease  of  certain  premises  and  has 
to  do  all  repairs  except  outside  painting.  He  has  underlet  it, 
and  it  now  appears  that  the  drains  are  defective  and  that 
n3w  ones  mu=t  be  laid.  The  sanitary  surveyor  has  served  a 
notice  on  the  landlord.  The  cost  will  be  about  150Z.  Who 
is  liable  to  pay  this  ?  "  Drains  "  says  the  only  clause  in  the 
lease  at  all  bearing  on  the  subject  says  that  the  tenant  will, 
at  all  times  during  his  tenancy,  well  and  sufficiently  repair, 
maintain,  amend,  and  keep  in  good  and  substantial  order 
and  condition  the  said  demised  premises  and  every  part 
thereof.  [This  query  raises  a  question  which  has  given  rise 
to  a  great  deal  of  litigation.  The  liability  will  probably  turn 
on  the  form  of  the  covenant  to  pay  the  rates,  taxes,  &c,  in 
the  lease.  If  the  lessee  has  covenanted  to  pay  all  duties  or 
impositions  or  outgoings,  the  expense  is  likely  to  fall  on  him ; 
but  the  matter  is  not  at  all  free  from  doubt,  and  would  be 
worth  fighting.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  where, 
as  in  this  case,  there  is  a  structural  defect,  the  local  authority 
is  obliged  to  call  upon  the  landlord  to  make  it  good,  and  can 
compel  him  to  do  so.  But  it  does  net  follow  that  the  land- 
lord will  have  to  pay.  Cases  in  point  are  extremely  con 
fliefcing,  and  theie  is  no  case  exactly  on  all  fours  with  this 
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one.  Perhaps  the  case  of  Lister  and  Lane,  decided  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  1893,  would  protect  the  tenant  so  far  as 
his  covenant  to  repair  is  concerned  if  he  can  prove  that  the 
work  is  necessitated  by  inherent  defects  in  the  construction 
of  the  drains.  "  Drains  "  should  get  as  much  evidence  as 
possible  on  this  point  and  an  admission  from  the  landlord,  in 
writing  if  possible.  Where,  however,  a  lessee  has  covenanted 
to  pay  outgoings,  duties,  or  impositions  such  lessee  would, 
according  to  the  decisions,  be  compelled  to  reimburse  his 
iandlord  the  cost  of  buying  a  new  drain  where  none 
previously  existed ;  but  such  would  not  be  the  case  if  the 
[essee  had  only  covenanted  to  pay  rates,  taxes,  and  assess- 
ments. If  our  correspondent  and  his  landlord  are  wise,  they 
will  divide  the  expense  between  them.] 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Baci  numbers  containing  formulae,  educational  or  other  specific  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 

i'.S. — All  queries  should  be  accompanied  by  the  business  card  of  a  subscriber, 
or  the  address  label  from  The  Ohemist  and  Druggist  wrapper.  We 
destroy  anonymous  letters.  We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind  here 
dealt  with  by  post.  We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 
separate  sheets  of  paper. 


59/27.  R.  ^.—(1)  Spt.  saponis  alkalini  (Hebra).— See 
Practical  Notes.  (2)  You  can  get  Remington's  "  Pharmacy  " 
■through  any  wholesale  house,  as  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Well- 
come &  Co.  publish  it  in  this  country. 


21/54.  '  Old  Calabar  sends  us  a  sample  of  Eczema-oint- 
ment which  is  very  popular  in  the  Blackburn  district,  and 
according  to  his  observation  has  proved  very  effectual  in 
the  treatment  cf  eczema  and  other  skin-diseases.  We  find 
it  to  be  ung.  hydrarg.  nit. — not  very  well  made  and  about 
half  B.P.  strength. 


20/396.  Carlo  Liqni.— Non-alcoholic  Hop  Stout.— We 
think  that  the  good  flavour  of  your  sample  is  due  to  the  addi- 
tion of  real  stout  to  the  brew.  Try  tbe  following  recipe  : — 


Hop?   1  lb. 

Boiling  water       ..       ..       ..       ..  10  gill?. 

Infuse  for  six  hours,  and  strain  8  gallons  of  thg  clear  liquor.  In  this 
dissolve— 

Sugar    4  lbs. 

Caramel    4  oz. 

Liquorice-juice             ..       ..  ., 

Again  strain,  and  when  the  temperature  is  at  75°  F.,  add  a  quart  of  the 


best  stout,  and  6  oz.  of  fresh  unwashed  brewers'  barm.  Fefmeut  for  thirty 
hours,  strain  through  twill,  and  bottle. 


42/33.  Manchester  submits  a  sample  of  a  Liniment  for 
Mange  in  Dogs,  stating  that  a  fancier  in  the  St.  Helens 
district  can  send  him  orders  for  gallons  of  it  if  he  can  make 
a  preparation  exactly  like  it.  A  dog-trainer  near  Liverpool 
lias  the  recipe,  and  will  not  sell  it  for  10Z.  It  is  said  to  be 
a  very  effectual  thing,  which  it  doubtless  is,  as  it  contains 
She  following,  and  nothing  else  as  far  as  we  can  judge  : — 

Sulphur. sublim.       ..   Jiij. 

OL  terebinth   Jij;. 

01.  morrhuae  ad    Jxx. 

Triturate  the  sulphur  with  some  of  the  cod-liver  oil,  and  mix  with  the 
rest  of  the  ingredients. 

4-2/46.  Veritas. —  Ked  water  Cure. — This  is  a  blackish 
powder  made  by  a  "  quack"  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  where 
it  is  highly  esteemed,  and  really  does  good.  The  composi- 
Sion  is  peculiar,  tartar  emetic  being  the  active  icgredient. 
The  following  represents  a  dose  : — 


Tartar  emetic   . .       . .  Jss. 

Extract  of  logwood   gr.  v. 

Powdered  cascarilla   3j. 

Powdered  liquorice  ..    Jij. 

Lampblack     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  'ss. 

Mix  thoroughly. 


>A  dose  such  as  this  te  be  given  night  and  morning. 
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43/17.  Lapis. — Bubbers  for  polishing  granite  are  some- 
what out  of  oar  line,  but  our  idea  of  the  composition  of  your 
sample  is  that  it  is  emery -powder  made  into  a  stiff  paste 
with  tar,  compressed  into  suitable  shape,  and  fired. 


47,65.  Cathedral. — (1)  Ginger  ale  Essence  — You  will 
find  thn  following  formula  to  give  you  a  preparation  closely 
resembling  the  simple  which  yoa  send  us  : — 

01.  ros.  gerauii         . .       . .       . .       . .  Tf\y. 

Otto  rose       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  in.x. 

01.  caryoph.    . .       . .       . .       . .       . .      gtt.  x. 

01.  cinnamom.  ..       ..  5ss. 

Tr.  capsici      ..      ..       ..       ..       ..  3vj. 

Sacch.  ust.      ..       ..  ..       . ,  q.s. 

Ess.  zingib.  sol.  ad   ..      ..      ..      ..  Oj. 

M. 

You  miv  require  to  adjust  one  or  two  of  the  ingredients 
to  hit  oS.  the  flavour  exactly.  Usel^tz  of  essence  to  the 
gallon  of  sjrup.    (2)  Kola  champagne  Essence  :  — 


Fluid  extract  of  kola         ..       ..       ..  3iv. 

Tincture  of  canella   Jss. 

Tincture  of  orange    ..       ..       ..       ..■  Jij. 

Essence  of  cherry     . .       . .       . .       . .  3'ij 

Essence  of  cloves      ..  ..       ..  Jij. 

Proof  spirit  to   J  xx. 

Mix. 


Two  ounces  to  the  galbn  cf  syrup,  and  colour  with  cochineal. 


40/10.  Pediculi. — Pomade  fjr  Children. — Oar  corre- 
spondent sends  a  sample  of  a  pomade  reputed  to  be  effectual 
in  destroying  pediculi  in  children'^  hair.  It  appears  to  con- 
sist of  the  following  : — 


Yeratrinaj       . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3ss- 

Acid,  oleic.     ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3iij. 

01.  ros.  gerauii    in_v. 

01.  bergamot.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  nix. 

Bals.  peruviau.  . .  . .  . .  . .  Hlxx. 

01.  amygdal     ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3ss. 

Adipis  benzoat.  ..  ..  ..  ..  s  v. 


Triturate  the  veratrine  with  the  oleic  acid,  add  the  almond  oil,  and  heat 
gently  :  then  add  the  lard,  and  stir  to  a  cream.  With  a  little  of  this  mix  the 
oils  .nil  balsam,  and  add  to  the  bulk.   Stir  until  cold. 


50/35.  R.  L. — Moustache  fixature. — This  is  a  thick  var- 
nish of  an  amber  colour,  which  is  applied  to  the  moustache 
by  means  of  the  stopper,  and  the  hair  then  adjusted  to  the 
desired  style.  A  similar  preparation  may  be  made  by  dis- 
solving 1  part  of  dark  resin  and  1  part  of  benzoin  in  3  parts 
of  strong  spirit  (64  o.p.),  and  mixing  it  with  1  part  of 
Canada  balsam.  Absolute  alcohol  may  be  used,  as  the  price 
obtained  (Is.  to  Is.  6d.  for  a  j-.c.z.  phial)  permits  that.  The 
"  fixature "  is  an  effective  tning,  but  rather  nasty  for  the 
firjgers. 

53/42.  R  S.— The  Yellow  Lacquer  for  Tin,  which  sells 
at  3s.  9d.  per  gallon,  appears  to  ba  a  solution  of  gum  thus 
with  some  shellac  in  acetone,  and  is  coloured  with  orange 
aniline.  We  do  not  think  you  will  be  able  to  imitate  it  at 
the  price,  as  the  maker  is  doubtless  able  to  get  the  solvent  at 
a  specially  advantageous  price. 


55/52.  Subscriber  (Hadfield) — (1)  We  cannot  give  you 
precise  information  as  to  how  the  Blood  purifier  given  by 
the  midwife  to  her  patients  is  made,  bat  yoa  might  try  how 
this  approaches  it : — 

Feni  ammon.  cii.     ..       ..       ..       ..  "j. 

Tr.  sennae   J  j. 

Inf.  gentian,  co.  ad  ..       ..       ..       ..    J v  ij. 

M. 

Dos;  :  A  tablespoonful  thrice  daily. 

(2)  If  yen  address  the  Cremation  Society  3  cu  v  ill  get  all 
loformttoi  on  ihe  subject.  For  adiies>,  see  Diaky 
page  2L9. 
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54/6.  Hair-earl  sends  us  a  packet  of  Powder  for  Curl- 
ing the  Hair.    It  contains — 

Pulv.  acacias  3j. 

Pulv.  socUe  carb   . .  3ij. 

The  carbonate  has  been  only  partially  dried,  so  that  the 
powder  has  caked. 

Directions. — Put  the  contents  of  this  packet  into  'a  bottle  containing  six 
tablespoon! uls  of  hot  water,  and  slightly  damp  the  hair  with  the  liquid 
before  curling. 


57/3  (Nicotine)  and  59/11  (II.  W.)  send  samples  of  sub- 
stantially the  same  thing — a  Greenhouse  Insecticide  or 
Fumigator  for  destroying  green  fly.  "  Nicotine  "  says  it  is 
sold  at  24 6-.  per  pint.  It  is  a  composition  similar  to  that 
given  on  page  228  of  the  Diaey,  but  is  apparently  made 
with  crude  nicotine  instead  of  tobacco-juice.  If  the  nicotine 
cannot  be  obtained,  take  a  pint  of  juice  and  add  solution  of 
subacetate  of  lead  to  it  until  the  precipitate  ceases  to  fall ; 
then  allow  it  to  settle,  and  add  dilute  sulphuric  acid  care- 
fully to  throw  out  dissolved  lead.  Filter,  and  evaporate 
to  3  cz.,  to  which  add — 


Camphor  1 
Oil  of  rosemary 
Spirit  .. 


Set  aside  for  a  few  days,  and  filter. 


53/23.  Pepticus  —  If  you  will  look  over  our  numbers  for 
January  and  February  you  will  learn  all  that  you  want  to 
know  regarding  Glycerin.  Pepsin  Acid.  Scale  pepsin  must 
be  used.  . 


53/14.  C.  B. — Shaving  cream — There  is  a  formula  in 
the  C.  $  D ,  February  2,  1895,  page  201,  which  may  suit 
you.  We  may  say  here  that  creme  d'amande  forms  an 
excellent  starting-point  for  shaving-creams  to  be  put  up  in 
collapsible  tubes.  If  the  cream  is  thick  and  tenacious  it 
should  first  be  thinned  somewhat  by  rubbing  down  in  a 
mortar  with  proof  spirit  added  gradually,  so  that  the  cream 
may  not  become  lumpy  ;  then  add  almond  oil  or  lanoline,  in 
the  proportion  of  1  oz.  to  the  pound  of  original  cream,  com- 
bining the  oil  gradually  and  alternately  with  additions 
of  water.  The  cream  stands  the  addition  of  half  its  weight 
of  water  without  losing,  but  rather  gaining,  in  lathering 
power,  after  which  the  addition  of  more  water  up  to  twice 
its  weight  fits  it  for  a  non-lathering  cream.  For  the  latter 
it  is,  however,  advisable  to  add  oil  or  lanoline  in  the  propor- 
tion of  1  part  to  4  parts  of  creme  d'amande.  The  cream 
mnst  be  compounded  with  great  care,  and  occasionally  left 
at  rest  for  an  hour ;  then  stirred  again.  After  a  day  it 
should  be  set  aside,  and  stirred  once  a  day  during  ten  days, 
when  it  is  sufficiently  uniform  to  put  up  in  tubes.  It  is 
none  the  worse  for  the  addition  of  1  oz.  of  glycerine  to  the 
pound  of  finished  product,  this  preventing  undue  hardening, 
and  it  must,  of  course,  be  nicely  perfumed. 


54/1.  It.  M.  J.  (Nova  Scotia)  —(1)  Sulphur  Nigrum  is 
black  sulphur.  (2)  Essence  of  Smoke  is  crude  pyroligneous 
acid. 


50/1.  Bruno. — (1)  Of  course,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
teach  a  business  in  the  limits  of  a  reply  in  these  columns, 
and  this  applies  as  much  to  the  Clarification  of  Mutton- 
suet,  &c,  as  to  anything  else.  We  say  this  with  all  respect. 
The  first  point  to  be  noted  is  the  selection  of  the  fat,  which 
must  be  perfectly  fresh  and  freed  from  muscle  and  blood. 
It  is  then  placed  in  a  large  copper  heated  by  steam,  and 
quickly  rendered  free  from  membrane ;  then  transferred, 
while  liquid,  to  a  vessel  containing  about  twice  its  weight  of 
hot  water ;  with  this  it  is  thoroughly  beaten  up,  then 
allowed  to  rise  to  the  surface.  It  is  now  ready  to  transfer  to 
suitable  storing  vessels.  The  direct  heat  of  a  fire  must  on  no 
account  be  used,  as  that  raises  the  colour  and  gives  the 
suet  a  cooked  smell  and  taste.  (2)  Chlorophyll-paste 
colours  oils  and  perfumes  nicely.  It  is  advertised  in  the 
Diaey.  See  the  "Buyers'  Guide."  It  will  not  do  for  an 
ammoniated  liniment ;  but  a  few  drops  of  solutions  of  copper 
sulphate  and  potassium  bichromate  should  give  such  a  lini- 
ment a  green  colour. 


53/11.  Seltzogene. — For  Gazogene-charges  see  C.j-D. 
August  31,  1895,  page  366.  Potash  powders  :  potass,  bicarb. 
5ss. ;  Seltzer-powders  :  sodii  chlorid.,  gr.  lxv. ;  sod.  carb.  5S8. ; 
sod.  sulphat.  and  sod.  phos. ,  of  each,  gr.  ij.  Mix.  Litkia- 
pon-ders:  lithii  carb.,  gr.  xx. — in  each  case  for  the  5-pint 
seltzogene.  Did  it  ever  strike  you  that  it  is  the  "  day-late  " 
policy  which  has  undermined  the  drug-trade  1  "  Better  late 
than  never"  is  one  of  the  worst  proverbs  in  regard  to 
business, 


*#*  To  Othee  Cobbespondents. — About  two  pages  oj 
replies  are  in  type  for  which  we  have  no  room  this  week. 


55/12.  M.  R. — We  cannot  publish  formula  for  patents  of 
which  the  composition  is  secret,  as  the  whole  of  those  which 
you  name  are. 


54/10.  A  New  Beginner. — It  is  because  you  are  so  that 
we  return  for  the  third  time  to  your  query  regarding  a  Can- 
tharidin  and  Rosemary  Hair-Lotion.  We  repeat  what 
we  said  in  the  first  instance — that  we  do  not  know  what  is 
in  the  lotion  to  which  you  refer,  nor  can  we  recall  at  the 
moment  its  appearance.  The  subjoined  formula  is  not, 
therefore,  an  imitation  : — 

Acet.  cantharides        . .       ..       .,       ..  3ss. 

Spt.  rosmarini'  ..       ..     "  sj. 

Tr.  capsici        . .       . .   3j. 

Glycerini  ..       ..  Jss. 

Ess.  rosfe  alb.     . .       . .   

Aq.  ad  3x. 

yix  t  ie  whole  of  the  ingredients  together,  and  shake  with  a  drachm  of 
fuUers'  earth  ;  filter,  and  colour  the  filtrate  with  burnt  sugar. 


Tiett  MeeR* 


Monday,  April  27. 
Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
"Applied  Electro-chemistry,"  by  Mr.  James  Swinburne. 
(Cantor  lecture.) 

Tuesday,  April  28. 
Royal  Photographic  Society,  12  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at 
b  p.m.    "  Woodburytype,"  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Geddes. 

Wednesday,  April  29. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Booms, 
Birmingham,  at  9  p.m.    Musical  and  social  evening. 

Anti-cutting  Meeting  of  South  Kensington,  Fulham,  and 
Hammersmith  Chemitts,&t  the  Picture  Gallery,  Queen's 
Gate  Hall,  Harrinpton  Road,  South  Kensington,  between 
Gloucester  Eoad  and  South  Kensington  Railway  Stations, 
at  8  30  p  m. 

'Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
"Fruit-drying  or  Evaporation,"  by  Mr.  Edward  W. 
Badger."  ,  ;  • 

Thursday,  April  30. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  3  P.M.  Professor 

Dawar  on  "  Recent  Chemical  Progress  "  (Lecture  III.). 
CJiemists'  Assistants'  Association.    Visit  to  the  Idris  factory 
at  8  30  P  M. 

Plymouth  and  District  Junior  Chemists'  Association, 
Foresters'  Hall,  at  8  30  p.m.  Mr.  J.  D.  Turney  on 
"  Cell- structure  in  Plants  "  (illustrated). 

Friday,  May  1. 

Anti-cutting  Meeting  of  Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists, 

at  10.30  a  m.,  in  the  Large  Hall  of  the  Pharmaceutical 

Society,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh. 
Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  9  p.m.    Colonel  H. 

Watkin  on  "  Chronographs  and  their  Application  to  Gun 

Ballistics." 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  5  •  p.m.  Annual 
meeting. 


